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CONTENTS OF NO. 21, VOL. 12 “The most frank and cordial relations have been 
Foarien—release of Santa Fe prisoners by Santa/sustamed with the powers friendly to Mexico.— 

Anna. Expedition up the Niger repeated. Should it appear that any nation has invaded our 
NatioNaLAFFaIRs— appointments. Navy. rights, or practically violated that good faith of which 
Sraves OF THE UNION—Vermont, wiig nomination for} we have set an example, it will be found that my 


Pennsylvant po he. bribery cases. ; oY 
ROVGTTEN. SE ERREPEO RSS,’ PBROES Ont “| government has acted with a dignity becoming the 
Indiana, letter from London bond holders noticed. Illi Saustey ove? Which ¥f presides. 


; ble among the Mormons. 
we eomid-snpaves-nolingtien of revenue. “My attention has been principally fixed on the 
tion of census. Slave trade. _ territory of Texas, which has been usurped but as a 
Ponrtics —speech of Mr. Matthiot. ' preliminary to further usurpations. The struggle 

Grn. Jackson's letter in relation to his fine by Judge | now going on must be a vital one for the Mexican 
Hall. d f “Se , atat republic, and if we wish to preserve an honorable 

sv alice ux Wekios... © cretary of! sta‘e | name among civilized nations, it is necessary that we 
"Ma. Apaus’s REPORT On the president’s approval of the should employ all our energies and resources in com- 
apportionment bill bating without ceasing, and at any sacrifice and at 

Mr. Borrs’s SPEECH—impeachment. all hazards, until our arms and our pretensions shall 

CONGRESSIONAL PROCEEDINGS. triumph.” 

CHRONICLE 
wor ST <a eS 
CONGRESS. The-new tariff bill, which passed 
the house of representatives on Saturday last, and 
which in the Senate was on Monday referred to the 
committee on finance, was on Thursday reported back 


Classifica- 


TEXAS. 


Presiwent Hovston’s Message. The steam 
boat New York, arrived at New Orleans on the 8th 
bringing Galveston papers to the 2d instant. The 
New Orleans Bee says: **The Civilian contains Pre- 


. . . i ’ iv > . - 
from that committee, with certain amendments pro- sident Houston’s message, delivered at the extra ses 


: ; rres i t. Af- 
s to. It is made the special order of the | Sion of congress. 11 is an interesting document. 
emp Big ns next. ¥ ter giving a sketch of the events which transpired 


aoe wun | immediately after the declaration of war against 
Texas by Mexico, the president says:—If it be with- 

meetin 96 in the power of the nation, it is indispensable that 
MEXICO. protection be given to the frontier. With regard to 

Revease OF ALL THE Santa Fe Prisoners. The | hostilities against Mexico, congress must decide the 
sclir. Laura Virginia, in 7 days from Tampico, brings | question before the 20th of July, as between that 
to the editors of the New Orleans Bulletin dates from time and the 28th, the general rendezvous of emi- 
the city of Mexico to the 18th ult. grants on the frontier takes place. 

The most interesting items of news is that of the; The naval force of the republic is prepared for ac- 
release from imprisonment of all the prisoners taken | tive and efficient service. The president urges the at- 
in the unfortunate Santa Fe expedition. General | tention of congress to the preservation of this great 
Santa Anna celebrated his birth day by this act of | arm of national defence. 


fie the ghee opt eo or eg states| The finances of Texas are in a deplorable condition, 
a y will ali bes ome in the first American tered by energetic measures. — 
vessel] of war that touches at Vera Cruz. The pri- and tan only: be bettere J = 


ae tee roe eo wpe T ~ taken again in tay and the hypothecation of a portion of the Chero- 
ay Yr ) ; © 7 al , . 
GRE ceeaaie yt 4 = her er death. f th | kee country, as a guarantee for the ultimate absorp- 
nme ta ttt ccgrel pares va pate pene ~ wr the ‘tion and redemption of exchequer bills—a measure 
ongress, repr : oun $s recovering from: .): j : ; 3 
its late embarrassments. ‘The same bold Jan uage is | which: was hegatived it the tobe reece 
: - ' pease is | Congress is appealed to, to devise some plan for the 


weed towards Texas as formerly, but the release of | regular transportation of the mails, which have been 
the Santa Fe prisoners is considered as an indica- 


: 2 8 i » lamentably irregular and infre- 
tion that all hope of the re-conquest of Texas is aban- and continue to be lamentabl) 8 


doned. The prisoners at Xalapa were to be released | pent, 


on the solemnization of his birth day the 18th June.; The message closes with earnest injunctions upon 
At Perote, 47 were released on the 12th, 3 remained COMStess to act wisely, promptly and efficienctly in the 
sick in the hospital. At Mexico, 110 were released ; ©T!S®:- . 
on the 13th, 9 taeeot in hospital. |__A battalion of volunteers from the United States, 

The New Orleans Courier gives the following ex- | left this city for Corpus Christi, on Thursday, under 
tracts from Santa Anna’s speech, delivered on June the command of lieutenant colonel Clements. There 
10, 1842. ; | were five companies—one from St. Louis under capt. 

“In America, particularly, the masses (of the peo-| Stevens; one from Natchez, under captain Hickey; 
ple) have received an impulse that it may be proper , 2P¢ from Tuscaloosa, under capt. Symmes: one from 
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and possible to guide, but impossible to check, be-' Huntsville, under captain Clements; and one from | 
3 ’ 


The, Perry. 


cause its tendency is to create and improve. 
One of the Alabama volunteers, belonging to capt. 


institutions of 1824 had placed the nation in an ex-| 


|The president recommends a renewal of the direct | 


| The Charleston Mercury, noticing the above intel- 
ligence from Texas, says “it will be seen that presi- 


, dent Houston does not take the responsibility of re- 


commending an invasion of Mexico. .We suspect 
that a lively sense of empty pockets has taken the 
place of the war fever: Never mind—when Gen. 
Thompson declares war upon Santa Anna, we can 
, all march together in brotherly hatred.” 


AFRICA. 


By the bark Adairo, from Gambia, we receive in- 
_telligence, through the politeness of the first mate, to 
the 12th of June. The second Niger expedition 
started from Accra up the river on the Ist of April. 
We learn also that the captain of the English brig 
of war Rolla, had granted to a Spaniard at Cape 
| Mount, a certificate to enable him to buy slaves and 
keep them on his own plantation. 


One of the officers of the British steamer Pluto 
went ashore at Rio Nunez, and went to the house of 
a Mr. Curtis, the family all being absent except his 
‘daughter. The officer ransacked the house and 
| threatened to take her on board the steamer. He 
|}even went so far as to drag her from the house— 
when hearing a noise he abandoned his brutal pur- 
| pose, left the girl and walked to the beach—when he 
took a pistol from his belt and shot her dead. Mr. 
| Curtis is known to bea free trader. 


| Trade is very dull on the coast, which is lined with 
| vessels from all parts of the world. The boats of the 
brig Rolla came in contact with the Spanish slaver 
| Presidentia. The latter beat off the Rolla’s beats, 
| wounding seventeen men and two officers. Two days 
'after, the British frigate Madagascar fell in with her 
when a fight ensued. The Madagascar, with five 
boats, captured her enemy after a severe fight. We 
could not learn the number killed, though some of 
the fricate’s officers were wounded, and some of her 
men killed. The slaver had not a big gun on board 
—nothing but small arms—blunderbusses and mus- 
kets. { Tribune. 

| The extraordinary nature of this statement, re- 


| specting the alleged murder of Miss Curtis, induced 
ius to make inquiries of the captain of the Adairo, 
and he assures us that the account is substabtially 
| correct. Mr. Curtis is well known to all seafaring 
| men resorting to the coast of Africa; he trades with 
| the natives and with ships that arrive, but has noth- 
‘ing to do with slaves or the slave trade. 
| ‘The party from the Pluto which visited his house 
_accused hin of slave trading, and insisted on search- 
, ing the premises; his daughter, who was alone, her 
|father having gone ona short journey, resisted the 
| search and was undoubtedly shot in the melee, but it 
| was not known by whom—whether by the officer or 
_ by some other of the party. [.W. ¥. Com. 


HAYTT. 


PROCLAMATION. 











} r j ‘ 
Jean Pierre Boyer, president of Hayti. 
| Haytiens: A disastrous and horrific event has 


treme to that from which it was driven in 1836. The Clements’ company, named Gill, was shot on Wed-| thrown into mourning thousands of families. On the 


seductive example of felicity, up to that time always 
on the increase in the United States of America, led 
us to the compromising adoption of a system of go- 
vernment, that suited only that singular people. | 
Transcendental as was the error, we imagined that. 
the United States owed their prosperity to their in- 
stitutions, and not to the character of their people. | 
“We imagined, that by writing down for ourselves 
the same laws, and by adopting the’same forms, we 
could effectuate a complete revolution in the habits’ 
and customs and national spirit of the Mexicans. 
Debility and disunion were the’ consequences, be- 
Cause the action of the government every where | 
proved a nullity. Events have plainly indicated the | 
risks the country ran, and showed that its indepen- 
dence and existence as a nation was threatened. A 
mee or - ae foot on Texas nor can its ad- 
ance be checked but by an energetic 
one and indivisible. ’ Piscfecane | 
‘ “The Mexican republic has proudly raised itself 
rom its late prostrate position. The strength and 
pe of the army have been trebled, and the co- 
of ae nation are about to be unfurled on board 
. ts Ships of war. Reforms and improvements have 
Cen adoptedin our revenue system, and care has, 


een taken to make the Mexican people sharers in the 
Progress that distinguishes the se. . | 
Vol. Xil—Sie. 21. 


nesday last, in this city, by a member of the St. Louis | 17th instant, an earthquake. was experienced in al- 
volunteers, naméd Rufus Goodenow. Goodenow was | Most every part of the Island, whose violence was 
examined before the Mayor, and discharged, it ap-| particularly felt in the north east, north and north- 


pearing in evidence that Gill had attacked him, and 
was a dangerous and desperate character, and Goode- 
now acted in self-defence. 

Congress organized and received the president’s 
message on Wednesday evening—ten members of the 
senate and thirty of the house of representatives 
being present. The Telegraph says a generat dispo- 
sition appears to despatch the business submitted by 
the president and adjourn as saon as possible. 

[ Civilian. 


Corpus Curisti. 
place yesterday, but brought no important intelli- 
gence. The troops are under excellent discipline, 
and have become much more contented since they 
learned that a draft has been ordered by the president 
to carry on offensive war. Col. C. L. Owen has raised 
Jarge supplies of cattle and other stock and forwarded 
to them. The late rains that have fallen in such 
abundance in this section, have not extended west of 
the Colorado. The crops on the San Antonio and 
other western streams are almost entirely destroyed. 
Ih one field on that river, containing near four hun- 
dted acrés, scarcely a peck of corn could be gleaned. 

{ Star. 


A gentleman arrived from this | 


| west districts, where the effects have proved most 
disastrous. The city of Cape Hayti, which had been 
| long exposed to the injurious effects of tyrannical 
| rule, which had commenced to revive and recover its 
, prosperity, has been destroyed, and more than half 
| of the popuiation have perished. Those who have 
| escaped this melancholy catastrophe, remain without 
an asylum, exposed to al] the sufferings, the inevita- 
ble results of the affliction by which they have been 
visited. At Port au Pair the effects have not been 
so severe in proportion to the extent of the town and 
the number of the inhabitants. At Mole, Gonaives, 
Saint Louis on the north, Port au Plate, and in the 
other towns, where the shocks have been severe, we 
have to Jament but a small number of victims, 


My heart bleeds at this immense calamity. Why 
must | also deplore those excesses which render the 
measures of wo complete? 

Haytiens, you have partaken of my indignation in 
hearing that there are men so depraved in character, 
so inhuman, as to abandon themselves to plunder 
amidst the convulsions. of nature; who attempt to 
wrest from distracted families the scanty resources 
| remaining with them in their misfortunes, when reli- 
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gion and humanity prescribe to every one to fly to 
their succour. But if these atrocious excessesentail 
upon the guilty perpetrators a public stigma and con- 
demnation, how satisfactory to witness the lively ex- 
pression of sympathy, which the fate of the victims 
rd sufferers inspires to the nation at large! 

The manifestation of these noble sentiments will 
undoubtedly soothe and relieve their misfortunes. 

And you who have survived the loss of your pa- 
rents, your properties, 1 address myself to you; bring 
forth the courage~and resignation to meet those af- 
- flictions which no. human power could foresee, nor 


human foresightavert. Your afflictions are great, but | 
do not suffer yourselves to be prostrated. The ever 
watchful and guardian care of the republic will not, 


forsake you in your distress, and if it is not in the 

ower of the state to restore to you.what you may 
soot lost, it will. at least exert its utmost efforts to 
relieve the evil i oane situation... Given at the Na- 


tional palace, Port au Prince, 18th of May, 1842, 
and 39 of Independence. BOYER. 

















NATIONAL AFFAIKS. 


APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT, 
BY AND WITH THEADVICE AND CONSENT OF THE SENATE. 

Collectors of the the customs—Amos S. Tryon, dis- 
trict of Niagara, N. Y. vice S. Scovell, whose com- 
mission has expired. 

William Milford, district of Cuyahoga, Ohio, vice 
S. B. Merwin. 





pointed. 


Surveyor general—W m. Johnson, for Ohio, Indiana | 
| Shubrick, sailed on the 17th instant for the Brazil 

Surveyors—William Willard, Saybrook, Conn. re- station, to replace the Potomac already on her way 
appointed. Augustine Owen, Urbanna, Va. reap- homewards. 


and Michigan. 


pointed. 


Nuval officer—Robert Mackay, Savannah, Georgia, | 


reappointed. 


Land officers—Registers—J. T. Bradford, Lebanon, 


Alabama, reappointed. 


Cyril C. Cady, Palmyra, Missouri, vice William 


Wright, whose commission has expired. 


Peter Hebrard, Opelousas, Louisiana, vice G. A. 


Bryant, resigned. 


Benjamin R. Cowherd, at Jackson, Mississippi, steam frigate Mississippi, captain Salter now in that: 1833, 
| harbor, is understood to be under immediate orders | 1834, 


vice James M. Hartford, resigned. 


assistant surgeon, Ju'y 12, 1842. 


the command of the United States vessels afloat in 


| Reed, captain Bolton, captain Turner, commander 





| lieut. Wilkes, to investigate the causes of some mis- 


and some of his officers, during the exploring expedi- 
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Charles C. Keeney, of the state of Michigan, to be 


THE NAVY. : 
Commodore FE. P. Kennedy has been appointed te 


Norfolk harbor. 


A GENERAL NAVAL COURT MARTIAL will meet at 
New York on the 25th instant, for the trial of lieut. 
Pinckney, lieutenant Johnson, assistant surgeon Gil- 
liam, passed midshipman May, lieutenant comd’t. 
Reynolds, captain Walker, and others, on recrimi, 
nating charges. Lieut. commandant Wilkes will be 
tried, by the same court, on charges preferred by 
some of his late officers. Commodore Ballard is also 
to be tried. The court to consist of the following 
officers: com’s. Barron, Stewart, Biddle, Downes, 


Tatnall, and five heutenants. 


The New York Journal of Commerce says—The 
court has been ordered, by the special request of 


understanding which arose between lieut. Wilkes 


tion. 


The United States brig Somers, commander A. S. 
Mackenzie, sailed on the 1]th instant from N. York, 
on a cruise. 


The United States frigate Congress, capt. Voorhees,” 


‘Apeher Gifford Aiitciee of Newark, N. J. reap-| sailed on the 15th instant from Portsmouth, N. H. for 
; ‘ic , N. J. 


the Mediterranean. 


The United States frigate Columbia, eaptain E. R. 


ee 





STATES OF THE UNION, 








MAINE. 


REPRESENTATIVES IN CONGRESS. The Boston pa- 
pers say that state will be without a representatioa 
in the next congress, governor Fairtield having de. 
creed not to order elections this year. No provision 
was made, at the extra session, for districting the 
state according to the new apportionment bill, and 
the governor probably awaits the action of a new |e. 
gislature. 


VERMONT. 


Wuie convention. A convention. of whigs wa; 
held at Middlebury on the 6th, nearly eight hundred 
delegates being; resent. Horatio Seymour, of Mid. 
dlebury, presided. Cwarves Paine, the present go. 
vernor, was re-nominated, as were also the lieute. 
nant and treasurer; so that the entire whig ticket of 
last year is again in the field. Resolutions were 
passed strongly condemning the vetoes, &c. and aps 
proving of the course of the whigs in congress. 


NEW YORK. 


SraTe canats. Statement. showing the progres. 
sive increase of business on all the canals of this 
state, from the commencement of navigation on the 
Erie canal, 1820, to the close of the year 184}. 





Officers—Captain Edward R. Shubrick. Lieuts. 
Nathaniel W, Duke, Ist; Samuel Mann, 2d; J. B. 


Cutting, 3d; J. F. Green 4th; Charles Thomas, 5th; 
_J. Shubrick, 6th. 
| Surgeon—Solomon Sharp; assistant surgeon, S. R. 
_ Addison. 
| Midshipmen—F. G. Dallas, &c. 


Master—Theodore B. Barrett. 


Lieutenant Z. Zealen, comd’t. marines. 


The New York American says that the U. States 


Receiver-——John. Tucker, Natchitoches, Louisiana, | for the Gulf of Mexico. It is added, however, that 
vice J. B.C. Rachel, declined accepting the appoint- the cash to get her off is yet wanting. . 
_ ment. 


Attorneys of the United States—Thomas Douglass 
for the Eastern District of Florida, reappointed. 


George S. Hawkins, for the Apalachicola District 


in Florida, in the place of Wm. H. Brockenbrough 
resigned. 


Caleb L. Swayrde, Western District of Louisina. 
nited States—Hezekiah Hawley, for 


Marshal of the Un 
the Apalachicola Pistrict of Florida. 


Judge—Dillon Jordon, jr. Western District of Flo- 


rida. 


Justice of the peace—Thos. Courtney Donn, Wash- 


ington county, in the District of Columbia. 


Deputy postmasters—Charles H. Read, Troy, New 


York. 


William C. Bettincourt, Wilmington, N. Carolina. 
Isaac J. M. Lindsay, Greenboro, North Carolina. 


THE ARMY. 





The Madisonian states that the war steamer Union, 


>, built upon lieutenant Hunter’s plan and under his | 


supervision, measures one thousand and forty tons, 
and that her hull has been completed in all respects 


’, for the sum of sixty-four thousand dollars. This in- 
cludes hull, masts, spars, rigging, sails, boats and 
water works. Nautical men of the greatest expe- 


rience and skill admit that this vessel promises to be 


| as efficient as any other that has ever been built.— 
| With her machinery on board and every thing ready 
| for service, except her armament, her cost will not! 
| exceed one hundred and ten thousand dollars. 
is without doubt the cheapest vessel of war that has 


This 
has ever been built. 


Arrivay or U.S. vessets rrom Fiorwa. The 
brigantine and three schooners which satled from 
Indian Key on the 10th instant, arrived in Hampton 
Roads on Monday night, and came up on Tuesday 


Promotions in the army by the president, and with the’ about three o’clock, and anchored off the naval hos 


advice and consent of the senate. 


| pital. 
Brevet colonel J. B. Walbach, to be colonel of the! 


They are: 
Schooner Flirt, lieut. com. McLaughlin, senior of- 


4th regiment of artillery, March 19, 1842, vice Fen-) ficer of the squadron. 


wick, deceased. 


Brevet lieutenant colone! B. K. Pierce, to be lieut. 
colonel of the Ist regiment of artillery, March 19, 


1342, vice Walbach, promoted. 


Brigantine Jefferson, lieut. com. John Rogers. 
Schooner Van Buren, lieut. com. Marchand. 


| Schooner Madison, lieut. com. Herndon. 


The schooners Wave and Phenix remain at the 


Brevet major Levi Whiting, to be major of the Ist station. 


regiment of artillery, March 19, 1842, vice Pierce, 


promoted q 


First lieutenant W. P. Bainbridge, to be captain of | 
the 4th regiment of artillery, March 19, 1842, vice 


Whiting, promoted. 


Second lieutenant J. C. Pemberton, to be Ist lieut. 
of the 4th regiment of artillery, March 19, 1842, vice 


Bainbridge, promoted. 


First lieut. James R. Irwin, to be captain of the 
Ist regiment of artillery, May 16, 1842, vice F< Whit- 


ing, deceased. 


Second lieut. Henry C. Wayne, to be Ist lieut. of 
the Ist regiment of artillery, May 16, 1842, vice Ir- 


win, promoted. 


Brevet 9d hieut. John M. Brannan, to be 2d lieut. 
of the Ist regiment of artillery, May 16, 1842, vice 


Wayne, promoted. 


Second lieut. Charles F. Wooster, to be Ist lieut. 
4th regiment artillery, June 10,.1842. vice Jones, re- 


be assistant surgeoh, July 12, 1842 


ed. 
George Buist, of the state of South Carolina, to 


The United States steam frigate Missouri, capt. 


_ Newton left there last evening for New York. 


[Norfolk Herald of July 20. 


Tue ENGiisn Navy. 
ralty, in order to preserve the efficiency of their line 
of battle ships, and remove any advantages that the 
modern armed stea.n frigates may possess over them, 
have determined at once to fortify their bows and 
sterns with long Paixhans, or sixty eight pounders. 
This measure, it is expected, will not only enable 
them to keep the steamers at a respectable distance, 
but also to approach the harbors and towns on an 


enemy’s coast at p!easure, without being exposed to 


injury from battery cannon. [ Phila. Sent. 


We understand that a splendid war.steamer, to be 
named the Chippewa, is now upon the stocks at 
Kingston. Her burthen is 700. tons, and she will 
carry two long 82's and four 32 pounders. She 1s 
being built under the superintendance of Mr. Tuck- 


er, the able naval architect by whom the building of 


the Sydenham was superintended. [Montreal Her. 


The British board of admi- 


ae Tolls on all Tons arriving — Tons going 
; the canals. at tide water. from lide do, 
1820, $ 5437 
1821, 14.388 
1822, 64,074 
1823, 152,958 
1824, 340.642 34.136 
| 1825, 966,279 33 433 
| 1826, 765.104 302,170 39,496 
| 1827, 859,260 
| 1828, 8338 444 56,792 
, 1829, 813.137 
| 1830, 1,056 922 70.154 
| 1331, 1,223,201 86 945 
1832, 1,229,483 52 621 
1,463,820 119 463 
1,341,329 953.596 114 608 
| 1835, 1,543,986 753.191 128 910 
| 1836, 1.614.336 696,347 133,796 
| 1837, 1 292.623 611,781 } 22,130 
1838, 1,590,911 640,431 142,808 
1339, 1,616,382 602,128 142,03 
1840, 1,775,747 669.012 129.580 
| 1841, 2,034,832 774,334 162,715 


| Total toils, 22,208,943 


| Cost of the canals, (per report of the canal board, 
| February 23, 1837.) 








Length. 

| Erie canal, $7,143,790 364 miles. 

| Champlain, 1,257,604 64 ‘“* 

| Oswego, 565,437 38°: 
Cayuga and Seneca, 236,805 _. 
Chemung, 331,694 ag* * 
Crooked Lake, 156,777 Be 
Chenango, 2,270,605 oF: * 

Total, 11.962,712 631 


The Genesee Valley canal is estimated to cost, 
when completed, (123 miles) about $4,300,000. 


The Erie canal was commenced July 4, 1817, and 
first navigated from Utica to Rome, 15 miles, Octo 
ber 23, 1819. Tolls first received in 1320. Navigx 
ble over 200 miles, from Albany west, October 1823. 
Completed from Buffalo to Albany, October 1824. 


Champlain canal open to Albany in 1823 
Oswego canal, completed 1828 
Cayuga and Seneca canal, completed 13829 
Chemung canal, 6 1833 
Crooked Lake canal, 6 1833 
, Chenango canal, “ 


Genesee Valley canal opened to Mount Morris, 37 
miles, in 1840. 


The Ohio canal was opened from the Ohio river 


canal tolls since that period will be noticed. 

[New York Express. 
ae 
PENNSYLVANIA, 


IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT ABOLISHED. The act 
Pennsylvania has been signed by the governor aid !5 
now in force. The penalties against fraud on the 
part of debtors, in. its previsions, are stated to be 
very severe. | 


ee” 








*Ineluding Fesder. 
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to Lake Erie in 1332. The great increase of oul ic 


abolishing imprisonment fur debt in the state of 
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—— "a8 ; ™ ret 7 
es supce Porter. © The honorable Rober 

oa dormnenhy president of the 3d judicial district 
ae eign ates who died suddenly on his return-home 
a the 28th ultimo, from the .western part of the 


s in the 75th year of his age,,.He was a 


power in the revolutionary army for ;some time 
eres its close, and subsequently graduated at the 


iversi Pennsylvania... He read law under the 
ar Dickinson Sergeant, and was admitted 
to the bar in Philadelphia about the year 1738. He 
represented Philadelphia in the state legislature in 
oe years 1801 and 1292, and in 1309, on the,resig- 
nation of judge Spayd, was appointed by governor 
Snyder, president of the 3d judicial district, which 
office he filled for more than 20 years, with. the de- 
served reputation of an honest. man, a fine scholar 

d lawyer. 

— siete ta of the late general Andrew 
Porter. and a half brother of the present governor 
Porter. [Philadelphia sImerican Sentinel. 


Srare pest. A communication from the auditor | 
pursuant to a resolution of the senate, states 
the funded debt of the commonwealth, as registered 
at the Bank of Pennsylvania, to he as follows: 
Amount held by the citizens of Pennsylvania, 
$9 635.613 47 
1,030,537 00 
23,738,206 00 





“ citizens of other states, 
« subjects of foreign kingdoms 





$34,454,356 47 


Reports have been presented to the Pennsylvania 
legislature from the committee appointed to investi- 
ate the charges of bribery and corruption by the 
United States Bank or its agents, to influence legis- 
lation. The report,of the majority, presented by 
Mr. Sharswood, sets forth the fact that money to the 
amount of $130,000 was drawn from the United | 
States Bank in 1840, by George Handy, D. M. Brod- | 
head, and George W. Snith, and states that Brod- | 
head, George Reed, and Joseph Solms, were the | 
agents of the bank to obtain legislation. The com-. 
mittee exonerates the exectitive and members of that! 
lezislature from any participation of knowledge of 
corruption by the bank, ifs agents or officers, to ob- | 
tain legislation. Mr. Deford submitted a sort of ap-| 
pendix to this report, exculpating the executive from ' 
any knowledge of corruption by the bank. Mr.) 
Lowry made a minority report, setting forth that the | 
committee of investigation had thrown open every | 
avenue to obtain information, and even to admitted , 
hearsay testimony, in order to implicate the governor | 
and others, but that not an iota of testimony had | 
been elicited to affect the character of the executive 
or any member of the legislature. He advises that) 
criminal prosecutions be instituted against George | 
Reed, D. M. Brodhead, and George Handy. | 








ALABAMA. 
Bank statements. The Nashville Banner, says: | 
“We find in the last Huntsville Democrat an exhibit} 
of the condition of the bank of the state of Alaba-| 
ma at Tuscaloosa, (the mother bank), as published 
by W. Haven, cashier, on the 23d ult. This state- 
ment of the cashier exhibits a circulation, including 
deposites subject to checks, of about §900,000, to 
meet which, the bank has in its vaults $433,497 in 
specie, and notes of other banks amounting to 
$230,290. These compose the principle cash means 
inhand. It has, besides, notes discounted, 1,862,330; 
doilars, and bills of exchange to the amount of! 
$1,402,142. The Democrat estimates the circula- 
tion of the Huntsville, Montgomery, and Decatur 
branches, in the aggregate, at about $2,000,000, be- 
ing something less than $3,000,000 circulation out- 
Standing against these four institutions. To meet 
which they have not less than $1.500,000 of specie 
in their vaults, and exchange in New Orleans and 
New York to more than half that amount. If the 
estiinates of the Democrat are correct, the condi- 
tion of these banks is far from justifying the ruinous 
depreciation, which they have permitted their paper 
to reach; and it will be owing to culpable and walfui 
mismanagement, if they do not without delay, by 
concert of action, bring their paper up to the verge 
of the specie standard, which their condition plainly 
indicates it is in their power to do.” 








KENTUCKY. 


business ‘that ‘may promise a reward to enterprise. 
Eastern. exchange, 1; out of doors, par to }§ prem. 
Indiana:paper bought at 3 and sold at 2.” 


INDIANA. 
The London holders of Indiana bonds have ad- 








dressed a remonstrance dated on 24th March, 1842, 
and enclosed in a letter dated April 25th, to Samuel 


Bigger, esq., Governor of the State of Indiana, in| 
which they make an urgent appeal to the people of 


that state to make some provision for the payment of 
interest on its bonds. The paper is respectfully 
drawn up and presents the question of state liabili- 
ties in a clear point of view. 








ILLINOIS. | 

Tue Mormons. The editor of The Times and: 
Seasons, a semi-monthly periodical, devoted to the} 
eanse of “‘The Latter Day Saints’—in one of - his | 
last editorials, says: “In regard to moral principles, | 
there is no city either in this state or in the United 
States, that can compare with the. city of Nauvoo. 
You may live in our city a month and not hear an 
oath sworn, or see one person intoxicated.” And in 
proof of the allegation, an appeal is made to the re- 
cords of the state, the county and the city: ‘‘Where 
is there a record of murder committed by any of our 
people?—none: where is a record of a penitentiary 
erime?—none: where is the record of fine, or coun- 
tv imprisonment, for any breach of law, against any 
of the Latter Day Saints? I know of none They 
have taken away no man’s rights—they have infring- 
ed nolaw. The laws have been administered rigo- 
rously, even against the appearance of crime, and yet 
there has been no conviction, that I have heard of. 
Where is there another community of thirty thousand 
in any state, against none of whom there is a reeord 
of conviction for crime, for the space of three 
years?” 

After sundry other remarks, and amongst them a 
broad hint that they may probably send a member to 
the next legislature from Nauvoo, the writer adds: 
‘““who does not know, that to increase the population 
ten thousand a year with the most industrious people 
in the world—to pay thousands of dollars of taxes— 
to bring into the state immense sums of gold and 
silver from al} countries—to establish the greatest 
manufacturing city in America, (which Nauvoo will 
be in a few years,) and to create the best produce 
market in the west, is for the good and prosperity of 
the community at large, and of the state of Ilinvis 
in particular.” 

The same paper that contains the above has an 


article signed by Joseph Smith, Hyram Smith, and 


William Law, ‘‘members of the first presidency of 
the church of Latter Day Saints,” by twelve mem- 
bers of ‘The Quorum of Twelve,” and by N. K. 
Whitney, V. Knight, and George Miller, ‘Bishops 
of the above church,”—officially withdrawing “the 
hand of fellowship from Gen. John C. Bennett, as a 
christian; he having been laboured with: from time 
to time to persuade him to ainend his conduct appa- 
rently to no good effect.” 

This Bennett it appears had been mayor of the city 
of Nauvoo—and had received from Judge Douglass 
the appointment of master in chancery for Hancock 
county. The Burlington (lowa) Hawk Eye, inti- 


mates that said appointment was his reward for cer-' 


tain political services contracted for by Smith and 
imself, prior to the last Iilinois election. How- 
ever, that may be but a scandal;—president Joseph 
Smith, in a long statement proceeds to assign rea- 
sons for disowning Bennett. In process of this, it 
appears that said Bennett had left a wife and family 
to join the community of saints—or rather, that his 
wife having proof of his infidelity and ill usage, bad 
left him, and returned with her children to her fath- 
er’s family, at M’Connellsville, Ohio. Of this, as 
well as of his general bad character, Smith seems to 
have long since provided himself with testimonials. 

It appears from the statement that Bennett had 
not jong been in the community before he succceded 
in seducing 9 young lady. Of this, Smith, it seems 


| disapproved and privately admonished him, but his 


admonitions only induced the greater hypocrisy. He 
immediately insinuated himself with other females 
of the city, and ‘‘began to teach thei that promiscu- 
ous intercourse between the sexes, was a doctrine 
believed in by the latter day saints, and there was no 





LoutsvitiLe Money AFFAIRS. The Louisville Jour- 
ual of the 9th says: ‘Our banks are extremely easy, 
and take all the good paper offered. The resump- 
tion, a3 We anticipated, has placed them in a posi- 
lion to give all the facilities that the business of the 
Country may require. 


One 51,000, aud one $4,500. 


® stable superstructure, with ample capitel for any 


harm in it.”” Next, ‘the had recourse to a more in- 
fluential and desperately wicked course, and that 
was, to persuade them that myself and others of the 
, authorities of the church not only sanctioned, but 
, practised the same wicked acts’’—persuading his 
dupes to keep ali this. a seeret. ‘‘He accomplished 


Of the three banks, one has; hi. wicked purposes—and seduced an innocent fe- 
creased her specie, since the resumption, $15,0UU,| male by his tying. That was.not all. Not content 
We have now a so-| with having disgraced one female, he made an at- 
hid rock foundabon in Kentucky, whereon to build| tempt upon others, and by the same plausidie tale, 


-oremame them also." 








On being sharply reproved by Smith, the sta‘e- 
ment goes on, ‘‘Dr. Bennett made an attempt at sui- 
cide—and was much provoked at his life being sav- 
ed by the application of antidotes.” 


These facts it appears were proved by credible 
witnesses, sworn to, and subscribed, &c. Besides, 
which ‘twe also ascertained. by the investigation, 
that others had been led by his’ conduct to pursue 
the same adulterous practice,” by. making use of 
Similar expedients. 


To these statements are added, an affidavit of Ben- 
nett, sworn to before D. H. Wells, alderman, on the 
17th May, 1342, in which he declares that “‘he never 


_| was taught any thing in the least contrary to the 


strictest principles of the gospel, or of virtue, or of 
the laws of God, or man, under any circumstances, 
either directly or indirectly, in word or in deed, by 
Joseph Smith.” 


And to this again is attached, over the signature 
of the ‘Aldermen, Counsellors and Recorder,” a 
statement of a conversation which took place in the 
city council, May 19, 1842, which says: “Dr. John 
C. Bennett, ex-mayor, was then ealled upon by the 
mayor to state if he knew aught against him; when 
Mr. Bennett replied: ‘] know what Lam about, and 
the heads of the church know what they are about. 
I expect 1 have no difficulty with the heads of the 
church. I publicsy avow that any one wh» has said 
that I have stated that Gen. Joseph Smith has given 
me authority to hold ilhcit interedurse with women 
is a liar in the face of God, those who have said it 
are damned liars; they are infernal liars. He never, 
either in public or private, gave me any such autho- 
rity or license, and any person who states it is a 
scoundrel and a liar. I have heard it said that [ 
should become a second Avard by Withdrawing from 
the church, and that I was at variance with the 
heads and should use an influence against them be- 
cause T resizned the office of mayor; this is false. [ 
have nv difficulty with the heads of the church, and 
I intend to continue with you, and hope the time 
may come when [ may be restored to full confidence, 
and fellowship, and my former standing in the 
church; and that my conduct may be such 4s t6 war- 
rant my restoration—and should the time ever come 
that | may have the opportunity to test my faith it 
will then be known whether lam a traitor or a true 
man.’ ” 


In the last Burlington (lowa) Hawk Eye, we have 
the following letter to the editor: 
Marnvoo, Illinois, June 27, 1849, 
Mr. Fowarns: In your paper of the 234, you ‘al- 
lude to the “Trouble anong the Mormons,” and ex. 
press a desire or hope that ‘the schism is incurable,’ 
and J assure you itis really so. The holy Joe fears 
the consequences of my disclosures, and has threat- 
ened to take my life, and has ordered some of his 
Danite band to effect the murder clandestinely—biit 
he shatl be exposed. If he murders me, others wil! 
avenge my blood, and expose him; if [I live, I will 
do it to the entire satisfaction of all. Just suspend 
your judgment a few days until you see my expose in 
the “Sangamo Journal” of next week, or the week 
following, over my own name. 
In haste, yours respectfally, 
JOHN C. BENNETT. 


= ; we 
MISCELLANEOUS, 

















TARIFF. Coxtection or tre revenve. A com 
respondent of the Boston Atlas of 16th July, says: — 
‘President Tyler's desire to carry out the principles 
of the compromise bill, and his disposition to give the 
advocates of protection the advantages which the 
friends of that bill have always contended (and no 
oue more vociferously than Mr. Tyler), would arise 
from the adoption of the home,valuation, is manifes- 
ted in the instructions which have been issued to the 
coliectors of the various ports, Instead of honestly 
assessing the duties on the real value, in cash, at the 
place cf importation, the rule is, ander instructions 
Srom Washiagion, lo ascertain as near as possible said 
value, and then to deduct one sixth, and levy the du- 
ty on the balance—or, in other words, to levy the 
duty on the home value with. the. duty off, Thus, 
nearly all the advantages which have always been 
held out as an inducement to the home producers to 
acquiesce in this arrangement, are wilfully and arbi- 
trarlly destroyed. 

Under this rule, merchandise whieh has heretofore 
paid from 20 to 25 per cent. duty, has been va!ued a 
$6 66 the pound sterling, whieh, after deducting on 
sixth, leaves but $5 55 on which to lay the duty— 
making a difference on account of the home yvalua- 
tion of only 20 per cent. on, the difference. between 
$: 8) and $5 55, or on. 75 cents, or 15 cents on the 
, pound slerling, or about 23 per cent, thus adding by 
i tne new mode of valuation the enormous. protection 
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of three per ct. instead of the fifteen or twenty which 
it has always been contended would be the case.— 
Woollens are valued at $7 the pound sterling—which, 
after deducting one sixth, leaves, by the above cal- 
culation, a duty of about twenty-four per cent. or 
five per cent. Jess than the rate of duty previously to 
the first of July. The motives by which the execu- 
tive has been governed in giving these instructions, 
of course, it is difficult to understand—but certainly 
no one can suspect the president of being influenced 


-by a desire to. propitiate the favor of his free trade 


friends of the south, or to punish his tariff opponents. 
Perhaps it is the retroactive principle contained in 
the bill, of which he spoke in one of his letters, dur- 
ing the presidential canvass. = 

That there are conflicting opinions regarding the 
power of the government to collect any duties, under 
the present Jaw, it is well known—but there can be ne 
doubt that, if it has authority to collect any thing, it 
is 20 per cent. on the fair value of the article im- 
aiteek at the place of importation, without any de- 
duction whatever. 


THE TARIFF. Wecompile, says the New York 
American, from the National Intejligencer an ab- 
stract of the duties, on whbicl: the vote was taken on 
the last day in the house. All other duties remain 
as in the bill originally, except those on tea and cof- 
fee, which were stricken out. It is believed, howe- 
ver, that, under the general provision subjecting all 
non-enumerated articles to 20 per cent. duty ad valo- 
rem, teas and coffee are included. 

The amendments to the bill on certain articles, a- 
reed to in the House on Saturday, impose duties as 
ollows: 

Duty on wool, costing ‘not more than 7 cents per 

lb. 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

On all other wool, 8 cents per Ib. and 30 per cent. 
ad valorem. 

Woollen blankets costing not over 75 cents each 
and of 72 by 52 inches, 15 per cent. ad valorem; on 
al) other 25 per cent. 

On woollen and worsted yarn, 30 per cent. ad va- 


- lorem. 


On woollen and worsted mits, gloves, caps and 
binding, and woollen and worsted hosiery, 30 per ct. 
ad valorem. 

On ready made clothing for men, women or chil- 
dren, of whatever materials, 50 per cent. ad yvalo- 
rem. ; | 

On all other articles of clothing made up by hand, 
40 per cent. ad valorem. : 

Thread Jace and inserting, 15 per cent. ad valorem. 

Cotton Jace, insertings, trimming laces, bobbinet 
laces, &c. 2U per cent. ad valorem. ies 

On gold and silver laces, galloons, embrvideries 
with the needle on cloth, or other fabrics, except 
silk, 15 per cent. ad valorem, 

Raw cotton, 3 cents per Ib. % 

Manufactures of cotton (not otherwise specified), 
30 percent. All plain cottons not dyed or painted, not 
exceeding 20 cents per square yard in value, to be 
taken to cost 20 cents; if dyed or painted, not exceed- 
ing 80 cents per square yard, to be taken as costing 
that, except velvets, cords, moleskins, fustians, buffa- 
lo cloths, or goods manufactured by napping, or rais- 
ing, cutting, or shearing, not exceeding in value 35 
cents per square which shall be taken at 35 cents, and 
the duties calculated accordingly, 

On bar or bolt iron, wholly or in part made by roll- 
i 97: per ton. 
ing Or hikes of all kinds, dried or salted, 5 per cent. 

em. 
wT rae renewing amendment, intended to apply as 
retaliatory against those countries which, by high 
duties, eer exclude our tobacco, flour, &c. was 
on- red in: 

nesec. 12, 13 and 14, which lay an additional duty of 
90 per cent. on the duty of certain articles, to cease 
upon the reduction of the duty in foreign countries 
upon tobacco, wheat, flour and rice; and also to take 
otf twenty per cent. of the duties, exclusive of the 
above additional duties, upon certain reductions tak- 
ing place in foreign countries on tobacco, wheat, flour 
and rice. : | 

The section introduced by Mr. Saltonstall, for a 

artial warehouse system Was non concurred in. 

On foreign sugar, refined in the United States, a 
drawback on exportation of 3} cents. 

On ‘spirits distilled from molasses, a drawback 
of five cents per gallon, till Ist January, 1843, and 
thence to decrease annually one cent, until it ceases 
TRH cthiend let to‘allow on flour exported, when 
manufactured from foreign wheat, drawback equa! 
to the duty, was non-concurred in—63 to 141, as by 
the’ same vote" was an ainend went to allow on cordaze 
manufactured from Manilla, Sunn, or other India 
grass, a drawback equal to the duty. 


classes. 
FREE WHITE PERSONS—MALES. 
Under five years of age . 
Of five and under ten 
Of ten and under fifteen 
Of fifteen and under twenty 
Of twenty and under thirty 
Of thirty and under forty 
Of forty and under fifty 
Of fifty and under sixty 
Of sixty and under seventy 
Of seventy and under eighty 
Of eighty and under ninety 
Of ninety and under one hundred 
Of one hundred and upwards 


Total number of males 
FEMALES. 

Under five years of age 
Of five and under ten 
Of ten and under fifteen 
Of fifteen and under twenty 
Of twenty and under thirty 
Of thirty and under forty 
Of forty and under fifty 
Of fifty and under sixty 
Of sixty and under seventy 
Of seventy and under eighty 
Of eighty and under ninety 
Of ninety and under one hundred 
Of one hundred and upwards 


Total number of females 
Total number of free white persons 


Under ten years of age 

Of ten and under twenty-four 

Of twenty-four and under thirty-six 
Of thirty-six and under fifty-five 

Of fifty-five and under one hundred 
Of one hundred and upwards 


‘Total number of males 

FEMALEs. 

Under ten years of age 

Of ten and under twenty-four 

Of twenty-four and under thirty-six 

Of thirty-six and under fifty-five 

Of fifty five and under one hundred 

Of one hundred and upwards 


Total number of females 

Total number of free colored persons 
SLAVES—MALES. 

Under ten years of age 
Of ten and under twenty-four 
Of twenty-four and under thirty-six 
Of thirty-six and under fifty-five 
Of fifty-five and under one hundred 
Of one hundred and upwards 


Total number of males 

| FEMALES. 

Under ten years of age 

Of ten and under twenty-four 

Of twenty-four and under thirty-six 

Of thirty-six and under fifty-five 

Of fifty-five and under one hundred 

Of one hundred and upwards 
Total number of females 
Total number of slaves 





*Total aggregate 

| 

| White persons included in the foregoing 
who are deaf and dumb, uuder four- 





CLASSIFICATION OF THE CENSUS oF 1840: 
The number of “free white males” of the age of 
20 and under fifty years, is 1,725,429, being nearly one- 
sixth of the entire population. The nnmber between 
eighteen and forty-five years, within which ages they 
are generally liable to militia duty, is about 2,759,670. 
Official epitome of the whole population of the states and 
territories of the United States, exhibiting the general 
aggregate amount of each description of persons, by 


14,189,108 
FREE COLORED PERSONS—MALES. 


1,270,790 
1,024,072 
879,499 
756,022 
1,322,440 
866,431 
536,568 
314,505 
174,226 
80,05] 
21,679 
2,507 

406 


7,249,266 


1,203,349 
986,921 
836,588 
792,168 

1,253,395 
779,097 
502,143 
304,810 
173,299 

80.562 
23,964 
3,231 
315 


6,939,842 





56,323 
52,799 
35,308 
28,258 
13,493 

236 


186,467 





55;069 
56,562 
41,673 
30,385 
15,728 

361 


199,778 
386,245 


422,599 
391, 3h 
235,373 
145,264 
51,288 
753 


— = 


1,246,408 





421,470 
390,075 
239,787 
139,201 


Ba ed : 
In agricuiture 3,717,756 

Total number of free persons employed 3 
as miners 


15,203 | 
In commerce 117,575 3 
In manufactures and trade 791.545 | 
In navigation of the ocean 56,025 | 
In navigation of canals, lakes and rivers 33,067 | 
In learned professions 65,235 Fy 
Slaves and colored persons included in : 
the foregoing who are deaf and dumb 977 | 
Who are blind © . 1,899 | 
Who are insane and idiots al private 
charge 2.093 
Who are insane and idiots at public 
charge 839 
Total number of pensioners for revolu- 
tionary or military services, 20,797 


Of universities or eolleges, 173 


Of students in universities or colleges, 16,933 
Of academies and grammar schools, 3,949 
Of students in academies and grammar , 

schools, 164,159 
Of primary and common schools, 47,209 
Of scholars in common schools, 1,845,244 
Of scholars at public charge, 468,261 
Of white persons over 20 years of age 

who cannot read and write, 





THE SLAVE TRADE. The following startling 
account of the extent to which the slave trade js stjjj 
prosecuted, is from the New Bedford Mercury. 


arrived at this port on Saturday last, from St. Hele. 
na, has furnished us with a list, carefully compiled 
hy a friend at that place, of the slave vessels and 
number of slaves captured by H. B. M. vessels of 
war on the west coast of Africa, and taken to the 
island of St. Helena for adjudication, and condem» 
ed at that place during the period from July 3, 1840, 
to May 6, 1842. It cannot but excite surprise and 
indignation among our readers in learning of the 
great extent to which this nefarious practice is still 
carried on. The list before us includes thirty-two 
vessels, having on board at the time of their capture 
no less than’ five thousand one hundred and thirty-nin 
slaves. Of these, 1,736 have died; 1,332 have been 
conveyed to the Cape of Good Hope, 542 to Dem- 
rara, 120 to Jamaica, 201 to Trinidad, 198 have been 
apprenticed at St. Helena, and 1,010 remain to bx 
sent, in accordance with their own choice, to the 
British colonies. Of the thirty-four slavers, 28 were 
captured under Portuguese colors, 2 Brazilian, | 
Monte Video, and 3 English. Among the latter, is 
the brig Cypher, formerly of Salem, Mass, 

The number of vessels successfully engaged in 
the traffic in slaves must be, of course, far greater 
than the number of captures. The unfortunate Af 
ricans who thus fell into the hands of these inhuma 
monsters, are found crowded together in a most de- 
plorable condition. Such of them as have the good 
fortune to be recaptured are landed at St. Helena, 
where they are placed in suitable depots provided 
for their reception by the British government, and 
humanely provided for; or in case of disease exist 
ing among them, those infected are placed on board 
of a roomy vessel lying at anchor at the leeward ol 
the principal anchorage, and placed under proper 
medical treatment. Those who may choose to ¢) 
to service as laborers on the island, are permitted 
do so fora term of from three to seven years, undet 
the approbation of the collector of the customs, will 
all the rights and immunities of British subjects. Our 
correspondent says: ° 

“These captures are made, and the negroes de 
clared free in virtue of a late order-in council of 
Her Britannic majesty. Butit must be very ques 
tionable whether the present mode of disposing of : 
these people is a strictly justone. No doubt Great 
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teen years of age 1,919 
Of fotirteen and under twenty-five 2,056 
Over twenty-five 2,707 

| White persons who are included in the 
| foregoing who are blind 5,024 
Who are insane and idiots at public 
charge 4,329 
|Who are insane and idiots at private 
| charge 10,179 
*Potal numer of persous Oueboard Ol vessens oF War 


in the United Siaies naval seryice, June 1, 1840, 6,100: 


States 17,068,666. 


Britain means well. Would it not be a more cor F 
sistent plan to restore these poor wretches to thell F 
| own native homes, to burn the vessels they are found | 
_ in, then to puton shore in Africa those piratical vil | 
lains who would thus entrap and enslave thet 
| Hence would the liberated African in name, be lide f 
| rated in reality—a just retribution would fall on the 
| heads of his enemies, who would now in turn be ” 
the negro’s power, and Great Britain would be sav- 
‘ed the enormous expense of thus maintaining them: 

‘At present the captains, officers and crews, ar 
permitted to go at large, and until they can find ships 
to take them from St. Helena, are allowed by go 
vernment 84 cents per diem. Instead of this, wou! 
it not accord more with strict justice to award oa 
poreal punishment and seven years confinement wil! |9 
hard labor at thé public works, to these monsters ¢ q 
iniquity? If this was done, itis presumed it Tale - 
‘have a salutary effect in preventing stch-diabolica, = 











land fiendish proceedings being repeated. neu * 4 
‘inaking the total aggregaie population of the United | these brutal captains has been taken three tim 4 


| different vesse!s.”’ 
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~HERCULEAN POWER. The most stupendous 
effort of human strength and endurance ever exhibit- 
ed or that ever may- be again, was witnessed by a 
large auditory on Monday evening at the Bowery 
theatre. It was announced in the bills that Mons. 
Paul was to resist the power of two of the strongest 
horses to be found in New York, on a wager of one 
thousand dollars. The animals selected to pull 
against him were a pair of large sized Pennsylvania 
bred horses, that are in the daily habit of drawing 
from two to three tons of granite at a load, suspend- 
ed from an enormous truck used for that purpose.— 
Paul, after firing the cannon, weighing 400 pounds, 
from his shoulders, and ascending the fireman’s rope 
feet uppermost to the flies, by means of his hands 
alone, and other Herculean feats, proceeded to place 
himself horizontally upon a strong oak ladder, made 
fur the purpose, in order to make the grand effort.— 
The horses were led on by their regular driver, and 
harnessed to a rope fastened to Paul’s feet. To this 
rope were attached three broad ribbons, or girths, one 
of which was drawn tightly over his loins, and the 
others ever each shoulder. The brace afforded by 
his feet against the step of the ladder, the divided 
power of the girths and his hold with both hands 
upon the upper part of the ladder, constituted his 
only resistance to the immense power he had to con- 
tend against. 

Paul’s body, when thus disposed, resembled that of 
a malefactor upon the inquisitorial rack, preparatory 
to being torn to pieces. When the colossal horses 
were brought upon the stage, and attached to the feet 
of the intrepid performer, a sensation of horror seem- 
ed to pervade every part of the house. It was deem- 


ed certain by those having charge of the horses, that 
> he would be drawn off the ladder. The word was 
~* given—the harness straightened—the ladder creaked 


and strained—the two ropes by which one end of it 
was secured to the stage, stretched and threatened to 
break; the horses, aided by a platform upon the stage 
with cleats to brace their. eet, strained every muscle 
and vein,—the well known voice of the driver—the 
lash repeated again and again, all failed to force the 
enduring champion from his hold. The shouts of the 
audience—the waving of handkerchiefs, and the 
withdrawal of the horses, proclaimed his triumph.— 
Paul offered to repeat the performance and to resist 
with one hand and one foot, but the manager very 
properly would not permit it. The audience were 
satisfied with what they had seen, that Paul is be- 
yond all question the most powerful man in existence. 


In order to convince the public, that there was no 
trick or deception in this extraordinary exhibition, 
Mr. Hamblin invited a portion of the audience behind 
the scenes to witness the preparations, and examine 


~ every thing connected with the performance. 


Mr. Paul takes his benefit this evening, and pulls 
against four horses, besides introducing a variety of 
other new feats. 


Mons. Paul attained his eighteenth year in March 
last. [.NV. Y¥. Courier & Eng. 


os 
bacea 











POLITICS OF THE DAY. 


During the discussion on the tariff subject in ‘the 
house of representatives on July 8th, Mr. Weller, 
(V. B.) of Ohio, called on his colleague Mr. Mathiot 
to substantiate certain charges which the latter had 
previously made against president Tyler. Mr. Ma- 
thiot thereupon rose to address the house. The 





@) National Intelligencer has a report of what was said 


y him in proof of his charge, from which the fol- 
lowing extracts are made: 


Mr. Mathiot proceeded to say:—The fact transpir- 
ed during the extra session, and while the first bank 
bill was pending, just before it had received the ex- 
ecutive veto, As soon as it was ascertained that the 
president was about to veto the bill, the whigs retir- 
ed from the white house. The president complain- 
ed of this, and said he was left in the hands of the 
peolocps, and was anxious to see his whig friends. 
hen the members of the Ohio delegation ascer- 
ined this to be the case, they held a meeting for 
i purpose. of consulting on the propriety of visit- 

& ‘ne president. Strong objections were urged by 
some, especially by an aged and venerable member, 
Serie i, to be Mr. Morrow,) on the ground that 
os © $o important « bill was pending before him, it 
: indelicate in members of congress to intrude 

pot the chief magistrate. The executive and le- 
PE i: branches of the government were distinct 
a the ge eendent, and the president ought to be left 
thea ane of his own judgment in the case. But 
mined et ee were overruled, and it was deter- 
and th y the majority that the visit should be paid, 
the ad MPpOINLed a commitiee of two, to wait on 
preci ent. They called and inquired when the 
ae nt could be seen? The answer was, that he 

Snot. only willing but anxious to see them, and 





wotilld receive them at five o’clock that afternoon, 
(Friday.) They went accordingly; the president 
met them at the door, and gave them a most polite 
reception; and Mr. M. would now give to the com- 
mittee, if not the very language of the president, the 
substance at least of what he said. 

The president told them he was extremely glad to 
see them there; that he understood the object of 
their visit; they were there to havea free and frank 
interchange of opinions, and he desired there should 
be wo concealment, but that they would tell him 
frankly all their mind. He had once made up his 
mind to return the bank bill to congress: but he was 
willing to reconsider that determination. He would 
accompany members the next day on a visit to the 
ship Delaware (then lying off Annapolis,) he would 
dismiss the subject from his mind, and suffer no gen- 
tleman to approach him in regard to it: on Sunday 
morning he would go to church and say his prayers; 
and in the afternoon he would retire to his cham- 
ber—shut out the world—and carry the whole sub- 
ject to the throne of grace and ask direction. from 
on high; and if after that he could bring his con- 
science to let him sign the bill, he would sign it, and 
if not, he prayed heaven—[here Mr: M’s voice he- 
came low and broken; he put his hands to his eyes, 
and what he said was lost to the reporter. While, 
however, Mr. M. seemed thus deeply affected, there 
was a general roar of laughter throughout the house. ] 

Mr. M. proceeded to say that he had then felt sat- 
isfied the president inteuded to return the bill, yet 
when he saw the big tear standing in his eye, and 
heard him speak of his mental anguish, no power on 
earth would have induced him to doubt his sincerity; 
he then believed him to be perfectly honest. But 
mark the result! After the president had dried his 
tears, the delegation gave him to understand that 
they had not come there to embarrass him on the 
matter. They came there to tell him frankly what 
they believed would be the effect of the return of 
the bill upon the country generally, and upon their 
own state in particular: which they accordingly did, 
setting forth the injurious consequences which could 
not fail to follow. 


The president heard them patiently; and then said 
“gentlemen you are mistaken—you are entirely mis- 
taken. The only effect it can have will be this: the 
opposition, the loco focos, wij] raise a shout of tri- 
umph; but that cannot deter me from doing my duty. 
But; if I do return this bill, you can immediately re- 
port the bill which was proposed by Mr. Ewing in 
the senate, and can pass it in. three days: let me 
have that bill and I will promptly give it my signa- 
ture.” Mr. M. understood him clearly to signify 
that that was the bill he was in favor of—and if it 
were passed he would promptly sign it. Mr. M. 
told him that that bill had one feature in it which 
would prevent the whigs from voting for it; which 
was, that branches could not be extended into the 
states without the assent of the states: the practical 
result of which would be that none but whig states 
would receive the bank, and the plan would effect no 
general benefit to the country. His reply was, 
‘‘why, you cannot have examined that bill: it is not 
possible you can have made yourself acquainted with 
its provisions.” Mr. M. told the presidegt that he 
had carefully conned the bill over and studied it. 
The president said it could not be; and that if Mr. 
M. would examine it, he would find that the bank 
was empowered to extend branches into the states 
with or without their consent, if it was necessary to 
carry out the constitution. He spoke of the diffe- 
rent sections of the bill, and seemed familiar with 
its details. When the delegation retired he follow- 
ed them to the door, and said that if they had any 
regard for him they would, in case this bill should be 
vetoed, introduce Mr. Ewing's bill, pass it, send it to 
him, and he would sign it. . There was other con- 


versation which the president had with other mem-_| 


bers of the delegation, and which is not material, to 
the matter in issue, and which Mr. M. would not re- 
peat. 

This was about six o’clock on Friday evening. On 
the Monday morning following, Mr. M.’s colleague 
from the Montgomery district (Mr. Goode) called at 
the president’s house and found him preparing his 
veto, After he had finished his business with the 
president, the president said to him, 1 wish you to 
say to the members of the Ohio delegation that 
“when Isaidto them I would approve and sign Mr. Ew- 
ing’s bill, I had not then read the bill.’ This, too af- 
ter having argued with Mr. M. on the Friday even- 
ing before on the principles of the bil], and refer- 


ing to its different sections! Mr. M. regretted that 


his colleague (Mr. Goode) was not now present; but 


we a ————— 


not discussed the provisions of Mr. Ewing’s bill, in 
its different sections, 2nd he should call on his other 
colleague (Mr, Goode) to say whether the presideist 
did not afterwards tell him he had not then read the 
bill. He now appealed to the committee to say whe- 
ther he had not redeemed the pledge he had given to 
prove the assertion he had made? {Much sensation in 
the house. ] 


He said that from the president’s Janguage it was 
obvious he must have read the bill; for he argued on 
the provisions of its several sections. Why was it 
necessary for him to say that he had not then read 
the bill? Look at the facts. On the Saturday, instead 
of accompanying the members of congress in their 
visit tv the ship Delaware, as he said he would, he 
remained at home. Every body was disappointed that 
he did notgo. Another distinguished gentleman also 
abstained from going. [Mr. M. was conjectured to 
allude to Mr. Wise.} Now he would not say that the 
president was at that time busily i a gr with any 
one in concocting his veto message, but it appeared 
that the veto was then prepared. Mr. M. thought 
that when the president spoke to him with the big 
tears upon his cheeks, he was honest in what he said; 
and he still believed, if Mr. Ewing’s bill had then 
been presented to him he would have signed it. For, 
look at the doctrine contained in the first veto mes- 
sage. The president there laid down the doctrine that 
a bank having branches in the states, whether with 
or without state assent, is unconstitutional, if those 
branches have the power of Jocal discount: that was 
the point on which he placed his disapprobation of 
the biH; it gave the branch banks the power of local 
discounts. Mr. Ewing’s bill, which he had been so 
earnest to have sent to him, provided that branches 
could be established in the states only with their con- 
sent; but, when thus admitted, should have the power 
of local discount. Here the president found himself in 
difficulty, and, as the only way to get ont of the incon- 
sistency, he resorted to the assertion that he had not 
so much as read the bill. 


Mr. Snyder inquired whether word had not been 
sent to the Ohio members by Mr. Slade, on Friday 
evening, by the president, that he had now read the 
bill and found he could not sign it? 

Mr. Mathiot said he had heard of no such thing, 
nor could it have been so; for the first intimation 
he received that\the president would not sign it was 
from his eolleague (Mr. Goode) on Monday morn- 
ing. 

Mr. Weller inquired whether there had not been a 
report accompanying Mr. Ewing’s bill, and the presi- 
dent’s impressions might not have been derived from 
that report without having read the bill? and might he 
not from that have been prepared to speak about the 
bill as he had done on Friday evening to the delega- 
tion? 

Mr. Mathiot said he knew nothing about that; the 
president had spoken familiarly of the different sec- 
tions of the bill, as though he were well acquainted 
with it. Was it likely he would pledge himseif to sign 
a bill he had never read? 


Mr. M. said he had risen not with any desire to ad- 
dress the committee, but merely to relieve himself 
from any imputation of having made a false and injuri- 
ous charge. He believed he had accomplished that 
object. The house had his assertion on the one side 
and the president’s on the other. Mr. M. would be 
sustained by his colleagues; and if the facts were as he 
stated them, who could doubt that, to get out of a dif- 
ficulty, the president had tolda falsehood. Mr.-M. 
said, that having redeemed his pledge, he would now 
resume his seat. 


Much confusion prevailed. There was a contest 
for the floor. Mr. Gilmer called Mr. Gordon to order. 
The chair explained, and finally— 





Mr. Gordon having obtained the floor, proceeded 
to address the committee on the tariff subject. 


| 











LETTER FROM GEN, JACKSON, 











Hermitage, June 9, 1842. 
Dear sir: I have received your letter of the 24th 
of May last, and, since, I have also received the 
Globe containing the speech of Senator Conrad, of 
Louisiana, on the bill to refund to me the fine, &c. 
| imposed by Judge Hall, who is styled by Mr. Conrad 
' the upright judge. 
| The feeling and sentiment displayed by Mr. Con- 
‘rad in his speech truly astonish me. They are the 
| very opposite of those entertained by the patriots 
| who were engaged in the defence of New Orleans, 
not one of whom considered Judge Hall as perform- 





he had had a conversation with that gentleman not| ing the part of a good citizen in the proceeding which 


three days since, and he was quite sure he would con- | he instituted against me. They are such as Abner 
firm every word of this statement. He now called on| L. Duncan, esq.—under whose patronage Mr. Con- 


his colleagues who had been present to say whether, 


| rad was raised, and who, with the character ofa dis- 


in theirinterview with the president the presidenthad tinguished jurist, combined that of the fearless, sol- 
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dier and the good man—would have been ashamed to 
avow. Although at that time Mr. Conrad was a 
youth, he cannot have forgotten the leading facts of 
the vase; and the lessons he learned from his patron 
should have taught him to distrust the motive of 
those who, in such an emergency as that of New 
Orleans, obtained ‘applause from those alone who 
were inimical] to‘the country. 

It isa source of the deepest regret to me, that Mr. 
Conrad has disturbed the sleeping ashes of the judge, 
for the purpose of throwingan unjust imputation on 
my character. The fault must be his, if, in doingso, 
truth and justice will compel the public to discredit 
his statements. ° 

What are the prominent facts? 

After intelligence had been received of the em-. 
barkment of the British troops at Plymouth, in Eng- | 
land, and that their object was the invasion of New | 
Orleans; and whilst J was engaged with all exertions. 
in repelling their advance, which was then in posses-— 
sion of Pensacola—it bemg necessary for me to clear | 
my left flank of the enemy before I could proceed to | 
New Orleans to meet them there—several commit-_ 
tees from New Orleans waited upon me at Mobile, | 
(the committee of safety and the committee of vigi- 
lance), all giving me similar information to that 
communicated. by Governor Claiborne’s letters, 
which were appended to my advice, and produced 
before Judge Hall, under his rule io appear and show | 
cause why an atiackment should not issue for a cons 
tempt, which you have published in the Globe, and 
to which I refer. -Having expelled the British from 
Pensacola, and made the necessary arrangements for 
the defence of Mobile, 1 hastened to New Orleans, 
and reached there on the morning of the Ist of De- 
cember—commencing then my arrangements for the 
defence of that country.. When | arrived there, ev- 
ery thing was despondency and alarm at the ap- 
proach of such an overwhelming force. The traitors 
to our cause were emboldened. There were no arms 
—not even flints—in the arsenal; and the means for 
defence were in all respects deficient. . Ll had nothing 


to depend upon but the hope of arousing the citizens | 


to that high feeling of patriotism which would make 
them as one man in union end energy. A call was 
made on the Louisiana militia in mass; plans were 
formed to prevent the traitors and spies from com- 
municating with the enemy. 


Soon after my arrival, 1 was made acquainted with 
Judge Hall, who appeared willing to aid in the mea- 
sures of defence. Hie was present at many inter- 
views I had with the committees of vigilance and 


ans to some violence, or of subjecting me to the im- 


before the arrest was made, he secreted himself, un- 


are his judicial authority within your camp, there- 





a 


sentinels in the night—fled to the upper country, and 
did not return until after the battle of the Sth. On 
his return, he was received with great coldness by 
all his republican friends. becatise he had left them 
and the city, exposed to the attacks of an infuriated 
soldiery. when he ought to have remained. and by 
his example, stimulated a noble defence. This re- 
ception mortified the judge. He was thrown into a 
fit of dissipation, and into the hands of Blane, Lou- 
aller & Co., who made a tool of him to bring about 
a conflict between the civil and military power, un- 
der the expectation of exciting the brave Louisiani- 





utation of military tyranny. Mr. Conrad well 

nows what difficulty I had in restraining the people 
from committing violence on the judge, Louallier, 
Blane & Co. 

About the time of the judge's return to the city, 
Louallier published his inflammatory address to the 
people, intended to creaté mutiny in our camp, and 
the desertion of the troops from their posts of de- 
fence. He was arrested for exciting mutiny, and as 
a spy for giving intelligence to the enemy; not—as 
Mr. Conrad asserts in his speech—for a libel. But, 


til he had arranged with Judge Hall for the appear- 
ance of a writ of habeas corpus. This being done, 
he made his appearance at the coffee-house on the 
Sth of March, when he was arrested. On his being 
delivered to the provost guard, Col. Arbuckle com- 
manding, who had instructions to treat him kindly, 
and to furnish him with pen, ink, and paper, &c. 
communicated to him his instructions. Louallier 
thanked him, saying, “I will not be one hour with 
you.” “How so?” inquired Col. A. He replied, 
“there is¢a writ of habeas covpus out for me.” This 
was communicated to me. | immediately sent to 
inquire whether it was true that Judge Hall had is- 
sued the writ before Louallier was arrested. Being 
informed that it had been so issued, and that Judge 
Hall’s name was subscribed to it, I forthwith issued 
an order for the arrest of D. A. Hall, for aiding,abet- 
ting, and exciting mutiny in my camp. This was on 
the Sth. Shortly after Mr. Duplessis, then marshal, 
informed me that | was ‘acting on the belief that 
the record would prove that Judge Hall had exer- 


by interfering with the police of the camp, in viola-| 
lion of martial law, and aiding and exciting mutiny 
within it. In this you will be mistaken. ‘Therefore 
you had better look to it, and see whether the date 


ES ee a a ae ae ae tt ee 


intended—that is to say, to show on the trial of g 
prosecution against me, that J had orrested him be. 
fore he had attempted to exercise judicial authority 
in my camp, then under martial law, the necessity of 
declaring said law being admitted by him? Was jt 
consistent with the character of an upright judge, 
after putting me under the rules to show cause wh 
an attachment should not issue against me, and, on 
my appearance with my defence, to refuse to hear 
me—particularly as he was sitting in his own eause, 
and from whose judgment there was no appeal: 
Lastly: was it not illegal and unjust in him, after he 
had approved the declaration of martial Jaw, on the 
ground of that necessity whose office it is to make 
the law silent when this is indispensable to save the 
republie?—was it not, I say, dishonorable in him to 
institute proceedings against me, and insult and fine 
me, for defending the country by the means he ap. 
proved and eid there being no other offence 
really charged against me? Js there a man, not car- 
ried away by party feelings, who, hearing the facts, 
will not pronounce it one of the most unjust and 
vindictive decisions ever pronounced by a judge? 

But I will not pursue the subject further. My 
thanks are due to the legislatures of New York, 
Ohio, and Michigan, for their expressions ealeu!ated 
to induce congress to wipe froni my memory the im- 
putation cast upon it by the actof this tyrannical 
and vindictive judge. My thanks are due, also, to 
that portion of the senate which has expressed a 
wish to refund the fine, but not on the principle con- 
tended for by those who amended the original bill. | 
am obliged to regard the proviso of Mr. Bayard, 
adopted by the majority, as intended. to insult ny 
feelings. What! take from congress money instead 
of justice? When I apply to congress. it will be to 
demand justice, not to ask a favor. The patriotic 
states of New York, Ohio, and Michigan, did not ask 
congress to extend to mea favor. They wanted the 
stain upon my character, imposed upon it by Judge 
Hall, without good reason, wiped away. 

With the smiles of Providence, and by the aid of 
my brave compatriots in arms, afier many days of 
toil and nights of watchfulness, New Orleans was 
preserved from the hostile tread of a foreign foe, 
and her amiable females proteeted from insult and 
pollution. In thestruggle, I risked my health, my 
life and, what is dearer than either, my reputation, 
and, if, the honorable senators from Louisiana, 
(Messrs. Conrad and Barrow) believe that I ouglit 
to be fined, and disgraced for it, I leave them to en- 





has not been altered from the 5th to the 6th, since 





safety. The legislature was in session, and had 
passed a law laying an embargo on all vessels; thus 


enabling Commodore Patterson to impress the sea- | swered, by Judge Hall—that he had sent for him | 
The Judge had opened | 


memrto a man in his flotilla. 
the jails, and liberated the prisoners charged with 
piracy, &e. without bail, and had adjourned the 
court. The subject was discussed whether, in addi- 
tion to these measures, a real necessity did not exist 
for thé declaration of martial law in New Orleans, 
which had now become my camp. The judge was 
present when this question was decided in the affir- 
mative, and, by his gestures he appeared to approve 
the decision. Butas the legislature had assumed the 
power to pass the embargo law, acting upon the ne- 
cessity of the case, | ft apie to it to exert the same 
power in suspending the writ of habeas corpus dur 
ing the invasion. ‘This was opposed by Louallier, 
and those who wished to surrender the city to the 
enemy. The application failed. Events, however, 
soon made it apparent that, without the declaration 
of martial jaw, the city could not be defended; and | 
took the responsibility upon myself of making the 
declaration in time to profit by the additional power 
itgave to the military arrangements for the defence; 
and the morning I.deelared it, Judge Hall was in my 
office, and heard.it.read.. It was then he exclaimed, 
Now the country may be saved! without it, it was lost.— 
Application was ‘then made to the legislature to ad- 
journ, in order that all might join in the defence.— 
‘Shis was refused by the majority—the republican 
members voting for it. A request was then made 
by the governor to adjourn to Baton Rouge. ‘This 
was also refused—the republicans voting tor it. The 
enemy had attacked and destroyed our gun boats, 
which gave new alarm to some, and fresn encourage- 
ment to traitors. 
true patriot. 
Que of the details of the order declaring martial 


law was, “that the lamps be put out at nine o'clock, | 
and all found in the streets aiter that shall be appre-_ 
hended, and carried to the provost guard for exami-| 
nation.” This proved inconvenient to the judge who | 


was a bachelor, and spent his evenings with the ta- 
dies. He applied through the marshal to be exemp- 


ted from this rule; whieh] resisted, until it was re- | 


peated by the mayor and ‘aldermen, and other gen- 
tiemen of high standing, when it was granted with 


great dedie bai ces Under tus order, he passed my 


It gave noble resolution ‘to the | 


the judge has been arrested.” I inquired of the! 
clerk by whom the alteration'was made. He an-| 
with the record, and made the alteration. 1 retain. | 
ed the original, and gave a certified copy to the clerk, | 
as set forth in my defence, and tendered it to the) 
court, for the purpose, at a proper time, of sustain- | 
ing the majesty of the law against such flagrant vio- 
lation of it, and to purify the court. 


Judge Hall was liberated, and sent beyond shggines 
of my encampment, with special orders not To re- 
turn as long as the enemy should be on our coast. 
But Mr. Conrad says that the enemy had Jeft our 
coast at this time; and the necessity of martial law 
eeused. I regret such loose assertions. Had he at- 
tended to the record, he would have found that Mr. 
Livingston returned from the fleet on the 10th, where 
he had been to complete the cartel for the exchange 
of prisoners, and on the 11th Mr. Blanchard was at 
the Balize, delivering the British prisoners to quar- 
ter master Ledro, from whom he received the con- 
firmation that there were seven or eight men in New 


mation, and every movement of my troops. Mr. 
Conrad can say whether Blanc & Co., with his two 
historians, were not suspected of being part of this 
clique who corresponded with the enemy. Théy 
were not at the lines of defencé. 

Peace b-ing announced, and my proclamation pro- 
mulgated removing martial law, Judge Hall return- 
| ed to the city; and when we were all in the midst of 
joy and pious gratitude to the all-wise Providence 
| that had crowned our exertions with success, he 
‘commenced his proceedings against me, requiring 
me to attend ata named day, and show cause why a 
writ of attachment should not issue against me. 
_Agreeably to the rule, | attended, and presented my 
_detence, which he refused to hear. Theé result was, 
that, deprived of my constitutional right of defence, 











he fined me one thousand dollars; and suppressing 
a full record of the proceeding, he’ compelled me to 
have one made out on the oaths’ of Abnér L. Dun- 
ean, esq., Edward Livingston, esq., and Major Juhn 
Reid, who acted as my counsel. 

from these facts, whieh Mr. Conrad will not dare to 
deny over his own signature, | have the tight to ask 
him, was it consistent with the character of an up- 
right judge to alter the record, for the base purpose 


Orleans from whom the British received daily infor- | 


joy all the satisfaction which so refined a patriotism 
can bring them. I am, very sincerely and truly, 
your friend, ANDREW JACKSON. 

, F.P. Blair, esq, editor of the Glvbe. 
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THE UNITED STATES ARD MEXICO, 
Washington, July 14, 1842. 





| To the house of representatives of the United States: 


In answer to the resolution of the house of repre- 
sentatives of the 12th instant requesting copies of pa- 
pers upon the subject of the relations between the 
United States and the Mexican republic, I transmit 
a report from the secretary of state, and the docu- 
ments by which it was accompanied. 

JOHN TYLER. 
Department of state, Washington, July 13, 1342. 

Sir: The secretary of state to whom was referred 
the resolution of the house of representatives of yes- 
terday, requesting the president to cause to. be com- 
| municated to that house, so far as might be compall- 
ble with the public interest, copies of all the corres 
pondence between the governments of the U. States 
and of Mexico, since the appointment of the present 
envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of 
the United States to Mexico, of the instructions gives 
to that minister at and since his departure upon his 
mission, and of his despatches to this government, 
and particularly of auy complaint of the government 
of Mexico, alieging the toleration, by the govern: 
ment of the United States. of hostile interference by 
their citizens in the war between Mexicoand Texas, 
and of ahy answer on the part of this government ! 
such cotnplaint, has the hondr to lay before the pre 
sident the papers mentioned in the aecompany!"s 
list. All which is respectfully submitted. 

DANIEL WEBSTER. 
To the president of the United States. 








[TRANSLATION. ] 
Mutional palace, Mexico, May 12, 1842. 
The undersigned, secretary of state and foreig® 
relations, enjoys the satisfaction of addressing the 
honorable recretary of state of the United States ° 
America, in the name and by the express order 0 
| his excellency the president of the Mexiean republic. 





| The relations of amity and good harmony “— 
| have happily subsisted between this and your gre? 
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ner bed in a lamentabl 

‘on might have been distur in a lamentable 
es since the year 1835, when the revolution of 
Texas broke out, if the Mexican government had 
not given so many evidences of its forbearance, and 
jad not made so many and so great sacrifices for the 
sake of peace, in order that the world migh' not, 
with pain and amazement, see the two nations which 
appear to be destined to establish the policy and the 
interests of the American continent, divided and 
ravaged by the evils of war. sf 

But, from that truly unfortunate period, the Mex 
can republic has received nothing but severe inju- 
ries and inflictions from the citizens of the United 
States—the Mexican government speaks only of the 
citizens of the United States, as it still flatters itself 
with the belief that it is not the government of that 
country, which has promoted the insurrection in 
Texas, which has favored the usurpation of its terri- 
tory, and has supplied the rebels with ammunition, 
arms, vessels, money, and recruits; but that these 
aggressions have proceeded from private individuals, 
who have not respected the solemn engagements 
which bind together the two nations, nor the trea- 
ties concluded between them, nor the conduct, OS- 
tensibly franck, of ‘he cabiuet of Washington. 

It is, however, notorious that the insurgent colo- 
nists of that integral part of the territory of the 
Mexican republic would have been unable to main- 
tain their prolonged rebellion without the aid and 
the efficient sympathies of citizens of the U. States, 
who have publicly raised forces in their cities and 
towns, have fitted out vessels in their ports, and la- 
den them with munitions of war, and have marched 
to commit hostilities against a friendly nation, under 
the eyes and with the knowledge of the authorities 
to whom are entrusted the fulfilment of the law. | 

The Mexican government entertains so high an 
opinion of the force of the government of the Unit- 
ed States, and of its power to restrain those of its 
subjects from violating the religious faith of treaties | 
silemnly concluded between it and other nations, | 
and from committing hostilities against such nations 
in time of peace, that it cannot easily comprehend 
how those persons have been able to evade the pun- | 
ishment decreed against them by the laws of the U. | 
States themselves, and to obtain that quiet impunity 
which incessantly encourages them to continue their 
attacks. itis well worthy of remark, that no soon- | 
er does the Mexican government, in the exercise of | 
its rights, which it cannot and does not desire to re- 
nounce, prepare means to recover a possession usur- 
ped from it, than the whole population in the United 
States, especially in the southern states, is im com- 
motion, and in the most public manner a large por- 
tion of them is turned upon Texas, in order to pre- 
vent the rebels from being subjected by the Mexican 
arms, and brought baek to proper obedience. 

Could proceedings more hostile on the part of the 
United States have taken place had that country 
been at war with the Mexican republic? Could the 
insurgents of ‘Texas have obtained a co-operation 
more effective or more favorable to their interests’ 
Certainly not; the civilized world looks on with 
amazement, and the Mexican government is filled 
with unspeakable regret, as it did hope, and had a 
right to hope, that, living in peace with the United 
States, your government would preserve our territo- 
ry from the invasions of your own subjects. The 
vicinity of a friend is an advantage rather than an 
inconvenience; but if one neighbor oversteps the 
sacred limits imposed by treaties, and disturbs and 
harrasses another, it cannot be maintained that the 
friendship of the former is real, aud that much con- 
fidence should be placed in it. 


The government of the Mexican republic, there- 
fore, which regards the faithful fulfilment of trea- 
ties as its highest obligation, which anxiously desires 
to preserve and inerease its friendly relations with 
the people and the government of the United States, 
finds itseif under the necessity of protesting solemn- 
ly against the aggressions which the citizens of those 
States are constantly repeating upon the Mexican 
territory, and of declaring in a positive manner, that 
it considers as a violation of the treaty of amity the 
to eration of a course of conduct which produces an 
incomprehensible state of things—a state neither of 
peace nor war; but inflicting upon the Mexican re- 
public the same injuries and inconvemerices as if 
war had been declared between the two nations 
Which are cailed by Providence to form with each 
other relations and bonds of extreme and cordial 
friendship. 

And the undersigned, in complying with the order 
from the most excellent provisional president of the 
republic of Mexico, assures you, sir, of the high con- 
sideration with which he remains. 

Your ovedient servant, 
J. M. DE BOCANEGRA. 

To the hon. Daniel Webster, secretary of state of the 
United States of America. 





| Mr. Webster to Mr. Thompson. 
Department of the state, Washington, July 8, 1842. 


Sir: On the 29th of last month, a communication 
was received at this department from Mr. de Bocane- 
gra, secretary of state and foreign relations of the go- 
vernment of Mexico, having been forwarded through 

_the agency of Mr. Velasque de Leon, at New York, 

who informed the department, by a letter accompany- 
ing that of Mr. de Bocanegra, that he had been ap- 
pointed charge d’sffairs of the Mexican republic to 
this government, although he had not yet presented 
his credentials. Mr. de Bocanegra’s letter 1s addres- 
sed to the secretary of state of the United States, and 
bears date the 12th of May. A copy, together with 
a copy of the communication from Mr. Velasques de 
Leon transmitting it, and of the answer to Mr. Ve- 
lasques de Leon trom this department, you will re- 
ceived herewith. Upon the receipt of this despatch, 
you will immediately address a note to Mr. Bocane- 
grain which you will say— 

-That the secretary of state of the United State has 
received a letter addressed to him by Mr. de Bocane- 
gra, under date of the 12th May, and transmitted to 
the department of state at Washington through the 
agency of Mr. Velasques de Leon, at New York, who 


The government of the United States will not be 
unjust in its sentiments towards Mexico; it will not 
impute to its government any desire to disturb the 
peace; it acquits it of any design to spread the ravages 
and horrors of sneeaean two countries; and it leaves 
it to Mexico herself to avow her.own motives for her 
pacific policy, if she have any other motives than those 


of expediency and justice, provided, however, that ” 


such avowal of her motives carry with it noimputation 
or reflection upon the good faith and honor of the U. 
States. 
The revolution in Texas, and the events connected 
with it.and springing out of it, are. Mr. de Bocanc- 
gra’s principal topic; and it is in relation to these that 
his complaint. is founded. His government, he says, 
flatters itself that the government of the United 
States has not promoted the insurrection in Texas, 
favored the usurpation of its territory, or supplied 
the rebels with vessels, ammunition, and money. If 
Mr. de Bocanegra intends this.as,a frank admission 
of the honest and cautious neutrality, of the govern- 
ment of the United States in the contest between 
Mexico and Texas, he does that government justicc, 
and no more than fustice; but if the language be in- 
tended to intimate an opposite. and a reproachful 
meaning, that meaning is only the more offensive for 





informs the government of the United States that he 
has been appointed charge d’affaires of the Mexican 
republic, aithough he hus not presented his letter of 
credence. 


The government of the United States sees, with 
regret, the aduption, on this occasion, of a form of 
cowmunication quite unusual in diplomatic inter- 
course, and for which no necessity is known. An 
envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of 


being insinuated rather than distinctly avowed. Mr. 
de Bocanegra would seem to. represent, that from 
1835 to the present time citizens of the Pyited States, 
if not their government, have been aiding rebels in 
Texas in arms against the lawful authority of Mexi- 
co. This is not a little extraordinary. Mexico may 
have chosen to consider, and may still choose to con- 
sider, Texas as having been at all times since 1835, 
and as still continuing, a rebellious province; but the 





the United States, fully accredited to the government 


of Mexico, was at that moment in its capital, in the | of the matter. 


world has been obliged to take a very. different view 
From the time of the battle of San 


actual discharge of his functions, and ready to receive Jacinto, in April, 1336, to the present moment, Tex- 
on behalf of his government, any communication | a8 has exhibited the same external signs of national 
which it might be the pleasure of the president of the Independence as Mexico herself, and with quire as 


Mexican republic to make to it; and it is not impro- | much stability of government. 


per to here add, that it has been matter of regret with 
the government of the United States that while, being 
animated with a sincere desire at all times to cultivate 
the most amicable relations with Mexico, it has not 
failed to maintain near that government a mission of 
the highest rank known to its usages, Mexico, for a 
long tuue, has ad no representative near the govern- 
ment of the United States. 


de Bocanegra, however novel and extrgordinary, is 
i€ss important than its contents and character, which 
surprise the government of the United States by a 
ioud complaint of the violation of its neutral! duties. 
Mr. de Bocanegra, speaking, as he says, by the ex- 


declares that the amicable relations between the two 
countries might have been lamentably disturbed. since 
the year L8go, wheu the revolution of Texas broke 
out, had not Mexico given so many evidences of its 
forbearance, and made 50 many and sogreat sacrifices 
tur the sake of peace, in order that the world might 
not see with pain and amazement two nations which 
appear destined to establish, the policy and interests 
of the American continent divided and ravaged by the 
evils of war. 


This language implies that such has been the con- 
duct of the United States towards Mexico that war 
inust have ensued before the present time had not 
Mexico made great sacrifices tu avoid such a result— 
a charge which the government of the United States 
utterly denies and repels. It is wholly ignorant of any 
sacrifices made by Mexico in order to preserve peace, 
or of any occasion calling on its government to ma- 
nifest uncominon forbearance. On the contrary, the 
government of the United States cannot but ve of 
opinion that if the history of the occurrences between 
tne two governments, the state of things at this mo- 
ment existing between them, be regarded, both the 
one and the other will demonstrate that it is the con- 
duct of the government of the United States which 
has been marked, in an especial manner, by modera- 
tion and forbearance. [juries and wrongs have been 
sustained by citizens of the United States, not iniflict- 
éd by individual Mexicans, but by the authorities of 
the government; for which injuries and wrongs nu- 
merous as they are, and outrageous as is the charac- 
ter of some of them, and acknowledged as they are 
by Mexico herself, redress has been sought only by 
mild and peaceable means, and no indemnity asked 
but such as the strictest justice imperatively demand- 
ed. A desire not to disturb the peace and harmony 
of the two countries has led the government of the 
U. States to be content.with the lowest measure of 
remuneration, Mexico herself must admit that, in all 
these transactions, the conduct of the United States 
towards her has been sigralized, not by the infliction 
of injuries, but by the manifestation ofa friendly feel- 








ing and a conciliatory spirit. 


press order of the president of the Mexican republic, | 


Practically free and 
independent, acknowledged as a political severeign- 
ty by the principal powers of the world, no hostile 
foot finding rest within her territory for six or seven 
‘years, and Mexico herself refraining tor al! that pe- 
riod from any further attempt to re-establish ‘her 
own authority over that territory, it cannot but be 
surprising to find Mr, de Bocanegra complaining that 
for that whole period citizens of the’ United States, 
‘or its government, have been favoring the rebels of 


But the manner of the communication from Mr. | ‘Texas, and supplying them with vessels, ammunition, 


and money; as if the war forthe reduction of the pro- 
| vince of Texas had been constantly step by 
_Mexico,and her success prevented by these influences 
from abroad. 

| The general facts appertaining to the sett!ement of 
| Texas, and the revolution in its government, cannot 
‘but be well known to Mr. de Bocanegra. By the trea- 
ity of the 22d of February, 1819, between the United 
| States and Spain, the Sabine was adopted as the line 
of boundary between the two powers. Up to that 
| period no, considerable colonization had been effeci- 
ed in Texas; but the territory between the Sabine 
and the Rio Grande being confirmed to Spain by the 
treaty, applications were made to that power for 
grants of land, and such. grants, or permissions of 
settlement, were in fact made by the ye autho- 
rities in favor of citizens of the. United States pro- 
posing to emigrate to Texas, in numerous families, 
before the declaration of independence by Mexico. 
And these early grants were. confirmed, as is well 
known, by successive acts of the Mexican govern- 
ment after its separation from Spain. Jn January, 
1323, a national colonization law passed, holding out 
strong inducements to all persons who should inciine 
to undertake the settlement of uncultivated lands, 
and although the Mexican law prohibited for a time 
citizens of foreign countries from settling as colo- 
nists in territories immediately adjoibing such foreign 
countries, yet even this restriction was afterwards 
repealed or suspended. So that, in fact, Mexico 
from the commencement of her political existence 
held out the most liberal inducements to emigrants 
into her territories, with full knowledge that these 
inducements were likely to act, and’ expecting they 
would act, with the greatest effect upon citizens of 
the United States; especially of the southern states 
whose agricultural pursuits natarally’ rendered the 
rich lands of Texas, so well suited to their accus- 
tomed occupations, objects af desire to them. The 
early colonists, of the, United States, introduced by 
Moses and Stephen Austin under these inducements 
aud invitations, were persons Of mast respectable 
character, and their. undertaking was attended with 
very severe hardships, occasioned, in no smi! degree, 
by the successive changes in the government of Mex- 
ico. They nevertheless persevered and accoifiplish- 
ed a settiement.. And, under’the encouragements 
and aliurements thus held out by’ Mexico, other emi- 
|geants followed, and many thousand colonists from, 
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the United States and elsewhere had settled in Texas 
within ten years from the date of Mexican indepen- 
dence. Having some reason to complain, as they 
thought, of the government over them, and especial- 
Jy of the aggressions of the Mexican military sta- 
tioned in Texas, they sought relief by applying to 
the supreme government for the separation of Tex- 
aS from Coahuila and for a local government for 
Texas itself. Nothing having succeeded in this 
object, in the process of time, in the progress of 
events, they saw fit to attempt an entire separation 
from Mexico, to set up a government of their own, 
and to establish a political sovereignty. War en- 
sued, and the battle of San Jacinto, fought on the 
Qist of April, 1836, achieved their independence. 
The war was from that time at an end: and in 
March following, the independence of Texas was for- 
mally acknowledged by the government of the United 
States. 

In the events leading to-the actual result of these 
hostilities, the United States had no agency and took 
nopart. Its government had, from the first, abstain- 
ed from giving aid or succor to either party. It knew 
its neutral obligations and fairly endeavored to fulfil 
them all. It acknowledged the independence of 
Texas only when that independence was an apparent 
andan ascertained fact; and its example in this par- 
ticular bas been followed by several of the most con- 
siderable powers of Europe. 

It has been sometimes stated, as if for the purpose 
of giving more reason to the complaints of Mexico, 
that, of the military foree which acted against Mexi- 
co with efficiency and success in 1836, a large portion 
consisted of volunteers then fresh from the United 
States. But this isa great error. It is well ascer- 
tained that of those who bore arms in the Texian 
ranks in the battle of San Jacinto, three-fourths at 
jeast were colonists, invited into Texas by the grants 
and the colonization laws of Mexico, and called to 
the field by the exigencies of the time in 1836, from 
their farms and other objects of private pursuit. 


Mr. de Bocanegra’s complaint is twofold: first, that 
citizens of the United States have supplied the rebels 
in Texas with ammunition, arms, vessels, money and 
recruits—have publicly raised forces in their cities, 
and fitted out vessels in their ports, loaded them with 
munitions of war, and marched to commit hostilities 
against a friendly nation, under the eye and with the 
knowledge of the public authorities. In all this Mr. 
de Bocanegra appears to forget that while the United 
States are at peace with Mexico they are also at 
peace with Texas; that both stand on the same foot- 
ing of friendly nations; that since 1837 the United 
States have regarded Texas as an independent sove- 
reignty, as much as Mexico, and that trade and com- 





merce with citizens of a government at war with 
Mexico cannot, on that account, be regarded as an 
intercourse by which assistance and succor are given | 
to Mexican rebels. The whole current of Mr. Bo- 
canegra’s remarks runs in the same direction as if 
the independence of Texas had not been acknowled- 
ged. It has been acknowledged; it was acknowledged 
in 1837, against the remonstrance and protest of 
Mexico; and most of the acts of any importance of 
which Mr. de Bocanegra complains flow necessarily 
from that recognition. He speaks of Texas as still 
being ‘an integral part of the territory of the Mexi- 
can republic;” but he cannot but understand that the 
United States do not so regard it. The real com- 
plaint of Mexico, therefore, is in substance neither 
more nor less than a complaint against the recogni- 





tion of Texian independence. 


It may be thought rather late to repeat that com intention to renew hostilities with Texas; and al] of- 


‘ficers of the government remain charged with the 


ae nies the United States, having been the first strict and faithful execution of these laws. 


laint and not quite just to confine it to the United 
States, to the exemption of England, France and Bel- 


to acknowledge the independence of Mexico herself, 
are to be blamed for setting an example for the re-| 
cognition of that of Texas. But it is still true that 
Mr. de Bocanegra’s specification of his grounds of | 
complaint and remonstrance, is mainly confined to| 
such transactions and occurrences as are the natural | 
consequence of the political relations existing between | 
Texas and the United States. Acknowledging Texas, 
to be an independent nation, the government of the. 


United States of course allows and encourages law- | 


ful trade and commerce between the two countries. 
If articles contrabanJ of war be found mingled with 
this eommerce, while Mexico and Texas are bellige- 
yent states, Mexico has the right to intercept the 
transit of such articles to herenemy. This is the 
common right of all belligerents, and belongs to Viex- 
ico in the same extent as to other nations. But Mr. | 
de Bocanegra is quite well aware that is it not the 
practice of nations to undertake to prohibit their own 
subjects, by previous laws, from trafficking in arti- 
cles contraband of war. Such trade is carried on at 
the risk of those engaged in it, under the Jiabilities 
and penalties preseribed by the Jaw of nations, or by 
particular treaties, If it be true, therefore, that ci- 





tizens of the United States have been engaged in a 
commerce by which Texas, an enemv of Mexico, has 
been supplied with arms and munitions of war, the 
government of the United States, nevertheless, was 
not bound to prevent it, could not have prevented it, 
without a manifest departure from the principles of 
neutrality, and is in no way answerable for the con- 
sequences. The treaty of the 5th of April, 1831, be- 
tween the United States and Mexico, itself shows, 
most clearly, how little foundation there is for the 
complaint of trading with Texas, if Texas is to be 
regarded as a public enemy of Mexico. The six- 
teenth article declares: ‘It shall likewise be lawful 
for the aforesaid citizens, respectively, to sail with 
their vessels and merchandise before mentioned, and 
to trade with the same liberty and security from the 
places, ports, and havens of those who are enemies 
of both or either party, without any opposition or 
disturbance whatsoever, not only directly from the 
places of the enemy before mentioned to neutral 
places, but also from one place bejonging to an ene- 
my to another place belonging to an enemy, whether 
they be under jurisdiction of the same government 
or under several.” 

The 18th article enumerates those commodities 
which shall be regarded as contraband of war, but 


neither that nor any other imposes on either nation | 


any duty of preventing by previous regulation com- 
merce in such articles. Such commerce is left to its 
ordinary fate, according to the law of nations. It is 


only, therefore, by insisting, as Mr. de Bocanegra | 


does insist, that Texas is still a part of Mexico, that 
he can maintain any complaint. Let it be repeated, 
therefore, that if the things against which he remon- 
strates be wrong, they have their source in the ori- 
ginal wrong of the acknowledgement of Texian inde- 
pendence. But that acknowledgement is not likely 
to be retracted. 

There can be no doubt at all that for the last six 
years the trade in articles contraband of war between 
the United States and Mexico has been greater than 
between the United States and Texas. It is probably 
greater at the present moment. Why has not Texas 


ieeeeee 


to the government of Texas, or its citizens, Mr. ap 
Bocanegra hardly needs to be informed that there jx 
nothing unlawful in this, so long as Texas is at peace 
with the United States; and that these are things 
which no government undertakes to restrain. Other 
citizens are equally at liberty, should they be so jn. 
clined, to show their good will towards Mexico by 
the same means. Still less can the government of the 
United States be called upon to interfere with Opini- 
ons uttered in the publie assemblages of a free peo- 
ple, accustomed to the independent expression of 
their sentiments, resulting in no violation of the laws 
of their country, or of its duties as a neuiral state. 
Towards the United States, Mexico and Texas stand 
in the same relation, as independent states at war.— 
Of the character of that war mankind will form their 
own opinions, and in the United States at least the 
utterance of those opinions cannot be suppressed. 

The second part of M. de Bocanegra’s complaint 
is thus stated: ‘No sooner does the Mexican govy- 
ernment, in the exercise of its rights, which it can- 
| not and does not desire to renounce, prepare means 
|to recover a possession usurped from it, than the 
| whole population of the United ‘States, especially in 
the southern states, is in commotion; and, in the most 
public manner, a large portion of them is directed 
upon Texas.” 

And how does Mr. de Bocanegra suppose that the 
government of the United States can prevent, or is 
_ bound to undertake to prevent the people from thus 





‘going to Texas? This is emigration; the same emi- 
gration, though not under the same circumstances, 
| which Mexico invited to Texas before the revolution. 
| These persons, so far as is known to the government 
of the United States repair to Texas not as citizens 
of the United States, but as ceasing to be such citi- 
| zens, and as changing at the same time their allegi- 
anee and their domicil. Should they return after 
, having entered into the service of a foreign state, 
still claiming to be citizens of the United States, it 
| will be for the authorities of the United States gov- 
| ernment to determine how far they have violated the 
‘municipal laws of the country, and what penalties 


a right to complain of this? For no reason, certain-{ they have incurred. The government of the United 


ly, but because the permisson to trade, or the actual 
trading by the citizens of a government in articles 
contraband of war, is not a breach of neutrality. 


Mr. de Bocanegra professes himself unable to com- 
prehend how those persons of whom he complains 
have been able to evade the punishment decreed 
against them by the laws of the United States; but he 
does not appear to have aclear idea of the principles 
or provisions of those laws. The duties of neutral 
nations in time of war are prescribed by the law of 
nations, which is imperative and binding upon all go- 
vernments; and nations not unfrequently establish 
municipal regulations for the better government of 
conduct of their subjects or citizens. 


This has been done by the United States, in order 
to maintain with greater certainty a strict and impar- 
tial neutrality, pending war between other countries. 
And wherever a violation of neutral duties, as they 
exist by the law of nations, or any breach of its own 
laws, has been brought to the notice of the govern- 
ment, attention has always been paid to it. 


At an early period of the Texian revolution strict 
orders were given by the president of the U. States 
to all officers on the south and southwestern frontier 
to take care that thoge laws should be observed; and 
the attention of the government of the United States 
has not been called to any specific violation of them 
since the manifestation on the part of Mexico of an 


On a re- 
cent occasion complaint was made by the represen- 
tatives of Texas that an armament was fitted out in 
the United States for the service of Mexico against 
Texas, 

Two vessels of war, it “was alleged, built or pur- 
chased jn the United States for the use of the govern- 


'ment of Mexico, and well understood as intended to 


be employed against Texas, were equipped and ready 
to sail from the waters of New York. ‘The case was 
carefully inquired into, official examination was made 
and legal counsel] invoked. It appeared tobe a ease 
of great doubt, but Mexico was allowed the benefit 
of that doubt, and the vessels left the United States 
with the whole or a part of their armament actually 
on board. The same administration of even-handed 
justice, the same impartial execution of the laws to- 
wards all parties, will continue to be observed, 


If forees have been raised in the United States, or 
vessels fitted out in their ports for Texian service, 
contrary to law, no instance of which has as yet come 
the knowledge of the government, prompt attention 
will be paid to the first case, and to all cases which 
may be made known to.it. As to advances, loans, 
or donations of money or goods, made by individuals 





. States does not maintain, and never has maintained, 
| the doctrine of the perpetuity of natural allegiance. 
| And surely Mexico maintains no such doctrine; be- 
|cause her actually existing govornment, like that of 
\the United States, is founded in the principle that 
/men may throw off the obligation of that allegiance 
_to which they are born. 


_ The government of the United States, from its 
origin, has maintained legal provisions for the natu- 
|ralization of such subjects of foreign states as may 
|choose to come hither and make their home in the 
‘country, and renouncing their former allegiance, and 
‘complying with certain stated requisitions, to take 
‘upon themselves the character of citizens of this go- 
‘vernment. Mexico herself has laws granting equal 
facilities to the naturalization of foreigners. 

| Qn the other hand the United States have not pass- 
ed any law restraining their own citizens, native or 
naturalized, from leaving the country and forming 
political relations elsewhere. Nor do other govern- 
| ments, in modern times, attempt any such thing. It 
‘is true that there are governments which assert the 
principle of perpetual allegiance; yet, even in cases 
|where this is not rather a matter of theory than 
practice, the duties of this supposed continuing alle- 
'giance are left-to be demanded of the subject him- 
self, when within the reach of the power of his for- 
mer government, and as exigencies may arise, and 
are not attempted to be enforced by the imposition of 
previous restraint preventing men from leaving their 
country. 

Upon this subject of the emigration of individuals 
from neutral to belligerent states, in regard to which 
Mr. de Bocanegra appears so indignant, we must be 
allowed to bring Mexico into her own presence, to 
compare her with herself, and respectfully invite her 
to judge the matter by her own principles and her 
own conduct. Io her great straggle against Spain 
for her own independence, did she not open her arms 
wide to receive all who would come to her from any 
part of the world? And did not multitudes flock to 
her new raised standard of liberty from the United 
States, from England, Ireland, France, and Italy, 
many of whom distinguished themselves in her ser- 
vice, both by sea and land? She does not appear to 
have supposed that the governments of these per- 
sons, thus coming to unite their fate with hers, were, 
by allowing the emigration, even pending a civil war 
furnishing just cause of offence to Spain. ‘ Even in 
her military operations against Texas, Mexico erm- 
ployed many foreign emigrants; and it may be 
thought remarkable that in those very operations, not 
long befere the battle of San Jacinto, a native citizen 
of the United States held high command in her ser- 
vicé and performed feats of no mean significance 1 
Texas. Of that toleration therefore, as she calls it, 
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and which she now so warmly denounces Mexico; in 
that hour of her emergenyy, embraced the , benefits 
eagerly, and to the full extent of her power. May 
we not. ask them how she ean reconcile her present 
complaints with her own practice, as well as how 
she accounts for’so long and unbroken a silence 
upon a subject on which her remonstrance is now so 
? 

oe gin chose to regard Mexico only in the light of 
a rebellious province for near twenty years after she 
had asserted her own independence. Does Mexico 
now admit that, for all that period, notwithstanding 
her practical emancipation from Spanish power, it 
was unlawful for the subjects and citizens of other 
governments to carry on with her the ordinary busi- 
ness af commerce, or to accept her tempting offers 
to emigrants? Certainly such is not her opinion. 

Might it not be asked, then, even if the U. States 
had not already and long ago acknowledged the in- 
dependence of Texas, how long they should be ex- 
pected to wait for the accomplishment of the object 
now existing only in purpose and intention of the re- 
subjugation of that territory by Mexico? 

ow long, let it be asked in the judgment of Mexi- 
co herself, is the fact of actual independence to be 
held of no avail against an avowed purpose of fu- 
ture re-conquest? 

Mr. de Bocanegra is pleased to say, that if war 
actually existed between the two countries, proced- 
ings more hostile on the part of the United States 
could not have taken place than have taken place, 
nor the insurgents of ‘Texas obtained more effectual 
co-operation than they have obtained. 

This opinion, however hazardous to the discern- 
ment and just estimate of things of those who avow 
it, is yet abstract and theoretical, and so far harm- | 
less. 


The efficiency of American hostility to Mexico 





tary of state of the United States, on the 9th of Ju- 





has never been tried; the government has no desire | 
totryit. It would not disturb the peace for the sake | 
of showing how erroneously Mr. de Bocanegra has | 
reasoned; while, on the other hand, it trusts that a. 
just hope may be entertained that Mexico will not) 
inconsiderately and needlessly hasten into an expe- | 
ment by which the,truth or fallacy of his sentiments | 
may be brought to an actual ascertainment. 

Mr. de Bocanegra declares, in conclusion, that his | 
government finds itself under the necessity of pro-| 
testing solemnly against the aggressions which the | 
citizens of the United States are reiterating upon the | 
Mexican territory; and of declaring, in a -positive | 
manner, that it will consider as a violation of the | 
treaty of amity the toleration of that course of con- 
duct, which, he alleges, inflicts on the Mexican re- 
public the injuries and inconveniences of war. 

The acheidnns exccedingly regrets both the senti- 
ment and the manner of this declaration. But it 
can admit but of one answer. The Mexican govern- 


ment appears to require that which could not be | 


granted, in whatever Janguage or whatever tone re- 
quested. The government of the United States is a 
government of law, 

_The chief executive magistrate, as well as func- 
tionaries in every other department, is restrained and 
guided by the constitution and the law of the land. 
Neither the constitution nor the law of the Jand, nor 
principles known to the usages of modern states, au- 
thorizes him to interdict lawful trade between the 
United States and Texas; or to prevent, or attempt 
to prevent, individuats from leaving the United 
States for Texas, or any other foreign country, 

If such individuals enter into the service of Texas 
or avy other foreign state, the government of the 
United States no longer holds over them the shield 
of its protection, They must stand or fall in their 
newly assumed character, and according to the for- 
tunes which may betide it. But the government of 
the United States cannot be called upon to prevent 
their emigration; and it must be added, that the con- 
stitution, public treaties, and the Jaws oblige the 
president to regard Texas a8 an jndependent state, 
and its territory as no part of the territory of Mexi- 
co. Every provision of law, every printiple of neu- 
trai obligation, will be sedulously enforced jn réla- 
tion to Mexico, as in relation to other powers, and 
to the same extent and with the same integrity of 
purpose. All this belongs to the constitutional power 
and duty of the government, and it will all be fulfil- 
led. But the continuance of amity with Mexico 
Cannot be purchased at any higher rate. If the peace 
of the two countries is to be disturbed, the responsi- 
bility will devolve on Mexico. She must be answer- 
able for conséquences. The United States, let it be 
again repeated, desire peace. It would be with infi- 
nite pain that they should find themselves in hostile 
relations with any of the new governments on. this 
Continent. But their government is regulated, limit- 
ed, full of the spirit of liberty, but surrounded, ne- 
Vertheless, with just restraints; and, greatly and fer- 
vently as it desires peace with all states, and especi- 


ally with its more immediate neighbors, yet no fear 
of, a different state of things ean be allowed to in- 
terrupt its course of equal and exact justice to all 
nations, nor to jostle it out of the constitutional or- 
bit in which it revolves. 
Iam, sir, your obedient servant, 
DANIEL WEBSTER. 

To Waddy Thompson, esq. &c. 


MR. WEBSTER TO MR. THOMPSON. 

Department of state, Washington, July 13, 1842. 
Sie: After writing to you on the Sth inst. I receiv- 
ed, through the same channel as the former, Mr. de 
Bocanegra’s second letter, and at the same time your 
despatch of the 6th of June, and your private letter 
of the Qlst. This last letter of Mr. de Bocanegra 
was written, as you will see, before it was possible 
for him to expect an answer to his first, which an- 
swer is now forwarded, and shows the groundless 
nature of the complaints of Mexico. The letter it- 
self is highly exceptionable and offensive. 

It imputes violations of honor and good faith to 
the government of the United States, not only in the 
most unjust, but in the most indecorous manner. 
You have’ not spoken of it in terms too strong in 
your circular to the members of the diplomatic 
corps. 

On the receipt of this, you will write a note to Mr. 
de Bocanegra, in which you will say: that the secre- 


ly, received his letter of the 31st of May: that the 
president of the United States considers the language 
and tone of that letter derogatory to the character 
of the United States, and highly offensive, as it im) 
putes to ther governnrent a direct breach of faith: | 
and that he directs that no other answer be given to) 
it than the declaration that the conduct of the gov- | 
ernment of the United States, in regard to the war 
between Mexico and Texas, having been always! 
hitherto governed by a strict and impartial regard to | 
its neutral obligations, will not be changed or alter- 
ed in eny respect or in any degree. If for this the 
government of Mexico shall see fit to change the re- | 
lations at present existing between the two countries, 
the responsibility remains with herself. 
I am, sir, your obedienf servant, 
DANIEL WEBSTER. 
To Wadidy Thompson, esq., envoy extraordinary and 
minister plenipotentiary of the United States, Mexico. 











rolled bills, signed by the speaker of the house and 
the president of. the senate, in presence of their re- 
spective houses—the constitution enjoins, first, “that 
if he approves, he shail sign it.” That is all his 
power—that is all his duty. No power is given him 
to alter, to amend, to comment, or to assign reasons 
for the performance of his duty. His signature is 
the exclusive evidence admitted by the constitution 
of his approval; and all addition of extraneous mat- 
ter can, in the opin@n of the committee, be regarded 
in no other light than a defacement of the publie re- 
cords and archives. _ Secondly, ‘‘but if not,” that is, 
if he do not approve the act, ‘the shall return it, with 
his objections, to the house in which it shall have ori- 
ginated, who shall enter the objections at large on 
their journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If, after 
such reconsideration, two-thirds of that house shall 
agree to pass the bill, it shdll be sent, together with 
the objections, to the other house, by which it shall 
likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two- 
thirds of that house, it shall become a law. But in 
all such cases the votes of both houses shall be deter- 
mined by yeas and nays, and the names of the per- 
sons voting for and against the bill shall be entered 
on the journal of each house, respectively.» And in 
this case, the duty of the president is to return the 
bill to the house where it originated, with his objec- 
tions to its becoming a law. The bill passes out of 
his possession, and never returns to it. His reasons 
form no part of the bill,and no instance has oceurred, 
under the constitution of the United States, of a bill 
to which the president has objected, becoming a Jaw. 
“Thirdly. If any bill should not be returned by 
the president within ten days (Sundays excepted) af- 
ter it shall have been presented to him, the same 
shall be a Jaw, in like manner as if he had signed it, 
unless congress by their adjournment, prevent its re- 
turn, in which case it shall notbe alaw.” The same 
provisions are repeated for every order, resolution, 
or vote, to which the concurrence of the senate and 
house of representatives may be necessary, (except 
on a question of adjournment,) before they shall take 
effect. Such are the minute, it might almost be said 
the microscope, provisions of the constitution of the 
United States, to preserve pure and inviolate from 
all addition or diminution the text of the law; and 
the same cautious and prudent spirit was equally 
manifested by the first congress of the United States, 
in providing for the preservation and safe keeping of 
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MR. ADAMS’ REPORT. 
Mr. Apvams, from the select committee to which the 
subject had been referred, submitted the following 
REPORT: 


The select committee to whom was referred the 


the 25th inst. announcing to the house that he had 
approved and signed an act which originated in 
this house, entitled “An act for an apportionment 
of representatives among the several states accord- 
ing to the sixth census,” and had caused the same 
to be deposited in the office of the secretary of 
state, accompanied by an exposition of his reasons 
for giving to it his sanction,” have deemed it their 
duty to confine their consideration exclusively to 
the subject referred to them by the house. 
Reason, justice, and the religion of holy writ, en- 
join with equal and concurring authority upon man 
the most anxious and scrupulous care in the compo- 








sition and faithful custody of the rule of conduct pre- 
scribed to him in the form of law—the sacred volume 
lof divine inspiration closes by pronouncing the most 
awful of curses upon every man who shall add to or 
take away from its words. The constitution and 
laws of the United States manifest a solicitude scarce- 
Ty less intense for the accuracy and authenticity of 
the composition of the laws. Without referring to 
the fact that no proposition for the enactment of a 
law can be effected by congress without passing 
through two separate branches of the legislature, and, 
by the rules for transacting business, without being 
read six several times, on as many different days, and 
requiring, besides, the action of tle chief executive 
magistrate, to give it validity, the manner in which 
the constitution prescribes that executive action, is 
itself provided with a minuteness of exposition evi- 
dently intended to exclude the possibility of ail intru- 
sion or diminution. By conferring on the president 
the power of approving and signing the acts of con- 
gress before they can acquire the sanctity of law, and 
the further authority of objecting, for reasons assign- 
ed, to their enactmeat, the constitution, with equal 
conciséness and precision, has prescribed three seve- 
ral modes of action, required of the president, in the 
exercise of this perorative, upon the acts presented 
to him having passed both houses, been examined 
carefully, and reported hy a joint committee of en- 





message of the president of the United States on | 


the public acts and records which constitute the sta- 


———— tute laws of this union. 


At the first session of the first congress of the 
| United States, organized under this constitution, a 
| departinent of the government was instituted for the 
|express purpose of providing for the safe-keeping of 
| the acts, records, and seal of the United States. It 
is so declared expressly in the title of the act insti- 
| tuting the department of state. 

immediately after the organization of congress un- 
der the present constitution, one of their first acts 
was to institute an executive department, denominat- 
ed the department of foreign affairs. Such adepart- 
ment had existed under the old organization of the 
confederation. But the congress of the conferation 
had no legislative powers, and therefore no Jaws to 
keep and preserve. Atithe very same session, there- 
fore, of the first congress of the United States, and 
| within two months after. the establishment of the de- 
partment of foreign affairs, without repealing that act, 
on the 15th September 1789, congress passed another 
act to provide forthe safe keeping of the acts, re- 
cords, and seal of the United States, and for other 
purposes, by the first section of which it was provid- 
ed that the executive department denominated the 
department of foreign affairs should'thereafter be de- 
nominated the department of state, and that the prin- 
cipal officer therein should be called the seeretary of 
state. . 

And by the 2d section of this act, in addition to 
the duties required of the seeretary hy the act estab- 
lishing the department of foreign affairs it is provid- 
ed, ‘that whenever a bill, order, resolution, or vote 
of the senate and house of representatives, having 
been approved and signed by the president of the Unit- 
ed States or, not having been returned by him with 
his objections, shall become a Jaw, or take effeet, it 
shall forthwith thereafter be received by the said secre- 
tary from the president; and whenever a bill, resolution 
or yote, shall be returned by the president, with his 
objections, and shall, on being reconsidered, be 
agreed to be passed, aud approved by two-thirds of 
both houses of congress, and thereby become a jaw 
or take effect, it shail in such case be received by the 
said secretary from the president of the senate or the 
speaker of the house of representatives, in whichso- 
ever it shail have been so approved; and the said se 
cretary shail as soon as conveniently may be after 
he shall receive the same, cause every such law 
order, resolution, and vote to be published in at 
least three ol the public newspapers printed within 
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the United States, and two printed copies. duly an- 
thenticated, to be sent to the executive authority of 
each state; and he shall carefully preserve the orizi- 
nals, and shall cause the same to be recorded in 
books to he provided for the purpose; the latter part 
of which provisions have since been repealed. 

It will be observed that all the provisions of this 
law are adapted ‘with the most scrupulous accuracy 
to the three several modes of*action preseribed 
to the president by the constitution of the United 
States in the enactment of the Jaws; and they are 
all equally marked by the constant and unremitted 
assiduity to exclude from all possible intrusion of ex- 
traneous or spurious matter, the composition of the 
laws. 

But in the message of the president to this house, 
and by the house referred to the committee, he has 
informed the house not only that he had approved and 
signed the apportionment bill, but that he had caus- 
ed the same to be deposited in the office of the secretary 
of state, accompanied by an exposition of his reasons 
for giving to it his sanction. 

It is remarkable that, in this annunciation of what 
he has done with the apportionment act, there is a 
departure not only from the language but from the 
substance of the law prescribing to him his duties in 
this respect. The law requires that if the president 
approve an act presented to him, after having passed 
both houses of congress, he ‘shall sign it, and that, 
forthwith. the secretary of state shall receive it from 
the president; and it is among the duties of the se- 
cretary of state thereafter curefully to preserve the 
originals, and to cause the same to be published.— 


The functions both of the president and secretary of | the constitution; none such is neces 


state are personal; and the motives of the lezislature 
in making them so are obviously to preserve inviolate 


ed with the law which the secretary received with 
it? Is it to form a part of the law of the land? fit 
is, in what does it differ from the principle that the 
proclamation of the president supercedes and annuls 
the laws of congress If it be not the law of the 
land, of what possible use can it be; what possible 
claim can it have to be deposited with the laws in 
the pnblic archives of the land? What right have 
the reasons of the president for signing an act of 
congress to be deposited among the laws, to'which 
the reasons of every member of either houge of con- 
cress for voting for the same bill are not equally en- 
titled? And if the exposition of the reasons of the 
president for signing one act of congress are entitled 
to he deposited with the seerctary of state in com- 





, troit to Chicago: and so it was understood at the 
jfime. It was in substance, an objection to one sec. 
a of the bill, and, in form, an approval of the 
a. 

The committee are of opinion that this form of 
proceeding was unwarranted by the constitution; bat 
the president, in that case, set an example far more 
dangerous and unwarrantable, without giving any 
notice of it tothe house. Immediately over his sig- 
nature to the bill, he made on the parchment on 
which the bill was engrossed an interpolation in the 
following words: “I approve this’ bill, and ask a re- 
ference to my communication to congress of this 
date in relation thereunto.” And in this condition, 
with this extraneous matter entered upon this’ act, 


pany with the law, what principle is there which| referring to another document not published with 
will not apply in every case of a bill signed by the; the law, and never acted upon by either house of 
president? The reasons of the president for signing, congress, this act was published by the secretary of 
a bill may be various and complicated. They may | state, and with this unwarranted ‘statement by the 
rest in part or entirely upon a construction of the| president upon its face, forming, to all appearance, 
provisions of the act, peculiar to the president, and | a part of the law. 

directly opposed to that of every member of both! The exposition of the president’s reasons for sign- 
houses of congress who passed the act. Then it’ ing the apportionment bill has hitherto not been pub- 
comes to the principle that the whole statutory pow- | lished with the law The precedent alleged in jus- 
ers of congress are subordinate to the clandestine tification of the president’s act on this occasion hos 
constructive ratiocination of the president. ‘not, in this ease, heen followed by him. The law has 
| The committee can find in the constitution and been published by authority of the secretary of state, 
_laws of the United States no authority given to the without the-exposition of the president’s reasons for 
president for depositing in the department of statean signing it, which he had caused to be deposited in 
exposition of his reasons for signing an act of con- the office of the secretary, with the law. And this 
gress made by his signature a law, and most esperi- fact leaves it open to conjecture still more painful, 
‘ally none for making the deposite in company with what lawful and honorable purpose could be answer- 
|the law. Nosuch power is expressly conferred by ed by the deposite in the archives of state of an ar- 
sary or proper gument for affixing his signature to an act which he 








| for giving effect to any other power expressly grant- approved. 
(ed tohim. They believe it to be a power, the tule- 


An argument for the performance of an_ indisper- 


the purity of the text of the law, and to guard it from | ration of which would be of the most dangerous and sable duty would seem to be. at least, a work of idle 


all possible interpolation or effacement. The same! 
personal duty, is preseribed in the case of an act! 
which, after having been objected to by the presi-| 
dent, shall, notwithstanding his objections, have be-| 
come a law. In such case, the law requires that the | 
act should be received by the secretary of state from | 
the president of the senate, or from the speaker of 
the house of representatives, in whichsoever house | 
it shall be so approved. The ‘principle of our legis-| 
lation, regarding the composition of the laws, is not 
to leave the instrument containing the law—no, not 
one moment—out of the custody of a highly respon- 
sible oflicer of the government. 


Now, the president, in causing the apportionment | 
act to -be deposited in the office of the secretary of | 
state did not perform the duty enjoined upon him by 
the letter of the law, which was, that the secretary 
of state should receive it from him. The deposite in 
the office might be made in the absence of the secre- 
tary, and weeks might‘elapse before he could re- 
ceive it, or be in any manner responsible for its con | 
tents. During al! that time it would be liable to in- | 
terpolations, additions, diminutions, totally changing 
its character and perverting its legislative effect, 
without responsibility of any one individual for the 
eange. 

In the ordinary course of the legislation of this'| 
Union, perhaps this circumstance might not require 
the notice of the house. Perhaps, in the practical 
administration of the ‘executive power, the usual! 
mode by which the secretary of state recieves from 
the president the rolls of parchment on which the 
laws are engrossed, is by the president's sendihe 
them to the office of the department. Such an usage. 
though not altogether conformable to the spirit of 
the law, might be overlooked so long as no public 
inconvenience should have resulted from it. But in 
this case the president informs the house that, in 
causing the apportionment act to be deposited in the 
o lice of the secretary of state, he has superadded to 
it an exposition of his reasons for giving to it his 
sanction; and he withholds from the house the infor- 
mation what those reasons are. Here, then, is su- 
peradded to the law enacted by the sanction of both 
houses of congress, and the signature of the presi- 
dent without objection, an exposition of his reasons 
for perforining an act which the constitution of the 
United States ‘peremptorily commands him to per- 
form, and for refusing to perforin which, approving 
it as he did, no earthly reason could have justified 
him. What, then, could have been the motive or 
purpose of annexing to a law of the land, enacted in 
all the forms of the constitution an extraneous inter 
polation of his reasons for performing his duty in the 
enactment of the law? What the motive or purpose 
of an attempt to make fis reasons a part of the law, 
without even communicating those reasons to the 
Je cislature which enacted the law? 

The secretary of state is required, among the du- 
ties of his office, to cause to be published in the 
newspapers and in pamphiets, the laws received by 
him trom the president. Is this exposition of rea- 





, propriated the sum of eight thousand dollars for the | 


pernicious tendency; and they deem it the duty of superogation. As well might the president have 
the house to arrest and resist this first attempt toex- caused to be deposited in the department of state an 
ercise it. They have reason to believe that, unless exposition of his reasons for performing the most 
disavowed and discountendnced in this first exam-. sacred of his obligations as a citizen or as a man, as 
ple, its consequences may contribute to prostrate in he could for assigning reasons to record his fulfil- 
the dust the authority of the very law which the ment of the obligation which he could not, withcut 
president has approved with the accompaniment of violation of his solemn oath, have omitted to do. 
this most extraordinary appendage, and to introduce A resolition of this house has at length drawn 
a practice which would transfer the legislative pow- forth from the department of state an authenticated 
er of congress itself to the arbitrary will of the ex- copy of this exposition of reasons, but, the commit- 
ecutive. ‘tee are constrained to say, without producing so 
-The deposite in the department of state, bythe much as a plausible reason for the deposite of those 
president, of an exposition of his reasons for signing reasons in the office of the department with the law. 
a Jaw, to accompany the law itself, has been hither-| The president appears to be apprehensive that his 
to without example. One instanee has indeed oc- motives for signing it may be misunderstood, or that 
curred, on the 31lst of May, 1830, when president his opinions may be liable to be misconstrued,or quo- 
Jackson, within an hour before the close of that ted hereafter erroneously as a precedent; and he, 
session of congress, sent to this house a message in- therefore, feels it due to himself to say that, in ap- 
forming them that he had approved and signed a bill proving the bill, he proceeded not so much on his 


| making appropriations for examinations and surveys, own opinion, either of its constitutionality or policy, 


and also for certain works of internal improvement; as from respect to the declared will of the two 
but that, as the phraseology of the section which ap- houses of congress. 

The entry upon this bill is, “approved: John Ty- 
road from Detroit to Chicago, might be construed to ler,’ and that entry makes it the law of the land; 


authorize the application for the continuance of the and then, by a private note, deposited with the law 
1 


toad beyond the limits of the territory of Michigan, in the department of state, the same hand which, un- 


he desired to be understood as having approved that der the sacred obligation of an official oath, has 
bit! with the understanding that the road authorised written the word “approved,” and added the sign ma- 
by that section was not to be extended beyond the’ nual of his name, feels it due to himself to declare 
limits of the said territory. | that the bill is not approved, that he doubts both its 
This was a simple message to the house, inform-' constitutionality and its policy, and that he signs it 
ing them what construction he gave to one section of , only in deference to the declared will of both houses 
a law which he had approved and signed; but not in-| of congress, not from assent to their reasons, but in 
forming them that he had added any thing to his sig- submission to their will. 
nature upon the bill itself. The most exceptionable| And he feels it due to himself to say this—first, 
part of this transaction was therefore unknown to that his motives fur signing it may be rightly under- 
the house, and they could take no action upon it.| stood: secondly, that his op:mions may not be liable 
They laid the message on the table. to be misunderstood; or thirdly, quoted hereafter er- 
itis indeed true that the construction which the roneously as a precedent. The motives of a. presi- 
president announced to the house he had given, in| dent of the United States for signing an act of con- 
approving and signing the bill, to that section which | gress, can be no other than because he approves it, 
appropriated money for a road from Detroit to Chi-| and because, in that event. the constitution enjoins it 
cago, was directly in the face of the letter of the | upon him to sign it as a duty, which he has sworn to 
law, and of the understanding with which it had/ perform, and with which he cannot dispense, 
been passed by both houses of congress. No tourt| But no; in the present case the president feels it 
of justice, without violating all the rules of construc-! due to himself to say that his motives for signing the 
tion observed in judicial tribunals, could have sanc-| bill were not because he approved, or because it was 
tioned that construction. But that part of the act! made by the constitution his duty to sign it, but to 
was to be executed by the president himself. By the | prove his submission to the will of congress. He 
partial and imperfect execution of it, arresting the fi 
road at the limits of the territory instead of extend-| bilities of his opinions to misconstruction, or to be 
ing it to Chicago, he defeated the intention of the le-! quoted hereafter erroneously as a precedent. His 
gislature; but he had a conscientious, coustitutional | signature to the bill, preceded by the word ‘‘approv- 
scruple to sustain him. There was no appeal from | ed,” taken in connexion with the duties prescribed to 
his arbitrary decision. The completion of the road,' the president of the United States by the constitu- 
directed by the solemn act of the legislature, was) tion, certainly was liable to the construction that his 
prevented by the will of the president, regulated’by | of4 :ions were favorabie to the bill They were in- 
his construction of the law; and the improvement of deed liable to no other construction respectful to 
the country by the power of the national legislature, | him, or trustful to his honor and sincerity; nor can 


has from that day been suppressed and nullified. | theré be a doubt that they would have been quoted 
The real character of the message of president hereafter as a precedent. No man living could have 


Jackson was an objection to that ‘section of Ufie bill imagined that the word “approved” could be constru- 





sons, never Communicated to congress, to be publish- 


which made the appropriation for the road from De-; ed to mean either doubt or obsequious submission to 


eels it due also to himself to guard against the lia- - 
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the will of others; and it is with extreme regret that sions and propertions, more likely to be governed by 


the committee see, in the president’s expositicn of the spirit of party than of patriotism. At present, 


his reasons for signing an act of congress, the open 
avowal that, in his vocabulary, used in the perfor- 


duties, the word “approved” means not approval, Lut 
doubt net the exprpssion of his own opinions, but 
mere obsequicusness to the will of congress. 

Tie president alleges that, in yielding his doubts to 
the matured opinion of congress, he has followed the 
advice of the.first secretary of state to the first pre- 
sident of the United States, and the example set by 
that.illustrious citizen upon a memorable « ccasion. 

But the first secretary of state never advised the 
first president, in yielding his doubls by his signature 
to record them: with it in self-contradicticn: nor did 
the first president of the United States ever sanction, 
by his example, such recorded duplicity. 

In adverting to the infinitely dangerous tendency of 
such an example, the committee perceive that, if 
once acquiesced in by the legislature, it would coun- 
tenance and introduce un executive encroachment on 
their exclusive functions, little short of transferring 
the legislative power itseif from the two houses of 
congress to the president, and of encroaching not less 
upon the exclusive functions of the judicial courts. 

if the president is jusiilied in annexing to his sig- 
nature and declared approval of one act of congress, 
presented to hum for approval, an exposition ot rea- 
sous, ostensibly for siguing, but reaily against it, he 
may do the same with any or every other actoi the 
legisiature so presented tu him. He may aniounce 
hig construction of any or every section of the bill, 
direclly adverse to the construction given to it by all! 
parties in the legislature who enacted it. Such is| 
beueved to have been in the present instance the | 
case. ‘Ihe reasons o: the president then become a) 
ruuning COuumentary upon the law, against its execu- 
tiun according to the ilention of the legislature, and 
furestaiiing the appropriate action of the judicial tri- 
buua.s a eXpounding it. A more fatal expedient for 
breaking duwu the constitutional barriers between 
legisiative, executive aud judicial powers, could 
scarcely be devised. Under its operation, the law 
iiseil, ustead of a rule of conduct prescribed for the 
obedience of the peuple, would become a mere re- 
cordol the discordant opinicns and cenflicting walis 
ol is makers. 

‘Lhe president states that, while a member of eith- 
er branch o1 the legisiature, he deemed it his duty to 
vole agamst every Jaw oi the constitutionality of 
Which he entertaiued a doubt; but that, as president 
ol the United States, he way yield his doubts in de- 
ference to the sulemuly pronounced opinion of the 
representatives of the peuple aud ol the states. 

Without inquiring ity the soundness of this dis- 
unction, the Committee approve entirely the princi- 
ple, hut a president of tie United States needs no} 
upulogy lur sacrificing the mere pride of individua:, 
Opiiion, amounting Ouly to a doubt, in deterence to | 
the honest and deliberate Judgment of others; they) 
deem such a sacrifice not only to be his mght, but his | 
duly. ‘Lhe bias of a fairly valanced mind may well 
be turned by the sympathies of congenial rectitude 
aud ibe Couscivus Communion of honorable ends.— 
Bul the committee cannot equally approve the prin- 
Ciple of yieiding the doubt, and yet retaining 11; still | 

less Can Uiey acquiesce in the integrity of coupling | 
With the renunciation of the doubt a record of its 
Cunliiued €xXustence. 

‘Lhe president announces that one of his reasons 











six of the smaller states acquire an undue share of 


locally concentrated power in the house, by general 
ticket elections. stifling the voice and smothering the 


opinions of minorities nearly equal to half the peo- 


le of the state thus disfranchised by the overbear- 
ing insolence of a majority, always meager, and as 
it grows leaner growing more inexorable and oppres- 
sive. The larger states have hitherto passed over 
with little notice this practical iniquity, by which the 


fore, tothe state legislatures, though mandatory in 
form, is in substance a concession of power; and it 
is strange, passing strange, to find even the most zea- 
lous and most jealous vindicator of state righ's com- 
plaining of an investment of authority in the state 
as a grievous usurpation of authority of congress. 
The exposition of reasons for approving and signing 
the bill has a still more singular appearance of in- 
consistency, by the unhesitating intimation that these 
questions of the constitutionality of the law, and of 
its mandatory character, are brooding among the 


state of New Hampsiire, with five members, pre-'rancorous and vindictive passions of inflammed and 
ponderates over the state of New York, with forty. ' inflammatory_pertisans, reserved for exasperated al- 


But it is in the nature of things impossible that this 
should be suffered to continue long. The manner of 


tercation at the threshold of the 28th congress. “It 
would seem as if, in the foresight, if not in’ the aspi- 


election for the members of this house must be uni- | rations of the president, sufficient is not unto the day 


form. ‘The general or the single district must be the 
ccmmon rule for all; and if the smaller states will 
insist upon sending members to this house all of one 
mind, New York, or Pennsylvania, or Ohio, or all 
three tegether, will, ere long, teach them by other 
results the arithmetical combination of concentrated 
numbers. 

Should the general ticket system universally pre- 
vail, it is obvious that the representation in this house 
wiil entirely change its character, from a represen- 
tation of the people to a representation of states, 
and transform the constitutional government of the 
United States into a mere confederation like that 
which, fifty-four years ago, fell to pieces for the 
want of ligatures to hold it together. 

Jt is in the spirit of this dissolution of the consti- 
tution, and consequently of the union, that the pre- 
sident records his surrendered doubts of the consti- 
titionality of the apportionment act, because it pur- 
ports to be mandatery on the states to form districts 
for the choice of representatives to congress in sin- 
gle districts. But what shoolboy does not know that 


it isthe vital property of law to be mandatcry—that | 


what is not mandatory cannot be law? The very de- 
finition of municipal law, by the great jurist of 
England, is a rule of civil conduct prescribed by the 
supreme power in the state, commanding what is right, 
and prohibiting what is wrong. It is equally clear 
that the existence of liberty herself, in any commu- 
nity of men, is identical with the mandatory charac- 
ter of the law; and the only distinction between a 
free and an arbitrary government is, that one is a go- 
vernment of laws and the other a government of 
men. 


Is the objection of the president, that this manda- 
tory character of the law is made applicable tothe 
action of the sovereizn state:? Lut the Jaw derives 
its mandatory authority from the constitution itsell, 
which the states have bound themselves, by the most 
solemn obligations, to obey. The command is in the 
constitution, which has in express terms vested in 
congress the power exercised in this section of the 
act. The president admits that the power of con- 
gress, by law,to alter state regulations respecting 
the manner of holding elections for representatives, 
is clear; but he has feit deep and strong doubts of the 
power to command the states to make new regula- 
tions, or alter their existing regulations. 

This objection would invalidate every apportion- 
ment act which has been prescribed by congress 
during the existence of this government. Every 
new apportionment act not only annuls the regula- 
tions provided by the Jaws of the several states to 
hold electicns of representatives under the preceding 
apportionment, but is mandatory to the states to pro- 


for elilerti “€D y » constie| | igh 
tiilerlaming deep and strong doub.s of the consti-| Jide regulations for holding the elections within the 


lulichaily of the jaw which te hus approved and 
Sigued is, that 3t purports to be mandatory on the 
Slales to lorim districts for the choice of represenla- 
tives in single districts. 

_ ‘The committee believe this to be by far tie most 
MipOriant and wost useluj) provision ol the act. ‘lhey 
Deneve, udeed, the estavustment of the princapie 


states, conformably to the new apportionment law 
enacted by congress. Jn every successive apportion- 


ment law, the number «f representatives in this 


house which many.of the states have been entitled 


the evil thereof. 

| _‘Fhis is not one of those laws the constitutionality 
(of which will have the benefit of a fair and impartial 

decision by an independent judicial tribunal. This 
house is made, by the constitution, exclusively the 
judge of the elections, returns and qualifications of 
itsown members. The questions of construction and 
| of constitutionality, stimulated by those surrendered 

and yet recorded doubts, will be wrath treasured up 
for the day of wrath, to inflame and convulse the de- 
‘liberations of this‘house at the first organization of 
this house for the next congress—the congress, be it 
remembered, upon the house of representatives in 
which will devolve the duty of electing the president 
of the United States for four years from the 3d of 
March, 1845, if. as is too much to be apprehended 

an ahsolute majority of the votes in the electoral col- 
leges should fail of being secured. 

_ The private and personal interest of the president 
| in the otganization of the house of representatives of 
the next congress suggests motives on his part for 
desiring to influence that organization in’ the diree- 
tion of his individual interest, which may aecount for 
this atlempt to countenance and encourage a spirit 

already too apparent on the part of more than one of 
the states, to set at defiance the will of the whole 
union, expressed beyond all possible eavil or honest 
controversy in this provision of the apportionment 
law, and to force upon the house of representatives a 
representation chosen by general ticket from those 
states, while the representation from all the other 
states will, in obedience to the law, be chosen by, 
| sing!e districts, 








lt is self-evident that, in the event of such a con- 
flict at the organization of the next house of repre- 
| sentatives, the local interest and comparative weight 
of the few states electing by general ticket will be 
in direct opposition ‘to the interest and relative 
weight of all the states represented by single dis- 
tricts. If it be expected that political sympathies 
ke party discipline will be sufficiently strong to pre- 
'vail over the permanent, indisputable, and abiding 
interests of the large and populous states, and induce 
their representatives to indulge the small states with 
a gencral ticket represenation at the expense of the 
relative weight and mfluence of their own constitu- 
ents, the result can be no other than to introduce in- 
equality of privilege between the constituent confe- 
derates of this union; and the inevitable consequence 
of a continued practical exercise of such inequality 
will be mutual irritation, alienation, and diszust, till 
the large states will adopt the general ticket repre- 
sentation themselves, and merge in the flood of num- 
bers ail the influence of the s:maller states. 

Similar considerations, the president states, have 
‘operated with him in regard to the representation of 
fractions exceeding thirty thousand. 

But his treatment of this constitutional doubt 1s 
strikingly different from that which he bestows on 
the doubt with regard to the mandatory character of 








in “7 dj ‘ears iS i sce > >t} saris : . . * 
to send during the preceding ten years is increased or | the section prescribing election by single districts. 


diminished; and, the numerous state legislatures 
which have been so long waiting for the legislation 





alswuiely mdispensable tv the preservation of this! of congress at this Lime and on this subject, the spe- 
ihe representation of the peopie by single | cial extraordinary sessions which more than one of |is in favor of the bill. 


lililun. 


The argument or the president on the first doubt is 
against the provision in the law, and consequently 
avainst the law; the argument on the second doubt 
In this ease, the doubt had 











districts is undvublediy the onfy mode by which the | those legislatures have been under the necessity of | existed from the foundation of the government: it 
Pliseipi¢c OL representalion, in jroporun to nume- | holding, have all been caused by their indispensable | had always hitherto been found insurmountable 


bers, Cau be carried mito execution. 
OL be Cunsilution is, hal the representatives shail 
bOLeXceed one tur every thuriy Uneusand of federal 


Cessuriiy prescribed one member ior every addilivn 
Oi the Common ultipie within each of the several 


| mandatory it junctions of the congressional law. 


‘Lhe provision | duly to provide regulations for giving etlect to the | But now, the president, who had heretofore voted 


against it as unconstitutional, finds it recommending 


| The objection. to the mandatory character of the! itself as approaching nearer to constitutional equality 
Lumbers, aud every act ol apportioument has ve-' law has an aspect so extraordinary as to be some-| than any coramon divisor to the entire population of 


| in congress, admitied by the president to be clear, of | pensable. 


| what whimsical, when we consider that the power | each state, which had heretofore been deemed indis- 


As there is no prospect of any practical 


Slates, A nivre wnqual mode of assembling a re-| districting the state by its own authority, ts much | opposition to the full execution of this provision of 
presentation of the people in a deliberative body | heavier and more searching in its “operation than ithe law, an exposition of reasons for approving and 
Cuuld Lot easily be coutrived than that ot one por-| that which he considers as so questionable. The | signing the bill containing it appears to the commit- 
lon chosen.by a general ticket throughout the state, | election of represeutalives tothe national Jegislature | tee destitute itself not only of reason, but even of 
auelber pertion vy sigie disipicts, avd a third por-| is not a burden, but a precious privilege. ‘The geo- | plausible pretence. , 


eu. paruly by singie and paruy by doubie, trebie, graphical division of the territory of the state, ac- | 


The president concludes by observing that, in ap- 


audqusurupie diswicts. '} lis dorms, in the mass,a cording to the uumber of the representatives allow- | proving the bill, he flatters himself that a disposition 
Pepreschiauon 1.0l ol one representative lor the com-| ed to the state in this house, is an operation obvious- i will be perceived on his part to convede tothe opm: 
Muvu Slaudard nuwber throughout tie whole union, | ly better suited to the action of the Jocal legislature | ions of congress in a matter which may onidales to 
but ol states, and cities, ang sectional divisions, in than to that of the assembly representing the w hole | the good’ of the country and the stabiity of its insti- 


Kuvts aud clusters of population, of dilferent dimeu-| union. The assignment of that operation, there- | tutions, upon which his awa opinion is not clear and 
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decided. The repeated profession of deference for 
the opinions of congress would be received with 
more respectful aceeptance, but. for contemporane- 
ous unofficial expositions of the writer’s real senti- 
ments towards the legisiature of the Union, address- 
ed not to them, but to private individuals and convi- 
vial assemblies, and by them paraded forth in the 
public journals of the daily press to the world. It 
would also be better entitled to the credit of sinceri- 
ty, but for the countervailing compliment to the re- 
spectability of opinion against the constitutionality of 
the bill, thereby instigating and fomenting that fac- 
tious resistance to the execution of the most impor- 
tant provision of the law, of which the trumpet has 
been already sounded in two of the states, and which 
threatens a conflict at the organization of this house’ 
in the next congress, to which no friend to the peace 
and harmony of the Union can look forward but with 
melancholy foreboding. 

The committee consider the act of the president, 
notified by him to the house of. representatives in his 
message of the 25th ult., as authorised by the consti- 
tution and laws of the United States, pernicious in 
its immediate operation, and imminently dangerous 
in its tendencies. They believe it to be the duty of | 
the house to protest against it, and to place upon 
their journal an earnest remonstrance against its 
ever being again repeated. They report, therefore, 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the house of representatives consi- 
der the act of the president of the United States, no- | 





——7 


ney general of the United States, which he had 
read with some care, and he must say with some as- 
tonishment. He was not aware that that gentle- | 
man, before he was elevated tothe high post which 
he occupied, was remarkably distinguished for his 
legal acumen, and without intending any disrespect 
to him, he must say that in his opinion that gentle- 
man was better qualified to occupy the post of pro- 
fessor of rhetoric and oratory than of the law officer 
of government. 

Mr. B. cared not for the opinions of those who 


rte 


sand bright bayonets glittering on Pennsylvania ave- 


nue. He had no idea that the people of the country. 


would submit to it. 

But there were great difficulties in the way of im. 
veachment. There were some of his friends (Mr. 

- was understood to say) who concurred with him, 
but he disclaimed for his party any participation in 
the design of impeachment, or in the midnight cau- 
cuses that had at any time been. held, as had been 
rumored. As the secretary of the navy had claim- 
ed to be the first to raise the flag of disunion in Vir- 


debated this question at the time of the passage of ginia, so Mr. B. claimed to be the first to raise the 
the act, or for the opinions of the attorney general flag of impeachment in this house. He was alone 
or executive on this question. He looked to thelaw, init. As an American citizen, independent of being 
and would undertake to show from the law itself a representative of a free people, he would resist 
that there was no authority, bu: that there was an this executive assumption of power as long as he 
usurpation of power and a violation of all Jaw in the | had a voice to raise against it. Difficulties were in 
attempt made on the part of the executive to collect | the way, and the fear that they could not succeed, 
duties. Mr. B, read from the first, third, and fifth! was an argument with gentlemen. All that he pro- 
sections of the bill, showing that it provided ex-' posed to do when the proper time arrived, was to 
pressly that after the 30th of June, 1842, duties ; prefer charges against the president—to ask this 
were to be assessed ‘under such regulations as may house to appoint a committee with power to send 


be prescribed by law. He also referred to the fact 
that when the bill was under consideration, Mr. 
Dickerson, of New Jersey, moved a proposition to 
strike out the word “law,” and insert “secretary of | 
the treasury with the approbation of the president of | 
the United States,”’so as to transfer these regula- 
tions to the secretary of the treasury and president. 
The motion failed. Mr. Tyler was then a member 


of the senate,and present when that debate took! 


for persons and papers, to inquire into the truth of 
those charges, and'to let the testimony collected go 
before the senate. If these charges were sustained, 
he would trust to the senate to perform their duty. 
For thirteen years the president of the United States 
had been rioting in lawless power. It was time to 
arrest it. He would not give the snap of his finger 
for the government if it were not arrested. 

What were the objections of the president to the 


tified to them by his message of the 25th ult. viz: his | place; and notwithstanding his knowledge of that 
causing to be deposited in the office of the secretary | proposition, he now undertook, with his secretary of 
of state, with the act of congress entitled, ‘‘an act, the treasury, to prescribe these regulations. 

for an apportionment of representatives among the| Mr. B. maintained that the condition of the coun- 
several states according to the sixth census,” approv-, try and the action of the executive on this bill, in- 
ed and signed by him, an exposition of his reasons! volved the whole question of taxation. It wasa 
for giving to the said act his sanction, as unwarrant-, struggle between the legislative and executive pow- 
ed by the constitution and laws of the United States, ers over the whole subject of taxation. Where was 
injurious to the public interest, and of evil example the limitation to the power the president claimed 
for the future; and the house do hereby solemnly over this subject? By the compromise act itself the 
protest against the said act of the president, and power was taken from government after the 30th of 
against ever being repeated or adduced as a prece- June, 1842, to levy duties except by such regula- 
dent hereafter. ‘tions as might be prescribed bylaw. Thus, con- 











THE REVENUE BILL 


SPEECH OF MR. BOTTS. 
IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE HOUSE, JuLY 11, 1842. 

Mr. Borts, after observing that until he heard the 
argument of the gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. Hotmes) this morning, he had not been aware 
that there was any constitutional impediment in the 
mind of any member to the passage of this bill— 
that those gentlemen who were in favor of direct 
taxation, which he believed was a favorite theory 
with the gentleman who had just taken his seat, 
(Mr. Lewis) never denied the constitutional power 
of this house to lay duties for the support of go- 
vernment—proceeded to say that the bill professed to 
be a bill for revenue, and not for protection. Had 
any gentleman expressed his belief that it would 
raise more revenue than was necessary for an eco- 
nomical support of. government? The gentleman 
from Alabama (Mr, Lewis) had expressed his fear 
that it would not raise enough for this purpose; and 
the gentleman forgot the debt of $17,000,000 con- | 
tracted for the purpose of paying the extravagances , 
to which he was so warmly attached. 

Mr. B. would not go into the details of the bill, 
but would present his general views, and the views 
of those he represented, in reference to the passage 
of atariff bill. He wished a bill to raise revenue | 
enough for all the purposes of government; not for a 
parsimonious and niggardly administration, but | 
for a fair and liberal, and atthe same time economr- | 
cal administration of government; and in laying du-| 
ties for this purpose, he wished to see such a dis- 
crimination made as would furnish incidental pro- 
tection not to one, but to every branch of the indus- | 
try of the country. : | 

His chief object in addressing the committee was | 
to show the indispensable necessity of passing a re- 
venue bill; to show that there was. at this time no 
revenue in existence—no legal authority for collect- 
ing a dollar; that the government was wasting away 
its means; that it was deprived of its rightful reve- 
nue,and that millions of money would be, as has 
been the case already, lost to government, unless 
some revenue biil should pass which should immedi- 
ately receive the sanction of the executive. 

Me. B. desired to call attention to the famous com- 
promise act, aid to show from that act as well.as 
from the debates accompanying it, that future legis- 
lation prior to 30th June, 1842, was intended by 
those who passed it as indispensible to authorise the | 
collection of duties. He read at some length from 
the debates on that billof Mr. Cray and others in 
proof of this fact, He was aware that this admin- 
istvation had obtained the legal opinion of the atior- 








gress had failed to establish such regulations. 
| not failed in the attempt; it had discharged its duty 
‘in passing a temporary bill, continuing the laws in 
force on the 30th of June. 


-medy for this usurpation of the taxing power? Let} 


his circulars to the portsof the United States, di- | 


‘day after that a duty of five or of fifty per cent., ac- 


It had 


That bill had not met 
the executive sanction, and the government was 





about to lose millions and millions in the collection 
of revenue. He maintained not only that every ar-| 
ticle that had entered our ports since the 30th of; 
June, and that should enter them until the passage of | 
a revenue bill,entered free of duty, but that many 
millions of dollars might be drawn from the treasury | 
in the shape of drawbacks. Before it was possible | 
to pass a revenue law to meet the executive sanc-| 
tion, it wasin the power of the New Orleans mer- 
chants, for instance, to export ten, fifty, and per- 
haps one hundred millions of goods to Havana, to} 
receive the drawback on them, and then to import | 
them again free of duty. So that the government) 
bore not only the duty on those now coming in but} 
was liable to Jose that which had already been col-| 
lected; and that was the responsibility that maniac | 
at the other end of the avenue (for Mr. B. could) 
call him nothing less) had taken on him. 


Mr. B. was sometimes. asked where was the re- 


them talk no more about stamp acts or the tea tax, 
when this house would sit silently by and fold its, 
arms in acquiescence and ask where is the remedy 
for this gross usurpation of the whole taxing power, 
for this right, which the executive claitied tb issue 


recting one day that a duty of twenty per cent., the 
next day that a duty of sixteen per cent., and the 


cording to his pleasure, should be levied. There was 
no limit to his authority, if he had the right to col- 
lect a dollar of duty. Here they sat and asked 
themselves what is the remedy? Was there no re- 
medy? Did the constitution prescribe no remedy? 
Was this man toexcuse himself by asserting that 
this was the construction of his law officer or of 
himself on this law? Was there any outrage which 
he could commit that might not be excused on the 
same ground—on the ground that it was his con- 
struction of the law? Was not he responsible for 
his misconstruction of law—for the misconstruction 
of his law officer? Yes, sir, said Mr. Botts, and I 
proclaim now, if there isany spark of spirit, manli- 
less or freedom in this house, that they will exer- 
cise, that remedy at the proper time. 

Impeachment was the remedy, and the only Feme- 
dy save that of revolution, and he declared that 
it was his sincere belief (and gentlemen might not 
take it aa idie declaration) that if this usurpation of 
power were suffered by the, house, six months would 
not pass over their'heads before they saw ten thou- 





passage of the law they had sent him?. That it vio- 
lated the compromise act of 1833. He did not pre- 
tend to interpose any constitutional difficulty. How- 
ever obnoxious the sentiment might be in that  por- 
tion of the country from which he came, he utterly 
rejected and repudiated the idea that any compro- 
mise bill passed by this or any other congress was to 
have a binding effect on him or his successors. Was 
the compromise act any thing more than any revenue 
act passed for ten years only? It had no more bind- 
ing force than this tariff act, which was a compro- 
mise, would have on their successors. How did they 
pass any bill except by compromise—by the surren- 
der one to the other of their various difficulties and 
objections? 

Mr. B. expressed his great regret that the com- 
promise act ever received the sanction of congress, 
or of the president. He believed it one of the most 
unwise and unrighteous measures which ever met 
the sanction of the great and distinguished statesman 
whose head had been crowned with laurels for the 
part he took in it—he meant Mr. Clay; not only on 
the financial condition of the country, but as a de- 
structive precedent with rezard to difficulties in one 
state which it was designed toremedy. They had 
seen what had been .its effects recently in New 
Hampshire, and they would continue until it met the 
general repudiation of the country. 


But this law violated the compromise of 1841] in 
the distribution act which passed this house. The 
president had been pleased to call this a compromise. 
Would any gentleman friendly to the executive be 
pleased to tell him who were the parties to the com- 
promise? He was here and heard of no compromise. 
The compromise was this: there was a senator from 
Georgia and a senator from Virginia, who would 
not vote for the passage of this bil] without imposing 
on it this limitation of 20 percent. It passed the 
senate thus, and came to the house. And was it not 
proclaimed, not only on this floor, but in the senate, 
that when they had the power they would repeal that 
limitation? and was it not then the confident expecta- 
tion that they would have two whig senators from 
Tennessee at this session of congress? They took 
the bil] with the amendment rather than not at all. 

The president made another objection to the pas- 
sage of this bill, i. e. that it did not repeal the dis- 
tribution act. The president's objections to the dis- 
tribution act grew out of the existing state of the 
treasury department. Mr. B. refered to the provi- 
sion in the bill for the postponement of the first in- 
stalment of the proceeds of the lands from the Ist 
July to Ist August, to give time tg replenish the 
treasury. But the president to carry out his opposi- 
tion to the distribution law, vetoed the bill, and made 
it imperative to make this distribution; and, when 
he was in Richmond a week ago, a letter had been 
received from one of the acting agents of govern- 
ment inquiring who was entitled to receive that 
state’s quota? This was to be forced on them by a 
man who professed to be opposed to distribution al- 
together. 

The president put his veto on no ground of a vio- 
lation of the constitution. Had he not been a pecu- 
liar friend of distribution? Mr. B. briefly examined 
the policy and benefits of this scheme, and pronoun- 
ced the repeal or suspension of it to be an attempt 
to rob or plunder the poor man for the benefit of the 
rich. 


es 
Bees 
my, 


























































































ce 
—— 


But | 
ed his : 
tionme 
ture, 2° 
signed 
nite m: 
tion, tt 
dent to 
es 
ex I 
while | 
with t 
of the 
exerci 
ecutiv 
old; it 
of our 
dictati 
fore sé 
path ¥ 
also. 
tion c 
art, 
He we 
not su 
tion b 
venue 
$17,0( 
mean 
cipal, 
a roll 
out m 
witho 

that t 

It } 
expre 
ecuti' 
guage 
man ' 
to be 
on th 
ratior 
mem! 
some 
toed, 
the p 
the e 
ed, a: 
place 
flict 1 


In 
rema 
lic pt 
this f 
its di 
tion ' 
the 
to sp 
he be 
the r 
hous 
knov 
with 
that 
had, 
mem 
ques' 
effec 
char 







































































1Ve-= 


try - 


im. 
Mr. 


in 
au- 
een 
im- 
fir- 
the 
one 
ing 
sist 


jot 


iat 


vi- 
in- 
ist 
he 
si- 
de 
en 
en 
Ne 
at 


il. 





PR ae 
eh east 


aah 





Pay at A eee $5 Bipot § pihtaa5 
Sy yee pg Ree SEN aN BS 

oy Sorte es 5 ; 

« a . 


es 
nap ts 








NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—JULY 23, 1842--CONGRESS. 


333 











—_—_—_— 








But the president had told them that he surrender- Our conduct, as between Mexico and Texas, had, he 
said, been but that of the chief commercial states of 
Like us, they had recognised the indepen- 
This existed, in fact; and its re- 
cognition was therefore no matter of national offence: 
or, if such in us, was equally so against all other 
e had, he said, displayed 
a moderation the most determined towards Mexico, 
ties, but interposed his objections on the grounds of|such as would have dishonored us, if practised to- 
wards any but a feeble power. 
to the most singular diplomatic indignities, while the 
The legislature | cry of our plundered citizens was constantly piercing 
of the country was threatened in advance with the| our ears. Did we proceed, like the French to nego- 
exercise of the veto power unless it submitted to ex-| tiate with a fleet in the harbor of Vera Cruz. 
we forbore, while our impoverished countrymen were 
knocking at our doors for national redress. 
midst of these acts of forbearance, the Mexican mi- 
nister quits the country, by a sort of flight, leaving 
Still, pocket- 
ing this studied insult, we enter mto a conventign for 
the liquidation of these claims of our people. 


ed his constitutional doubts on a late bill—the appor- 
tionment bill—in deference to the will of the legisla- 
ture, as expressed by the passage of that law, and 
signed the bill. Yet, on this other bill of such infi- 
nite magnitude, involving the whole power of taxa- 
tion, the whole revenues of the country, the presi- 
dent told them that he bad no constitutional difficul- 


expediency, and undertook to threaten this house, 
while legislating on this great and important subject, 
with the exercise of another veto. 


ecutive dictation. This country was but 58 years 
old; it was now in its infancy, and at this early stage 
of our history was the legislature to submit to the 
dictation of the executive, and, as the gentleman be- 
fore said, of such an executive too? If the president’s 
path was Jaid out before him, Mr. B.’s was laid out 
also. Would they agree to strike out this distribu- 
tion clause at the dictation of the executive? For his 

art, he would die in his tracks before he would.— 
He would vote for no revenue bill on earth that did 
not suspend the 20 per cent. clause in the distribu- 
tion bill; and,-until we had the means of raising re- 
venue, he would vote for no appropriations. We had 
$17,000,000 debt authorised, and until we had the 
means not only of meeting the interest but the prin- 
cipal, he never would vote for the appropriation of 
a dollar: he would see how Mr. Tyler got along with- 
out money. If he could carry on the government 
without money, Mr. B. proclaimed here in his place 
that they would make him the next president. 

It had been said that this bill was framed with an 
express reference to eliciting a conflict with the ex- 
ecutive. Mr. B. did not wish to use any harsh lan- 
guage. And yet he could not help saying that the 
man who talked in that way asserted what he knew | 
to be false. He did not know that it had been said | 





Europe. 
dence of Texas. 


powers recognising it. 


behind him a publie libel against us. 


a scene then ensues! 


ment, and to dispute every claim! 
thus referred to the umpire. 


We had submitted 


had instructed him to report the bill, which he should 
now do. He was not sure that it would prove satis- 
factory to the senate, but it embodied the views of a 
majority of the committee. The subject had been 
found to be a difficult one, and when the bill came 
up for action he should call the special] attention of 
the senate to its provisions. 

The bill to confirm claims to Jands in thé district 
between the Rio Hondo and the Sabine rivers, was 
considered in committee of the whole and ordered to 
be engrossed. 

The bill directing an edition of the laws of the 
United States to be compiled and printed, and for 
the distribution thereof, was discussed at some length, 
amended in several particulars, and ordered to be 
engrossed. 

The bill to raise a new regiment and to organize 
a corps of horse artijlery was called up, when Mr. 
/ircher said that the committee on military affairs had 
no disposition to press the bill, and it was laid on the 


t | table. 
We appoint, under the treaty, 
fair and proper commissioners, while they, to this 
judicial board, this mized commission, delegate diplo- 
matic agents, directed to hear no evidence nor argu- 


Every ahhes: gyrate claims for property destroyed by military operations 


On motion of Mr. Merrick, the senate then pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business, and 
after some time spent therein, adjourned. 


Juty 16. The bill to authorise the adjustment of 


while used to spin out the time, so that as' many cases | 1" Florida, was taken up, on motion of Mr. Graham, 
as possible might be excluded by the termination of. and, after having been debated at considerable length, 
the commission. The documentary testimony which, | ¥28 otdered to be engrossed. 


when called upon, Mexico had bound herself to sup- 





The following bill was considered in committee of 


ply from her archives, was in no instance supplied, or | #¢ whole and ordered to be engrossed. 


only in a mutilated state. 


Finally, $2,500,000 


of | ihe bill to authorise the secretary of the treasury 


claims are adjudicated, while above $10,000,000 | to make an arrangement or compromise with any of 


more remain referred to the umpire, but undecided. 
And now aiter these long delays, these eflorts in 


| the sureties on bonds given to the United States by 
| Samuel Swartwout, late collector of the customs for 


every way to embarrass, to harass, and to defeat the | ‘he port of New York. 


claimants, by every unjust device, what is the result | 
even as to those whose claims have been adjudged? 
Go into the market and learn the value of this Mexi- | 


The following bills were read a third time and 
passed: 
The bill to confirm the claims to land in the dis- 


on this floor; but if it had, he did not take this decl]a- | can scrip! See what Mexican redress affords to your | trict between the Rio Homo and Sabine rivers. 


ration back. It was within the knowledge of every | plundered, your beggared citizens! Yet we have not | 
member of this house that it was apprehended by lamed out; we have not complained; we have not | 
some that the bill in its original shape would be ye-| €*¢n made a demand on Mexico for the amount ad- | 


toed, and when it went to the senate they struck out 
the provision of the house and substituted another for | 
the express purpose of avoiding a veto. Ithad pass-' 
ed, as did the bank bill of 1841, with a provision 

placed in it for the express object of avoiding a con- 
flict with the executive department. 


In regard to the state of parties, Mr. B. had but a 
remark to make. He had setn it stated in the pub- 
lic prints, and in some private letters of members on 
this floor, that this congress was totally neglecful of 
its duty to the public interests, and that every ques-| 
tion was decided with reference to the chances of | 
the presidential candidates. It did not become him 
to speak for the whole party, but for himself, (and | 
he believed he was universally charged with being 
the root and foundation of all conspiracies in this 
house), so far as he was concerned, and had any 
knowledge of the course of actionof other gentlemen | 
with whom he was associated, he undertook to say | 
that this charge was utterly groundless. He never | 
had, in a single instance, heard a whisper from any | 
member of the whig party, on the decision of any 
question submitted for their consideration, as to its 
effect on the presidential election. Yet they were 
charged with it throughout the country, and by men 
of his party on this floor. Let those gentlemen tell | 
with whom they had couversed on this question in 
reference to the bearing the passage of this or that 
measure would have on any presidential candidate. 

The hour having expired, Mr. B. resumed his seat. 
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Jury 14. The president of the senate laid before | 
the body a communication from the president of the 
United States made in compliance with a resolution 
of the 11th inst. calling for the correspondence in re- 
lation to our affairs with Mexico. 

Portions thereof were read. 

Mr. Preston rose to enforce various points in this 
very grave matter. He insisted, as before, that there 
could be no question of the high moderation and for- 
bearance with which we have met; on the part of 
Mexico, a series of injuries and indignities, such as 
it would have been utterly disgraceful to bear, ex- 
cept from a nation whose feeble and embarrassed 
state made concessions and patience a matter of mag- 
nanimity in acountry so much more powerful and 
secure. Had such acts been committed or such lan- 
guage been used against us. by any of the large Euro- 
pean states, they would have been met, by every cuti- 
zen of this country, with one general burst of indigna- 


judicated under this convention. 


The bill directing an edition of the laws of the 
Jnited States to be compiled and printed, and for 
the distribution thereof. 


The bill to abolish the office of the commissary 


Meantime Mexico has no diplomatic agent amongst general of purchases, the bill to establish a corps of 
us. One has come to the country, but avoids becom- | Sappers, miners, and pontoniers, and the bill in addi- 
ing fully accredited, and enters, en attendant, nto ation to an act to promote the progress of the useful 


sort of unauthorised belligerency with us. 
'should, as long as it 1s possible, forbear towards a | 


We | arts, were laid on the table. 


The bill providing for the publication of an edition 


sister republic; but we shall, at last, be compelled to | of 18,000 copies of the laws regulating the post office 
chastise a government that only repays our kindness | department, came up in its order, as in committee of 


with wrongs, and our moderation with insults. 


Mr. | the whole; and after having been explained by Mr. 


P. moved the reference of the correspondence to the Merrick, who contended for the necessity of the pub- 


committee of foreign relations. 


Mr. Sevier spoke with approval of the tone of the | 


lication, and opposed by Messrs. King and Sevier, 
Mr. Evans desired to examine the bill, as it involv- 


papers, also of the documents written by the secretary €d a considerable expenditure of money; and, with 
in relation to the Creole, and they were the only docu- that view, he moved an adjournment; which motion 
ments from that quarter of which complaint could not being agreed to, 


be made. Mr. S. complained, however, that less spirit | 
| had been shown towards G. Britain, whose conduct had 
/been far more offensive than that of Mexico. 


offender. 


Mr. Crittenden said that he should have regretted | 
very much to have seen any heroic blustering to- | and presents considerations in reference to the de- 


He | 
was opposed to flaming out against an imbecile pow- | 
er, while we fold our arms against a more powerful 
He would support the government in main- 
| taining its dignity towards both of those nations. 


The senate adjourned. 


Juty 18. Mr. Wright presented a petition from 
Aaron Leggett, of the city of New York, one of the 
‘claimants under the Mexican treaty, on the sub- 
\ject of the partial award made by the commis- 
sioners to settle the claims of our citizens against 
| Mexico. 

The memorial goes into the history of the subject 


wards a power so little formidable as Mexico. Let} pressed value of the certificates, and asks congress to 


fallen.” 
that he maxim had been observed. 
treatment of our official agent at Santa Fe. 
a relations and ordered to be printed. 
adjourned. 
Jury 15. 


be admitted into the union as a state. 


Mr. Linn said that there was a another matter, not 
alluded to in the correspondence, which was the | sentatives announcing the passage of the bill to pro- 


fter the consideration of private bills the senate 
went intoexecutive session and, subsequently thereto, | title, and, on motion of Mr. Evans, was referred to 


Mr. Calhoun presented a memorial from 
citizens of Florida, praying that the territory may 


that republic bluster if she pleased; but he was glad | take measures to secure their payment. 
to see that the maxim of the noble Roman had been | 
pursued: ‘fo strike those in arms, but to spare the |of the agricultural products of the country against 
He was indeed rejoiced to see in this case | a restrictive tariff, as highly destructive to the ag- 


Also, from ship owners, merchants and exporters 


riculturalists, ship owners and exporters. 
A message was received from the house of. repre- 


vide revenue from imports and to change and modify 


The papers were referred to the committee on fo- | existing laws imposing duties on imports, and for 


other purposes. 
The bill was read a first and second time by its 


the committee on finance aud ordered to be printed. 
On motion of Mr. King, 
Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to Jay before the senate the agreement 


Mr. Smith, of Indiana, from the committee on pub- | made with Casper W. Wever in 1832 for his ser- 


lic lands, to whom had been referred the opinion of | vices in superintending the work on Pennsylvania 
the secretary of war that the lead mines in the state | avenue, together with the correspondence of the 
of Illinois and the territories of Wiskonsan and lowa, | committees with said Wever, showing the duties he 


could be sold under existing Jaws as other public | 





performed, the length of time he was employed, the 


lands, and to whom were also referred several peti- | amount of money paid him, and whether he perform- 
tions and memorials relative to the sale of the mine-|ed the service in person or by deputy, and if by 


ral lands in said state and territories, reported a bill 


on the subject. 


Mr. 3. said a majority of the committee consider- 
ed it very doubttul, to say the least, whetler any 
such authority existed by law at this time as was! suins paid to each contractor over and above the 
conteuded for by the secretary of war; and they all | amount of their respective contracts. 
concurred fully in the opinion that no saje should 





tion, one general clamor for reparation or vengeance. 


deputy the amount paid to him. 

Resolved, That he cause to be furnished a state- 
ment showing who were the bidders for Macadamis- 
ing the avenue, the amount of each hid, and the 


Mr. Benton called up his proposition for leave to 











take place under doubtful powers. ‘i he committec | bring in a bill for the repeal of the bankrupt act. 
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Mr. B. addressed the senate at great length on the 

subject. ai ter 
Mr. Berrien made a brief reply against granting 

leave at this late stage of the session, and the ques- 


cided in the negative as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Bentor, Buchanan, 

Calhoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, Graham,King, Linn, Me- 

. Roberis, Rives, Sevier, Smith, of Conn. Sprague, 
Sturgeon, Walker, Wilcox, Woodbury, 
Young—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, 
Hemlerson, Huntington, Kerr, Merrick, Miller, 
Morehead, Porter, Simmons, Smith, of Ind. White, 
Woodbridge—2]. 

The leave required two-thirds under the rule. 

After the consideration of private bills the senate 
then adjourned. 


Jury 19. Mr. Buchanan_ presented a memorial 
from James Conner, stating a discovery which it had 
pleased Almighty God to make known to him, con- 
sisting of a peculiar form of steam boiler, by which 
the greatest saving can be efiected to the govern- 
ment. 

The memorialist states that the steamers Missis- 
sippi and Missouri have boilers which cust $80 000 
and $87,000, while he will give security to construct 
for the government boilers of equal capacity and 
possessing all other advantages for $20,000 each. 

Mr. Bates, from the committee on peusions, pre- 
sented the following joint reselution: 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of 
the United States «f America in congress assembled, That 
the benefits of the act entitled ‘an act granting half 
pay and pensions to certain widows,” approved the 
7th day of July, 1833, shall not be withheld from 
any widow whose husband died after the passage of 
the act of June 7, 1832, and before the act of July 7, 
1933, if-otherwise eutitied tothesame. 

ir. Crittenden from the committee on the judiciary, 
presented without amendment, the bill to amend the 
act entitled *-anact supplementary to the act entitled 
an act to amend the act to amend the judicial system 
of the United States.” 

This bifl 1s made the order of the day for this day 
next weck. 

Mr. Preston, agreeably to notice, introduced on 
leave the following joimt resolution: 

Resolved by the senute and house of representatives of 
the United States of America in congrass assembled, ‘That 
allsums hereafter appropriated to carry into etlect 
treaties for the extinguishment of Indian titles to 
land, shall be reimbursed to the treasury out of the 
sales of lands acquired by the treaty under which 
the appropriation 1s made. ! 

Oa the suggestion of Mr. Linn, the question on its 
second reading was deferred until to-morrow in order 
to make it atest question, when the sevate may be 
fully attended. 

Alwer passing several private bills, the senate ad- 
journed, 


Jury 20. Mr. Choate presented a memorial from 
citizens of Cambridge, Massachusetts, against the 
drawback allowed by the present laws on the expor- 
tation of rum distilled from molasses. “It operates as 
a bounty ior the encourazement of that vranch of 
commerce, and since 1840 and 134], more than a 
million and a haif gailons of rum tiave been export- 
ed to Asia, Africa and the Pacific entailing moral 
eviis upon its consumers.” ty 

Mr. Miller, of New Jersey, presented a_ petition 
from Sussex and Passaic counties, asking an ln 
crease of duties on bar Iron. 

Mr. Crafts presented the proceedings in conven- 
tion of the wool growers in Vermont ta favor ol a 

' imported wool. 
we Y right, of New York, presented a remon- 
strance frow citizens of New York against the pve- 
sent taritf law vefvre congress, as bemg so highly 
protective as to banish foreign conmerce, 

Mr. Fulton trom the com.nittee on public lands 
presenied a report asking to be discharged from tie 
further consideration of the message of the president 
in relation to the Clans of the uron Maison de 

‘ 2. ° 
Ws oe resolution directing the transfer of the 
stock neid vy the Uailed Siates in the Unesapeake 
and Ohio canal company, to the slate of Marytand, 
and the cities of Wasiinglon, Georgetown and Alex- 
andria,,on certain Condilivus, was wnended in Sume 
slight particulars ult mivtion of wir. derrick, read a 


‘in 


right, 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


=> 


Resolved, That the house of representatives consi- 


Tuourspa¥, Jury 14...The house resolved itself der the act of the president of the United States, no- 


to committee of the whole on the state of the un- tified to them by his message of the 25th ultimo, and 


_jon, Mr. McKennan, of Pennsylvania, in the chair 
tion on leave was taken by yeas and navs, and de-- 


'in his causing to be deposited in the office: of the 


and resumed the consideration~of the ‘bill “to pro- ! secretary of state, with the act of congress entitled 


vide revenue from imports, and for other purposes.” 
After voting upon various amendments proposed, 
the committee rose, and reported progress. 


t 


Seo act for. the apportionment of representatives 
-among the several states, according to the sixth cen- 
sus,” approved and signed by him, an exposition of 


The speaker then laid before the house a commu- | his reasons for giving to the said act his sanction, as 


nication from the president enclosing correspondence 
with the Mexican government as called for, which on 


unwarranted by the constitution and laws of the Unit- 
ed States, injurious to the public interest, and of evi! 


motion of Mr, Adams, was referred to the commit- example for the future; and this house do hereby so- 


tee on foreign affairs and ordered to be printed, and 
the house adjourned. fe 


Fray, Jury 15. Mr. Moore, of Louisiana, asked 
leave to offer, with a view to have printed, an amend- 
ment to the tariff bill, and expressed his desire to 
make certain disctosures in relation to frauds on the 
revenue connected with the article of sugar. Mr. M. 
asked that the amendment might be read. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

Add to the eighth section: 

Provided further, That an inspection, under such 
regulations as the secretary of the treasury may pre- 
scribe, shall be made of all sugars and molasses im- 
ported from foreign countries, in order to prevent 
frauds, and the introduction of sirup of cane or but- 
lery sirup under the title of molasses, or other- 
wise. 

Add to the fifteen section: 

“ind provided further, ‘hat one per centum, and no 
more, shal! be retained on the amount of drawbacks 
allowed on cotton imported from Texas, and the be- 
nelit of drawback shail be extended to ail foreign 
goods, wares, and merchandise exported, inland, to 
Texas and Mexico. 

And the question being taken, the house refused to 
suspend the rules. 

So the amendment was not received. 

[The following is the statement which Mr. Moore 
would have made if permitted: - 

The Island of Cuba produces about three hundred 
and twenty million pounds of raw sugar. Accord- 
ing to the ordinary calculation, in the West Indies 
],UUU0 pounds of raw sugar produces 33 gallons of 
molasses; at this rate Cuoa produces 10,560,000 gal- 
lons. it is well known that a large quantity is dis- 
tilted in that island ito tafia. We find that upwards 
of 2,UUU pipes of taffia has been exported from Ha- 
vania in one quarter; it may safely be said that one 
fourth of the molasses produced is manufactured 
into taffia or rum, which will leave 7,92U,U00 gallons 
molasses for exportation. ‘he custo.n house returns 
for 1340 show that 15,377,773 gallons of molasses 
were lunported froin Cuva alune—7,457,778° gallons 
more tian is produced for exportation. The pre- 
sumption is that this amount of sirup of sugar cane 
has ve n brought in as molasses. It this supposition 
is Correct, the revenue has been defrauded in 1840 
of from eight hundred thousand to one million of 
dollars. 

On motion of Mr. Fillmore, the house resolved it- 
sclf into committee of the whole on the state of the 
union, (Mr. Me Kennan, of Fennsylania in the chair), 
and resuined the consideration of the biil to provide 
revenue trom imports and to change and modify ex- 
isting laws imposing daties on imports, and for other 
purposes. 

Numerous amendments were proposed and voted 
upon, and atnong others, one by ir. Gentry, in rela- 
tion to the state debts, and anuther by Mr. W. C. 
Johnson, also m relation to the state deuts. 

Va vir, W. C. Johnson's anendment tellers were 
ordered, and Messrs. W.C. J. and Gentry tiled off, 
arm and arm, turvough the tellers, in favor. of the 
amendment, a uidst roars of laughter; the affirmative 
vole thus s.anding two. 

‘The chairman said the amendment was evidently 
lost, without a couit of the negative. 

Amendments were further olfered by Messrs. Bee- 
son and Cushing. 

Mr. Cushing moved to strike out the 25th section; 
i. e. the pruvisu repealing the 6th section of the dis- 
trivulion law. 

‘The vote stood: ayes 70, noes 105. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


! 
Alter voling upon the various other amendments pro- 


posed, Lie Cumuittee rose, and reported the bill and 
ameud. nents tu Wie house, which on. mution were or- 
dered to be printed, aud the house adjourned. 


Sarorpay, Juty 16. Mr. Adams, from the select 
com.niliee appotited under the resolution submitted 
by litua, and tu'whieh was referred the letter of the 





tuird Uae aud passed. ' 
A twumver ol private bills were considered and} 


| 
dispused vl. 


several valls in relation to matters of the Di-trie! 
oi Woiliiitla Weie Linch disposed ul, 4nd tiie seule 
luen weal tuto cacculive sussiuil, aud tuereuiler ude | 


joucned. 





secretary of state trans.nittung the exposition of the 
reasuis of the president med in tuat department, for 


‘giving his Sanction ty the apportionwent bill, asked 


teuve to makea report thereon. 


ihe report coaciudes wiih the following resolution, | 
which was read: 





lemnly protest against the said act of the president, 
land against its ever being repeated or adduced as a 
precedent hereafter. 


On motion of Mr. Adams the report was laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed. 

The speaker then proceeded to the regular morn- 
ing business, being reports of committees. 


And the first business in that order regularly he- 
fore the house, was a report made “Jong ago,” from 
the committee on the judiciary, setting forth that it 
| was inexpedient, at this time, to pass any laws em- 
bracing corporations within the provisions of the bill 
to provide for a uniform system of bankruptcy through- 
out the United States. 


And Mr. Roosevelt, who was entitled to the floor, 
submitted some remarks. Was there; (said he) any 
peculiar claim on the part of these corporations to 
indulgence. On the other hand were not the whole 
people, if possible, even more interested in subject- 
Ing them to the operation of a bankrupt law than 
ordinary debts? [A copy of the tariff bill and amend- 
ments having been received from the printers, the 
subject was passed over, and] 


The house proceeded to the consideration of the 
bill “to provide revenue from imports and to change 
and modify existing laws, &c.” 

And the question being taken, “shall the main 
question be now put?” it was decided in the aftirma- 
tive. 

So the house determined that the main question 


should noW be taken. 
| The house first then concurred in or rejected vari- 


/ ous amendments adopted by the committee and among 
others, the 36th section was on motion of Mr. W. C. 
Johnson amended as follows: 

“And from and after the passage of this act, the 
secretary of the treasury shall, with his next annual 
| report to congress, report the number and names of 
all the officers and persons employed, and how em- 
ployed, in the collection and protection of the reve- 
nues, and where employed, and the amount paid to 
{each officer employed by a yearly salary or other- 
wise. And from and after the passage of this law 
no collector, receiver, or other officer connected with 
the collection or protection of the revenues, or em- 
ployed in any manner in connexion with the collec- 
| tion and protection of the revenue, or any other per- 
son or persons, shall be permitted to take, draw, or 
receive the amount of his salary or compensation 
from any moneys collected or received from the re- 
venues of the government before paid into the trea- 
stiry, but all officers or persons employed in the eo!- 
lection or protection of the revenues shall be paid 
at the treasury, or by draft from the treasury on col- 
lectors, receivers, or officers or arents in whose hands 
government moneys may be placed or collected; and 
all such accounts shall be regularly audited in the 
treasury; and it shall be the duty of the secretary of 
the treasury to report annually the names and employ- 
ments of the persons whose accounts shall be thus 
audited, and the amount, and for what paid, to each 
ofiver and person whose aceount shall be thus audit- 
ed in the treasury.”’] 


The a nendments having been disposed of and the 
question, now on its engrossment and ordering it to a 
| third reading, being taken, was decided in the affirina- 
tive by yeas 116, nays 111. 

So the bill was ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. Weller moved that the house adjourn; which 
motion was rejected. 
| And the bill having been read a third time by its 
| title, and the question being ‘shall this bill pass?” — 

Mr. Gentry moved that it be recommitted to, the 
committee of the whole on the state of the.union, 
| With instructions to inquire into the expediency of 
| incorporating therein certain provisions which he 
| Sent to the chair: [i. e. in relation to state debts. } 


| Mr. G. said he did not intend to detain the house 
| with any remarks. He had submitted this amnend- 
ment in committee, where it had been rejected; and 
he had some personal motives for wishing it might 
appear on the journal. 
Mr. Morgan demanded the previous question. 
And there was a second. 
And the wan question was ordered to be now 
| taken. , 














s Pee = aise i ih Stasi ds ene : Bee eer Meme et 1 ee SPT eee ene a! ers tre Wee ie ae pri nt cons ht me gs 
ij J ay ior “ A ? : age Sache ik ote MRE RL, Coase scar) Sh panty aa aera rays ich pst ty Me Rian get oe PERS PST E RP el ee eee 
tai) wae e4 aera eee STS i ee re ORE RAE Ue a OE, a Tapers set o i nek hehe Sierlk) z spsete tae noes a 
‘ ‘ fh pyr { Sees Si eR easy age wee \ . 

























































































Fesse! 
Gentr 
ham, 
Hudsa 
Irwin, 
Joh | 
F. M: 
Maxw 
row, ¢ 
ton, P 
der R: 
sell, J 
Slade. 
Stoke 
Stuart 
Richa 
Jinson 
selaer 
Joseph 
Youns 
NA 
Bidlac 
Brow! 
son H 
Greet 
Camp 
Casey 
Coope 
Dean, 
wards 
Forna 
mer, | 
Habe 
Hopk 
J. In 
Keim. 
Abrat 
McKe 
Thom 
Mille: 
eus, | 
Risett 
Shaw. 
Sumte 


Camp! 
rejecte 
An 


Mo 
said 
the he 
lowin 
o! the 
hia te 

kes 
tig 

ill ec 
the se 
upon 
lions | 
natior 
ap 

ve p 
dala 
Ol tw 
per ai 
tue ti 
nent 
Unless 
avuve 
tures, 
Sury 4 
ai uce 
Slock 
Suid ¢ 
tary ¢ 
the re 
lie se 
lumpi 
ID am 















——————a 
consi- 
*§, no- 
bh, and 
f the 
titled 
atives 
a cen- 
on of 
on, as 
Unit- 
f evil 
vy So- 
ident, 
sas a 


yn the 


morn- 


mend- 
"3, the 


of the 
hange 


/ main 
tirma- 


estion 


? vari- 
mong 


W. C. 


nt, the 
annual 
nes of 
¥ em- 
: reve- 
aid to 
other- 
is law 
id with 
yr em- 
collec- 
or per- 
aw, or 
sation 
the re- 
» trea- 
e col- 
e paid 
on col- 
y hands 
ds and 
in the 
tary of 
mploy- 
e thus 
o each 
audit- 


nd the 
‘itto a 
f{firiuna- 


which 


; by its 
assi’’— 
to, the 
union, 
mey of 
rich he 
ts. } 
s house 
anend- 
ad; and 
t might 


nT. 


be now 



























































































Fa 
& 
an 
we 
ve 








335 





NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER--JULY 23, 1842—-CONGRESS. 





Mr. A. V. Brown asked the yeas and nays thereon, 

ordered. : 
wie te eaten. ‘shall this bill pass?” was then 
taken, and decided in the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, L. W. Andrews, 
Sherlock J. Andrews, Appleton, Arnold, Aycrigg, 
Badcock, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, Blair, 
Boardman, Borden, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Bron- 
son, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Thomas J. 
Campbell, Childs, Chittenden, John C. Clark, Staley 
N. ke, James Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, 
Cushing, Garrett Davis, John Edwards, Everett, 
Fessenden, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Foster, Gates, 
Gentry, Giddings, Goggin. PatrickG Goode, Gra- 
ham, Granger, Green, . Hall, Halstead, Howard, 
Hudson, Joseph. R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, Wm. W. 
Irwin, James, William Cost Johnson, Isaac D. Jones, 
Johw P. Kennedy, Lane, Linn, MeKennan, Thomas 
F. Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, 
Maxwell, Maynard, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Mor- 
row, Osborne, Owsley, Parmenter, Pearce, Pendle- 
ton, Pope, Powell, Ramsey, Benj. Randall, Alexan- 
der Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, Rodney, W. Rus- 
sell, J. M. Russel!, Saltonstall, Shepperd, Simonton, 
Slade, Truman Smith, Sollers, Sprigg, Stanly, 
Stokely, Straton, Alexander H. H. Stuart, John 'T. 
Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, 
Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tom- 
linson, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rens- 
selaer, Wallace, Washington, Edward D. White, 
Joseph L. White, Joseph L. Williams, Yorke, A. 
Young, J. Young—116. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Beeson, 
Bidlack, Black, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron VY. 
Brown, Milton Brown, Charies Brown, Burke, Samp- 
son H. Butler, William Butler, Willian O. Butler, 
Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, John 
Campbel!, William B. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, 
Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Mark A. 
Cooper, Cross, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, 
Dean, Deberry, Doan, Doig, Eastman, John C. Ed- 
wards, Egbert, John C. Fioyd, Charles A. Floyd, 
Fornance, Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, Gerry, Gil- 
mer, William O. Goode, Gordon, Gustine, Gwin, 
Habersham, Harris, John Hastings, Hays, Holmes, 
Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Charles 
J. Ingersoll, Jack, Cave Jotinson, John W. Joues, 
Keim, Andrew Kennedy, King, Lewis, Littlefield, 
Abraham McClelian, Kobert McCiellan, MciXay, 
McKeon, Maliory, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, John 


numbers, as ascertained by the last census of the 
United States, as s2on after the passage of the law,as 
the several states or any of them, shall appoint or a t- 
thorise an agent or agents to receive its respective 
distributive amount of stock; or said stock may be 
transferred on the books af the treasury to the cre- 


attorney or any of them, to an: amount not exceed- 
ing the distributive proportion to which said state 
may be entitled, and which amount, thus transferred 
on the books of the treasury, shall be charged on the 
books of the treasury to the-state authorising suvh 
transfer; and, from and after the: passage of the 
law, the, proceeds of the sales of the public lands 
shall be placed in the treasury, and be applied oy 
the secretary of the treasury to the payment of the 
interest and principal of the stock created by the 
law, until said stock shall be paid by the government, 
or such other and additional provisions made as it 
may deem salutary. And, secondly, also to inqtiire 
into the expediency of dividing among the states per- 
manently the proceeds of the sales of public lands, 
and to examine into the amount paid out of the pub 
lic treasury for tne purchase of the public lands, 
with interest on the same until paid; and also the 
amount received into the treasury from the sales of 
the public lands, the amount and value of the same, 
given by the government in forn of revolutionary 
warrants, donations of all kinds, and all other charges 
properly to be credited to the public lands, for which 
the government has received the benefit; and to esti- 
mate the amount due the public lands or the states, 
with interest on the same; and if said amount should 
be found to be one hundred and forty-two millions 
of dollars, more or less, aiter dedueting the amount 
paid out of the treasury for purchase and interest, 
then to report a bill, if the sail committee should 
deem it expedient, for the issue of one hundred and 
forty-two millions of government stock, more or less, 
to be distributed among all the states, territories, and 
the District of Columbia, according to federal popu- 
lation, upon the faith of the government, and with 
such conditions and limitations as may be deemed 
wise, and to report such other measures as they may 
deem the exigencies of the government and the states | 
may ‘require, and to make report by bill or bills or 
otherwise, at any time during this session or the first 
month of the next session. 

The motion to suspend was decided to be out of | 
order, whereupon Mr. Johnson moved to postpone the | 




















Thompson Mason, Mathews, Medill, Meriwether, 
Miller, Mitchell, Newhard, Patridge, Payne, Fick- 
eus, Plumer, Read, Reding, Rench r, Reynolds, 
Riett, Kiggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Sanford, Saunders, 
Shaw, Sinelds, William S.nith, Snyder, Steenrod, 
Sumter, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Van Buren, Ward, 
Warren, Watterson, Weller, James W. Wiiliams, C. 
H. Wiliiams, Wood—) 12. 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. Cooper, of Pennsylvania, moved that the vote 
be reconsidered, and demanded the previous question. 
Aud there was a second. And the wain question (on 
the reconsideration) was ordered; and, being taken, 
the vuole was not reconsidered. 

Amend.nents to the title were proposed by Messrs. 
Campbell, of S. Carolina, and M. 4. Cooper, and were 
rejected by a vote of two tu one. 

And the house then ajourned. 


Monpay, Juty 1s. Mr. W. Cost Johnson rose and 
said that he would not ask. the unanimous consent of 
tlie house, lest he should not get it, to offer the fol- 
lowing resolution, but he wouid move that the rules 
o! the house be suspended for the purpose of enabling 
him to offer it: : 

Kesolved, That a select committee of be ap- 
ties: lo inquire into the expediency of reporting a 

ill containing, first, the foilowimz provisions: ‘hat 
the secretary of the treasury be authorised to issue, 
upon the taith of the government, two hundred mil- 
lions of government stock, in ceruficates of denomi- 
nations nut Jess than one hundred dollars, nor ex- 





ceeding one thousand doliars, bearing an interest of 


five per centum per aunum for two years aiter the 
daie of issue, aud alter the expiration of said period 
ol tWo years to bear an iulerest of four per centuin 
per annum, payabie at the treasury haif yearly trom 
tue lime O14 issuing, and redeemauie by the govern- 
ment Lwenty-tive years alter the passage of the law, 
Unless a surplus suould accumuiate m the lreasury 
avove three wmitilions beyond the current expendi- 
tures, with which surpius the secretary of the trea- 
Sury may purchase at par said bonds, or apply it as 
a0 uccuuuiating sauking fund for the payment of the 
Slock hereby authorised to be issued; and that the 
Suid certificates of stuck, when signed by the secre 
lary of the treasury, the treasurer, and registered by 
the register, shali be divided and distrivuted among 
Lie several slates, territories, and the District of Cu- 
fuibvia, as Weli those nou-iidebted as tiose i:debted, 
1) mount in proportion to their respective federal 


special order of the dzy to enavle him to offer the 
‘resolution. The house refused. 

Mr. rnold announced that he had his bill for the | 
reduction of the pay of congress ready to submit to | 
the house; (reducing the per die:in uf each member 
to $6, and restricting it to the days of his attendance, | 
and reducing his mileage to $6 per every 20 miles). | 
The speaker announced that the special order of the 
three first days of week was the consideration of ter- 
ritorial business. 

The bill for, the armed occupation of Florida was 
then taken up, to which_Mr. Stokely had moved a sub- 
stitute amend.nent. 

A debate of considerable length arose, which was 
participated in by Messrs. Stokely, Pendleton, Wiliam 
Cost Johnson, Pope, Levy, Everett, Habersham, K ing, 
Underwood, Granger, Holes, Adams, Campbell, Til- 
linghast, and others. 

Sundry amendments were proposed by the oppo- 
nents of the biil, most of which were rejected. lt 
underwent several modifications during its progress. 

‘Fhe bill was finally reported to the house, the 
amendments were concurred in, and the bill passed 
by yeas 82, nays 5U. 

Mr. Vickens moved a reconsideration. 
which the house adjourned. 


Tvespayr, Jucy 19. Mr. Casey offered a resolution 
proposing an adjournment on the Ist August. 

Mr. Fillmore did not think that the condition of the 
country justified the adoption of such a res lution. 

The speaker decided that as there was a special 
order of the day, it was out of order. Whereupon 
Mr. Casey moved that the special order be postponed. 
The muotion was then negalived by nays 34, yeas 31, 
(two-thirds being required. ) 

Mr. Stanly asked ieave to submit a resolution for 
the printing au extra number of the important report 
of Mr. Adams on “reasons why.” The motion was 
not entertained. 

‘The house then went into committee of the whole, 
Mr. Gilmer, of Virginia, m the chair, and took up the 
bill making appropriations fur harbors of and for 
the protection of the commerce on the western shores 
of Lake Michigan. Atter undergoing much debate 
and various amend nents, it was passed aad Jaid aside 


Pending 


ditors, stock or bond holders of the states, or their , 





For the construction of a harbor at the mouth of 
the Milwaukie river, in the territory of Wiskonsan, 
thirty thousand dolla s; forthe coustraction of a har- 
bor at Racine, in said ter-itory, twenty-five thousand 
dollars; for the constru:tion ofa harbor atS mithip ort, 

_in said territory, twenty five thousand dollars: which 
several sums shall be expended, under the direction 
of the secretary of war, during the present year. 

Sec. 2. further enacts, that the sum of six thousand 
dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated for 
the purpose of erecting a light house at Southport, on 

_Lake Michigan, in said territory, to be paid out of 
any m mey in the treasury not other vise appropriat- 
.ed, and to be expended, under the direction of the 
‘secretary of the navy, within one year from and after 
the passage of this act. 

Bills of the following titles were then talen up con- 
sidered and laid aside to be reported to the house: 

A bill to authorise the county commissioners of 
Linn county, in the territory of lowa, to enter by le- 
gal subdivisions a quarter section of land upon which 
the county seat has been located. 





\to be reported to tne house. It provides that the fot 





propriated, viz: 


lowing suins uf money be appropriated for the pro-| 
téétion of commerce on Lake Michigan; te be pail | 
out of any Money 14 the Weasury not otherwise ap- 


A bill to establish an additional land office in Flo- 


rida. 


¢ 


A bill to provide for the completion of the peniten- 


tiary in the territory of Lowa. 


A bill granting to the territory of Wiskonsan a cer- 


tain tract of Jand for the benefit of the town of Fair- 
play, in said territory. 


A bill granting to miners or owners of mincral lots 


the right of pre-emption. 


A bill granting the right of pre-emption to certain 


settlers in the territory of Wiskonsan. 


A bill to grant pre-emption rizhts to settlers on 


the Dubuque claim, (so called), in the territory of 


lowa. 
A bill to authorise the selection of school lands in 


lieu of those granted to the half-breeds, of the Sac 
and F >x Indians. 


A bill for the protection of commerce on the west- 


ern shore of Lake Michigan. 


The committee then rose (that is to say, such a 


skeleton of a com nitlee as had been present for the 


two hours numbering fro.n 40 to 60 members), and 
reported. 


And the house a 'journed. 


Wepvyespay, Jury 20. On motion of Mr. Pope 
the house resolved itself into committee of the whole 
(Mr. Gilmer, of Virginia, in the chair), and resumed 
the consideration of the special order, i. e. bills re- 
lating to the territories. 

“A bill fixing the boundary line between Mis- 
souri and fowa,” was read and also the report accom- 
panying tt. 

M:. Pope stated that the bill was substantially the 
same as reported by a committee three years ago 
after full consideration, and which had never been 
acted upon, but in the propriety of which the pre- 
sent conmittee concurs. ‘lhe only question for the 
committee to decide was a matter of fact, whether 
the falls in the Missouri, just above the mouth of the 
Des M>ines river, were the falls referred to in the 
act of congress authorising the territory of Missouri 
to fourm a state government, and with these remarks 
he would submit the subject to the consideration of 
the committee. 

Mr. Edwards, of Missouri, spoke in opposition to the 
report aud offered an amendinent. : 

Mr. Dodge, of lowa, replied to Mr. Edwards, and 
spoke in favor of the line proposed by the commut- 
tee. 

Mr. MeKay said his vote would depend on the 
adoption of a proviso he would offer, that the boun- 
dary fixed by the act should not be considered the 
boundary, until the consent of the legislature of Mis- 
souri thereto is given. 

Mr. Edwards, of Missouri, said that the legislature 
of Missouri could not consent to fhis biil unless the 
constitution of the state were first amended. 

Mr. McKay considered it a purely judicial ques- 
tion and could not vote for the biil unless the re- 
presentatives of Missouri were willing it should 
pass. 

* Mr. Davis, of Ky. was in favor of the amendment 
proposed by Mr. McKay. 

The question was-then taken, and the amendments 
offered by Mr. Edwards, and by Mr. McKay, were re- 
jected and the bili passed and laid aside to be report- 
ed to the house. 

A bill appropriating an additional sum of $8,397 
fur expenses of government in Fiorida was laid aside 
tu be reported to the house, and also a biil for pay- 
ment of Florida militia serving in 1839 and 40, aud a 
bill for payment of lowa miiitia services in 133). 

The bill for the protection of commerce on the 


| westera shores of lake Erie, was read a third time 
Absent. 


aud passed by a vote of 63 yeas, to 6U nays. 
114. 

Various, other territorial bills were passed, and the 
house adjourned. 
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Bayxrvers. Upwards of seven hundred persons in 
Kentucky have applied for the benefit. of the bankrupt 
ach ane the applications continue to average about eight 
per day. | 


Business. The New York American says: “It is a 
melancholy sight to see the ships and vessels in this har- 


bor laid up 0: account of tre deplorable times produced 
by bad government. out of employ, and no 
prospect of remedy.” . ; 


_ _Itis stated that thereare. at, least 2,000 mechanics out 

of work in Philadelphia, 3,000 in New York, 1,000 in 
Boston, and 1,500 in Baltimore, and in the United States 
not far from 20,000 persons! Whatis to be the end of 
this distress? 


Bunwer macuive. A letter from Washington, dated 
June 24th, says: “One of the private bills, passed by 
the house this ornenee purchases the patent right to a 
bullet machine, which will, if required, manufacture a 
milion ef bulletsin 2¢ hours. What comfort for an en- 
emy! Wecould afford to accommodate them on the 
“rates” of 100 bullets per hour.” 


BaTTLe BETWEEN THE Sioux AND Cuippeways. The 
steamboat Rock River came duwn. from above a few 
days since. The captain brings accounts of a battle be- 
tween the Sioux and Chippeways. About one hundred 
Chippeways attacked the Sioux village, killed thirteen 
and wounded eighteen. Five Chippeways were killed 
anda number wounded. The latter then retreated to 
their own country. [Gulena Guz. 2d July. 


Connecticut has in her treasury, after paying all ex- 
pernses the last year, a surplus of $19,878, and while she 
does not owe a cent, owns bank stocks to the amount of 
$399,500. ‘The annual expenses of the state are about 
$90,000 per annum; her population 309,975. 


Copper, There are on the shores of Lake Huron, the 
most extensive beds of copper which have ever been 
found in the world. They have never been wrought un- 
tilnow. A couple of yankees set up a rough establish- 
nient tor smelting the ore last year, and the first pro- 
ceeds of their labor appeared in our market last week, 
in three tons of ill shapen pigs. They will, however, do | 
better as they go on, and if only sufficient protection is | 
afforded them, they will be able to supply the whole! 
world, and we are not sure but they will do it whether 
protected or not. [N. Y. Jour. Com. 


Dietomatic. The Argo, for Havre, which sailed from 
Lower Bay, on Saturday, carries out Mr. Christopher 
Hughes, Charge d’ Affaires at the Hague, and daughter, 
Mrs. De Roenne, the wife of the Prussian minister, and 
family, and over a dozen of other passengers. 

[New York Express. 





DetawareE. A state convention of the whigs of De- 
Jaware was held at Dover, on July 5:h, Dr. William Bur- 
ton of Kent county presiding. Mr Dupont nominated 
George B. Rodney the present representative, to repre- 
sent the state in the next congres®, and the nomination 
was received with acclamation. Dr. R. N. Bird reported 
a serivs of resolutions condemning the course of presi- 





dent Tyler, nominating Henry Clay for the presidency, 
recommending the name of Middleton Clayton of Dele- | 
ware to the consideration of the whigs as suitable for | 
the vice presidency, and approving of the distribution of 
the land proceeds and other whig measures. | 


Discovery. In Africa a discovery has been made, 
not far from Boussissi, of an ancient bridge, spanning 
by a single arch the stream of the Oned-Herbiba, which 
has given rise to many speculations. It is in perfect 
preservation; and a cainparison of the cement used ti 
its construction with that found in the ruins of Hippona, 
is said to suggest an antiquity of not iess than thirteen or 
fourteen centuries, 





Wm B. Dasyey. Thejury in the case of William 
B. Dabney, for embezzling 34,900 belonging to the Bank 
of Virginia, returned a virdict of acquittal on 16th inst. 
He was admitted to bail to answer at the next term of 
the court to the charge of embezzling the large amount 
which passed into the hands of B. W. Green. 

[Rich. Whig. 


Deatus iN Puaperpai. .The report of interments, 
issued from the health office, for the week ending 16:h 
July, shows that the number of deaths was 160, Of 
which there were 70, nearly one-half, under 1 year of 
ave; from 1 to 2, 24; and from 2 to 5,19. Also, one 


| The king of Denmark 100.000 florins. 





death of a colored person 121 years of age. 


Emicrants arrived at Quebec this year to July 2d| 
27.657. To same date last year, 18,707. Increase | 
8,950. 


Exrections. The Boston papers state that the election 
held on. Monday last to fill the vacancy in congress from 
the ninth congressional district of Massachusetts result- 
ed in no choice—there having been three candidates, 
neither of whom received a majority of all ihe votes cast. 


We have not yet received full returas from Louisiana 
Sufficient is known however to ensure the election of 
Alexander Mouton as governor by a considerable tmajo- 
rit: The election of members of congress is said to be 
void, inasmuch as ‘Ure new apportionment aet gives fou 
representatives to Louisiana instead of the three as just 





elected. 






; arin. The late explori ing ex 2 
, Pegi i AY one collected ov r 10; 
specimens. ‘refit species of live plants, roots, bulbs, 
seeds, &c. ‘They are depoaiéd at Mr. Doughlas’ green’ 
house, ‘nearly opposite the office of the department of 
state. | te 


Frevon steamer. The French steamer Le Gomer 
arrived at New York, from’ Cherburg, in 18:days, deduct- 
ing time lost iv’ making Fayal, from bad weather. 

Sie was launched on the 19th July, 1841, at Cherburg, 
Measures about 2,300 tons, and is therefore, about the 
size of the unfortunate English steamet President, Her 
engine is of 460 horse power; her armament 30 cannon, 
of which 22 are 30 pound carronades,4 mortars of 80, 
and 4 of 30. Her ordinary supply of coal is 462 tons for 
twelve days, but she can if necessary, carry a supply for 
18 days, and even longer. Her speed during the voyage 
was ten knots an hour at least. She has the masts and 
rigging of a 44 gun frigate. 

Five commissioners are on board of her, one of whom 
was sent out by the Minister of Marine, one by the Min- 
ister of Commerce, one by the Minister of Finance, and 
another by the Minister of Foreign Affairs. Their ob- 
ject is to visit the different foreign ports to which a com- 
munication may be established by steam packets be- 
tween Franec and foreign places Some of the com- 
missioners which came in her,have passed to Wash- 
ington. : 7 

The engine of ‘Le Gomer was constructed at Liver- 
pool by the sare of Fawcet, Preston & Co., the manu- 
facturers of the engines of the President and British 
Queen, and is said to be remarkable for the ingenuity of 
the machinery and beauty of the workmanship. The 
French government has siuce established a foundry in 
France on a scale sufficiently extensive to render it un- 
necessary for them in future to have recourse to England 
for machinery of such magnitude. [N. Y. Cou, 


Frorma. We learn from South Florida, says the 
Tallahassee Star of the 30:h ult., that great numbers of 
emigrants are daily arriving, and settling down upon the 
beautiful and fertile lands of that delightful region. The 
country on the waters of Tampa bay has already acquir- 
ed a very respectable population, both in regard to num- 
bers and character. 


Fresnet. A destructive freshet of the James river 
occurred on the L4ih, 15th and 16ch inst. sweeping awaP 
mills, growing corn, hay stacks, tobacco, a&c. | Consi- 
derable injury was sustained by the James river and 
Kenawha canal and by the. several rail roads south of 
James river. A treme:dous gale on the coast commenc- 
ing in the morning and continuing till 3 P. M. of the 12:h 
stranded a great many vessels alung the North Carolina 
coust. The streams attained a height greater than has 
been known for the last 45 years. 


FRENcH COLONY IN THE Paciric. It would appear that 
the French are about to make an establishment in some 
of the islands of the Pucific ocean. The barque Ron- | 
aldson, at New York from Valparaiso, reports that about 
the 20:h.of March a large French frigate that had arriv- 
ed a short time previous from Brest, left for Callao. It 
was rumored that she bad on board one hundred super- 
numeraries, consisting of a governor and. suite, artists, 
and artizans; also, armament for fortifications. She was 
to be joined by several other ships from France, provid- 
ed with materials for esiablishing a colony in the Pacific 
Ocean. As every thing connected with the enterprize | 
was endeavored to be kept a secret, its destination was'! 
uoknown. It was getiefally thought, however, to be 
New Zealand. [Balt. Amer. 


Hampure. In clearing away the ruins 160 bodies had 
already been found. The nninber of houses totally de- 
stroyed was 1,500, and 720 more were so injured as te 
be uninhabitable. The British government had sent 
over a large supply of tents and blankets. 


“The king of Prussia has given 50,000 dollars, and 
has ordered a general collection to be made throughout 
the kingdom. The city of Berlin has given $10,000. 
The grand duke 
of Mechlenburg Schwerin, 30000 florins. The estates 
of Hanover have granted 100,000 dollars. The city of 
PA ag 100,000 florins. The city of Bremen 30,000 | 

ollars. é. 


Horse sHoes. We have before usa horse shoe, made 
altogether by machinery, at the works. of Mr. Burden, 
in the state of New York. The shoe seems to be as 
complete as the art and strength of asmith could make 
it, the heels and toes turned, and the holes completely | 
and smoothly punched. [Philad. U. 8. Gaz. 





[MPRISONMENT FOR DEBI. The law abolishing impri- 
soutien! fur debt, went into operation on the 4th inst. in | 
New Jérsey—also in Connecticut. The legis!ature of | 
Pennsylvania has passed au act to the same effect. 


Lonpox, According to a late authority, now mea- 
sures 74 miles in length from east to west, by a breadth 
of nine miles from nerth to south. Its circumference, 
allowing from various inequalities, is estimated at thirty 
miles, while the area of the ground it covers is cunsider- 
ed to measure no less than 18 miles square. 


MANUFACTURES sToPPING. The manufactures at Read- 
ing, Manyunk and oiher places in this region of Penn- 
sylvania, have shut down their gates and virtually sus- 
pended their Operations. “ At the Globe Mills, the other 
day, a large number of hands were discharged. Tis of 
course produces great distress anjong the indastnons 
classes. [Phil. Journal, 
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Mercantice Lire. General Dearborn, in a lecture 
delivered last winter, before the farmers of Massac},- 
setts legislature, declared that ninety-seven out of every 
one hundred persons who obtained their livelihood y 
huying and selling, failed or died insolvent. This fac; 
he ascertained by reference to the books of the custom 
house, the banks, the probate office, and from the reco}. 
lections of the oldest merchants. 


_ Mrtverrres. A three days meeting of the “Miller. 
ites,” or second advent men, was held at Bast Kingston, 
N. Hs commencing on thé 2d inst. Above $1,000 was 
raised to spread the principles of the sect. ~ 


New Yor« Mirror. The vuly meme of this pub- 
lication was adorned with a beautiful Bi ving of the 
battle of Bunker’s Hill, as painted by Col. Trumbull; a 
previous number had an engraving of the settlement of 
Jamestown, and-both were as usual executed in a style 
worthy of being framed. A publication which would 
thus familiarize the American taste with the. historic 
scenes of its national history, and in s0 graceful a style, 
ig well worthy of patronage. 


New Grenapa. The brig Crusoe, at New York, 
from Carthagena, brings information that Mr. Blackford, 
our charge d’affaires to Bogota, had arrived at Maracai- 
bo, and proceeded to his place of destination. It is said 
that Dominga Acosta, the Grenadian minister to this 
country, is anthorised to conclude a treaty with the U. 
States government. 


Aw Orricer Inpicrep. E‘i S. Prescott, a receiver of 
public moneys under Mr. Van Buren, at Chiesgo, Ili. 
nois, has been indicted for embezzling the funds. The 
story at first was that the office had been robbed of 
$10,009, but the grand jury came to the conclusion that 
he robbed it himself. 


OveruauLep. The British ship Sir Charles Napier, 
captain Hill, which arrived at New_York a fortnight 
since with passengers, attempted on Friday to dodge our 
revenue laws, but was speedily overhauled and brought 
back to port. ‘The ship got under weigh from: quaran- 
tine, intending to escape the payment of the $150 on 
each of ten passengers above the allowable number, re- 
quired by law. She had not been cleared at the custom 
house, and was overtaken in the lower bay by judge 
Metcalf, the boarding officer of quaranti-e. 

[N. Y. Tribune. 


Sirx. We understand that the prospects of the ma- 
nufacture of silk at the Sing Sing prison are very pro- 
mising. In a few days the machinery will be in ful! 
operation. For the benefit of silk culturists we ean state 
that $3 per bushel is paid for-cocoons delivered: at the 
prison. iN. Y. Sun. 


Tue Sun. A Brusce's paper says something extraor- 
dinary is at this moment passing in the sun; a sort of 
creater is perceived in it, which emits clouds of smoke, 
that spread over a portion of its surface like an enormous 
move ble spot. 


Tarirr at THE Sovru. The Southron, published in 
Jackson, Miss. says: “The people of the south and west, 
who until recently, were opposed to protection, are re- 
tracing their steps almost unanimously. In two years 
time, there will hardly be a single southern man of in- 
telligence opposed to the tariff principles.” 


TEMPERANCE REFORM. By the last English papers we 
observe that in the quarter ending April, 5, 1841, the 
uantity of spirits taken out for hone consumption in 
reland was 1,682,548 oallons—a decrease of 529,917 
gallons, compared with the corresponding quarter of 
1849. This contradicts Mr. Peel's late assertion in par- 
laiment most emphatically. 


THE SEMINOLES IN THE West. The Van Buren (Ar- 
kansas) Intelligence, of the [7th ult. says: “We learn 
that Col. Karney, with the dragoons, paid his respects « 
few days ago to the Seminules, who recently arrived 
from Florida, andjwho became refractory at Webber’s 
Falls. Wild Cat and his party were also there. Col. 
Karney told them they had to leave for their own coun- 
try. They refused, and the troops forced them off. Some 
few of them, however, perhaps a/hundred in all, broke 
away, and succeeded in concealing themselves in the 
woods, and yet remain in the Cherokee county; so says 
our informadsnt.” 


Woon. ‘This may be considered the first season in 
which wool of Hlinois growth has been brought to this 
market. A trifling ouantity was exported frown Chicago 
last year. In this seasun, up to the present time, some 
four or five thousand pounds have been received, and we 
perceive that the quantity brought in by our farmers 1s 
gradually increasing. We are satisfied we hazard no- 
thing in saying, that Illinois will be one of the greatest 
wool growing. states in the union, Some of our most 
intelligent merchants aré of opinion that it will be the 
sreatest. ‘The larger portion of the farmers of Northern 
llinois, and maty south of the Illinois river, are turning 
their attention to it. ‘The most of our farmers have 4 
tew sheep—some large flocks. They will soon whiten 
our prairies in every direction. A woollen factory has 
been recently erected at the flourishing. village of St 
Charles, on Fox river. The cost of transportativun to 
Buffalo of a dollar’s worth of wool is but one quarter the 
costof a dollars worth of wheat. The prices paid for 
wool are as follows:—vative tv ¢ blood Merino. 18 to 20 
‘cents—3 iv 2 blodd do. 23 so 23 ceiuts—fall blooded Men- 
no 30 to 35 cents—? to full blouded Saxony 33 to 33 cents. 

[Chicago Amer. 
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